
 
 

 
                                 
                                   
                                   PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
                                           December , 2017 
 
 

 

Greetings Atlanta Marietta United Methodist Women, 

Isaiah 9:6 says for a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And 

the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  

I love this time of the year and it is not because of the great shopping deals 

or the beautiful trees and houses lit with lights.  It is because this season 

brings about a sense of peace and great expectations.  I am not looking for 

any special gift to be given to me because I have received the greatest gift 

of all.  This gift is Jesus Christ the best gift anyone can receive.  I pray that 

the light of the world bring you HOPE, LOVE, JOY and PEACE coming into 

the Season of Advent and to continue throughout the New Year.  

Our theme for the 2018 is “The Power of Bold”, this is based on the 

scripture in 2 Corinthians 3:11-12, “So if the old way, which has been 

replaced, was glorious, how much more glorious is the new, which 

remains forever.  Since this new way gives us such confidence, we 

can be very bold.” 

The Atlanta Marietta District of United Methodist Women has fulfilled and 

will continue to fulfill “A call to Community- to do Greater Works, now it is 

time to be BOLD in our works.  Are you ready to be a BOLD United 

Methodist Woman!  



Why don’t you join me in this call for 2018, “The Power of Bold” as we 

continue to put Faith, Hope, and Love in Action to fulfill our PURPOSE 

together?  

Please review the upcoming events and Save the Dates. I pray to see you 

all in attendance! 

 

 AMAR United Methodist Women District 2018 Events: 

 Mission Study-February 10, 2018 at East Cobb UMC, 9:00 AM 

 Lenten Day Apart-March 18, 2018 at Leland Qwest UMC 2:00 PM  

 

 North Ga Conference United Methodist Women 2018 Events: 

 Faith Fun and Everyone-March 10, 2018 at Bethany UMC in Smyrna 

 

If your unit or church has any event you would like for me or any executive 

officer to attend please share.  We would love to fellowship with you! 

Peace and Love during this wonderful season! 

Tamara Askew  

AMAR District President  
678-862-3277 
Email: amarumw@outlook.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
                              
 
    Nadine Lacy, Treasurer 
 
 
Greetings and Merry Christmas, 
 
All good things must come to an end.  I have so enjoyed serving as your 
District Treasurer for the last 6 years but at the end of December I will pass 
the torch into the very capable hands of Ada Bretti.  She and I will be 
working together for a little while as she develops her own system for 
handling your requests and monies that you so faithfully send each quarter. 
 
I ask for your prayers as I move on to the Conference team as your 
Membership Nurture and Outreach Chairman.  I will be here to assist you 
with your Units in this area.  It is my desire to help sustain and grow our 
membership and to make sure that we are united to serve our purpose 
together.   
 
I am Blessed by each and every one of you and have enjoyed the 
friendships that will grow as the years pass.  Looking forward to serving 
beside you throughout the coming years and enjoying the lasting 
friendships that I have made during my tenure with the District Team. I love 
United Methodist Women and especially our Atlanta Marietta District ladies! 
 
Don’t Forget SAVE THE DATE, MARCH 10TH, 2018, FAITH, FUN FOR 
EVERYONE held in our very own district and hosted by Bethany United 
Methodist Women. I want us to have the largest registration for this event 
since we are hosting.  It will be fantastic!!! 
 
God Bless you, 
 
Nadine Lacy  
Treasurer  
770-428-3585 
nlacy@bellsouth.net 

mailto:nlacy@bellsouth.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  Sara Worden, Education & Interpretation 
 
Dear Ones, 
 
This is the last time for me to write to you as your Education/Interpretation 

Coordinator.  My tenure is up.  It has been a wonderful experience serving 

with such a fantastic group of ladies.  Thank you for your dedication to 

serving God through both local and global missions. 

I hope to see all of you at East Cobb UMC for Mission U on February??.  

Your reservation form is in this newsletter. 

I wish you all a very Healthy, Blessed, Merry Christmas and God’s richest 

blessings in the New Year. 

Love and blessings, 
 
Sara Worden 
District Coordinator 
Education & Interpretation  
470-298-4559  
swworden@outlook.com 
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      Evelynn Herring, Historian 

 
October 15th AMAR UMW District meeting at St. Andrew UMC.  Speaker 
was Kathy Griffith from Global Mission in Atlanta.  It was a great meeting 
with lots of pictures taken.  New 2018 District Officers were installed.  I 
want to thank everyone that recommended and voted for me for the Doris 
Paul Special award.  It was a special surprise to be nominated for such a 
prestigious award and icing on the cake to have Louise Young present it to 
me.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 4th Conference held a "Leadership Development and training 
for new officers at Ousley UMC.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 11th District Leadership at Powder Springs UMC. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

                                 Lynda Teague, Spiritual Growth 

Greetings,  
 
“It's the most wonderful time of the year. . . .”  It's Christmas time!!  It's 
Advent – a time of waiting for the long anticipated Messiah.  Prophets had 
predicted His arrival for centuries.  And the people waited.  And waited.  
And waited some more. 
 
Imagine waiting so long for something – but it does not happen in your 
lifetime.  So the children of Israel endured for centuries and did not know of 
the long awaited Emmanuel. 
 
For us, our “wait” happens once a year and begins with Advent which is 
roughly three weeks before Christmas Day.  We know what day of the week 
it will be, we plan dinners and parties around it and decorate for a month 
before!  We have calendars that count down the days for us, we shop 'til we 
drop, we wrap packages, we bake and we plan for this wonderful day.  
Somehow, all of this just doesn't compare with waiting for centuries to hear 
the glorious news of the birth of Mary's baby! 
 
Imagine NOT knowing.  You pray for his arrival and his triumph over the 
Romans to deliver you from a bondage of despair and hopelessness.  But it 
does not come.  Then, one day, you hear the most amazing story of 
shepherds claiming that they were visited by angels to tell the joyous news 
that the Messiah had been born in a stable, sleeping in a manger lined with 
hay.  This is not the way a King of Kings was supposed to arrive!  But, our 
God is indeed an awesome God and has His own plan far greater than any 
human mind can conceive.  And the promise is made flesh! 
 
Yes, it is a wonderful time of year – for we are fortunate enough to know 
that our Messiah has been born.  We wait now to celebrate it in just a few 
short weeks.  As we celebrate, let us keep in mind that the wait was much 
more than 365 days – it was centuries in the making! 



Let us not only celebrate the birth of this babe of Mary, but also the 
wondrous and perfect love of a God who loves us so much He planned for 
centuries when the time was right and sent the greatest gift ever given! 
 
This is my last article as Spiritual Growth Coordinator.  For various family 
reasons, I need to step aside.  I will be continuing to serve the District on 
Nominations.  However, the new coordinator is Jana Climer.  She is excited 
and enthusiastic about taking on this commitment.  I wish her well and 
know she will do a wonderful job. 
 
To each of you, I wish you all the joys of the season.  God Bless you and 
May the spirit and blessings of Christmas be upon you and all those you 
love!! 
 
Christmas Blessings, 
  
Lynda Teague 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
770-424-2260 
lrteague@att.net 
  

mailto:lrteague@att.net


 

 
 
 
                           
                           
                     
                         Nancy Sparks, Program Resources 
 
 
Dear Sisters, 
 
As I move from my position as Coordinator of Program Resources to 
Secretary, I want to welcome Pearl Gordon to our team.  She will be 
handling all the book sales, and more power to her!   
 
It was a wonderful opportunity to meet new people and share the books in 
our Reading Program.  As I move into a more familiar role (I was 
administrative assistant to the President of Ridgeview Institute for many 
years and did as many as 12 sets of minutes a month!) I’m looking forward 
to continued warm relationships with my fellow members of the Executive 
Team.  
 
As an Atlanta native who grew up Episcopalian, then Lutheran, then joining 
the Methodist church 30 years ago at Smyrna First Methodist Church, I 
treasure my relationship with God and my fellow United Methodist Women!  
 
Nancy Sparks 
Program Resources 
678-860-9893 
nancysparks@bellsouth.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Nancy Sparks and Pearl Gordon 

mailto:nancysparks@bellsouth.net


 
 

 

 

 

    
 
   Book Review   -    By Edna Felmlee   
                                 St. Andrew UMC  
 
America and It's Guns: A Theological Expose   
  by Reverend James Atwood  Social Action  2017  
 
A stunt man is killed on a movie set and the movie is closed down.  Three people die 
from Ecoli in spinach, and the whole spinach industry is shut down.  Sixty people die 
from opiates and the medicines are curtailed and a study committee is formed. Thirty 
thousand people die each year from gun shots and nothing is done about it.  In fact the 
Gun Industry has laws preventing lawsuits against them and the National Rifle 
Association (NRA).                                                                                     
 
The author of America and It's Guns is Reverend James Atwood, a man who 
enjoys guns for hunting animals.  He is well aware that other countries   have stricter 
gun regulations than the United States.  An example is Tokyo, Japan in 1974, the 
largest city in the world, had one gun death while America had 5000 deaths.  The 
United States has the least restricted gun control of any country!  Rev. Atwood begins 
his expose well aware of the tragedy of gun violence when his good friend is robbed 
and killed.  He became angry that our country is so indifferent to over 30,000 guns 
deaths a year. 
 
While the author believes wrong will fail and right will prevail, he is trusting in God's 
power to help him make a difference.  Through the work of the Coalition to Stop Gun 
Violence, Rev. Atwood urges churches to address the idolatry of gun worship in 
America.  He is troubled by the lack of involvement by churches to address gun 
violence. The book clearly describes the power of the NRA, the rich financial influence it 
has on Congress and the disdain for any discussions of any limits or control.  However 
86% of NRA members support regulations on assault weapons. This text gives in depth 
detail of the NRA and the laws written to protect the gun industry such that do not apply 
to any other business or industry.  The gun industry is the only consumer productivity 
not regulated by federal health and safety regulations or standards. 
 
Statistics Rev. Atwood cites are overwhelming and insightful.  The nature of America's 
fascination with guns is compared to idol worship.  The book, America and It's Guns is 
not an easy read.  However it is a necessary one for all Christians to read and 
contemplate.  It can be the basis for many prayerful discussions and causes. 



Welcome To the newest members of 
our team! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hannah Rudder  
Membership/Nurture/Outreach 
 
A full time Nanny and soon to be first time Mom to a baby girl due on May 
2nd.  Raised in Powder Springs, Georgia where I attended McEachern 
High School and went on to attend East Georgia College.  Member of 
Trinity United Methodist church since 1992.  I enjoy spending time with my 
family, helping in the community, going to see movies and making crafts 
with friends.   
My favorite Bible verse is Isaiah 41:10; 
 
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand”.  And I love to brag about my two American 
bulldogs! I was just recently married in 2016 to my longtime love Kaleb.  My 
goal for 2018 are to grow in my relationship with our Heavenly Father. To 
serve in her position as membership, nurture, and outreach coordinator to 
the best of her ability and to be a hands on mom and wife.    



 
 
 
 
 
 
    Jana Climer  
    Spiritual Growth 
 
 
I was born in Marietta Georgia and have lived my whole life in Cobb 
County.  I graduated from R.L. Osborn High School.  Attended Kennesaw 
State University and have a Bachelor of Science in Middle Grades 
Education with concentrations in math and science.  Received a Master 
and Educational Specialist degrees in Middle Grades Education from State 
University of West Georgia. I taught 22 years in Cobb County schools and 
am currently retired. 
 
I have three children Robin Forman, Carol Hammerbacher, and Kyle 
Climer, four grandchildren Orion age 22, Rigel 18, Mia 8, and Ava age 6.   
 
I learned about Jesus from my Grandparents in the North Georgia 
Mountains.  I made a choice to dedicate myself to Jesus Christ December 
12, 1972. I made a choice to make Jesus Christ Lord of my life that day 
and decided that I would put God first in my life.  I currently attend St. 
Andrew UMC and look forward to serving you for the next two years. 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
    Melissa Wheeler    
    Social Action  
 
 
Melissa is a Civil Engineer who graduated from Georgia Tech and works 
with Georgia Power Company.  She worships at Hollydale UMC. 
She lives in Powder Springs with her two kitties, Gracie and Tucker.  



 

 
 
 
 
 

    Julie Hatcher  
    Communications 
 

 

Hello!  Please allow me to introduce myself.  My name is Julie M. Hatcher.  

I joyfully attend at Leland Qwest UMC, where I am the 

Outreach/Evangelism chair and the Co-chair in the Missions ministry.   

I was 19 when I heard the call of God in my life, in the fall of 1999.  The 

Lord promised me “He would not leave me like He found me” and my life 

has not been the same since!   

Over the past 18 years the Lord has walked me through trials, led me 

beside still waters, and has blessed me beyond measure.  He has allowed 

me the privilege to serve under missionaries, pastors and prophets sharing 

His word to a lost and dying world.   

Since 2006, He has added to me a husband followed by two beautiful 

children and empowered me to obtain my licensure in cosmetology, my 

certification as a paraprofessional for the educational system and now the 

opportunity to serve with the powerful women of The United Methodist 

Church.  Giving my life to Jesus Christ was undoubtedly the best decision I 

have ever made!    

I am eagerly awaiting to see all that God has for us this New Year and I am 

excited to live out my faith with the women of The United Methodist church 

in 2018! 

Living to serve Him,  
 
Julie M. Hatcher 
 

  



 

 

 

     

    Pearl Gordon 

    Program Resources 

 

 
Wishing everyone a joy-filled Christmas celebration!  Thank you for 
welcoming me into the position of Program Resources.  I am excited to 
become a member of the team.  With Nancy Sparks help, I will be handling 
all the book sales, returns, and getting to know how to get the information 
out to all. You have all made meeting everyone so easy and natural – but 
keep reminding me of names. I am excited to explore and share the books 
in our Reading Program. Knowledge is power ladies! I hope to move our 
eyes to learn and explore more – we are so capable of so many things. 
  
I have worked for the DNC, with the Olympic Committee in 1995/1996, and 
been a senior environmental specialist in Fulton County Government for 
over 28 years. As I become more familiar with my new role (all ideas are 
welcome!) I’m hoping to develop relationships with everyone on the team – 
what an extraordinary group! 
 
Although I grew up Lutheran in the resort town of Virginia Beach, marriage 
brought me to Marietta, Georgia and the Methodist church 32 years ago. 
We joined the Powers Ferry United Methodist Church, and raised our 
family (Danielle and Matthew) with their help and guidance. 
  
Yours in Christ’s Love, 
  
Pearl Gordon 

 

 

 

“Sacred Spaces: Encounters 
With God and Neighbors” Program Book 
Submitted by Mary Ann Kazlauskas  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marietta Union Chapel United Methodist Women donated a set of pots and pans to Mothers Making a 
Change (MMAC), Marietta, GA. 
 
MMAC provides long term, residential services which support recovery for women who have children and 
are struggling with substance use. 
 
Pictured are Lucinda Garrett of MMAC, left, and Mary Mullins of Union Chapel UMW. 

  



   Ada Bretti, Communications 
 
Hi All! 
 
Thank you for a wonderful year!  I have enjoyed getting to know you, 
sharing with you, and having the chance to visit your Circles.  I am so glad 
to have you all as Sisters in UMW! 
 
Your courage, strength, and wisdom have been an inspiration to me.  You 
are more precious than gold and will remain in my heart always. 
 
I will be starting next year as your District Treasurer.  We are very fortunate 
to have Julie Hatcher as our new Communications Coordinator.  Please 
welcome her and keep her up to date on what’s happening with your 
Circles.  I am looking forward to an exciting New Year! 
 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas!  Have a wonderful New Year! 
 
Blessings, and Hugs, 
                                                                              
Ada Bretti 
Communications Coordinator                     
ada.umw@gmail.com  
678-770-6432 
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Merry Christmas!   

Wishing you Heavenly Peace and Joy, 

Atlanta Marietta District United Methodist Women! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


