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Greetings to all you wonderful 
United Methodist Women in the 
Griffin District. I am so in awe of all 
that you do in the name of Christ 
and so very grateful.

We are already off to a great start in 
2018. Almost 60 women attended our 
District Mission Study Feb. 17 when 
we discussed what it means to be in 
covenant with God and each other 
and learned about the missionary 
conferences of the United Methodist 
Church (see separate article in this 
newsletter). The Jonesboro First United Methodist Women were 
incredibly gracious hosts, and we collected an amazing number of 
toiletries for our district mission project.

In our churches and as individuals, we are in the midst of the Lenten 
season. I hope this time of reflection and journey with Christ to the 
cross will strengthen and deepen all of our spiritual lives.

I hope, too, that one aspect of your Lenten journey will include 
attending our Griffin District Lenten Day Apart service Sunday, March 
18, at Andrews Chapel UMC in Jonesboro, beginning with a gathering 
time at 2:15 p.m. and the service at 3. Our speaker will be the popular 
Mary Anne Brannon.

This is an important year for United Methodist Women, as our national 
Assembly takes place May 18-20 in Columbus, Ohio. Attending this 
every-four-year event requires a major commitment of time and 
financial resources, but what a joy it is to mingle with 8,000 other 
women and experience first-hand the world-wide nature of our work 
as United Methodist Women.

Back in our own district, please mark 
your calendar now for a key event, 
our Faith, Fun, Everyone gathering 
Sat., Aug. 18, at Wesley Chapel UMC 
in McDonough. This will be a time of 
fun and fellowship, but it is also our 
district mission project for the year. 
We are asking that everyone spend 
a part of their time at Faith, Fun, 
Everyone helping to assemble “Pamper 
Packs” which will be given to women’s 
shelters in the Griffin District. The 
name Pamper Packs is borrowed from 
Jonesboro First United Methodist 

Women, who coined the phrase for one of their mission projects.

Coming up sooner on our UMW calendar is the assembling of hygiene 
kits in our units to be taken to the North Georgia Annual Conference 
in June. Specific information on this North Georgia Conference-wide 
project is included in this newsletter, and I know our Griffin women 
will support it as tremendously well as they did the collection of layette 
kits last year.

So, what more can I say, but 
please, please keep up the 
good work. There is never 
any lag time for United 
Methodist Women as we 
seek daily to live out our 
self-defined purpose and 
mission of “Faith, Hope, 
Love in Action.”

Grace and peace to each one. 
Alice Smith
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Griffin District Lenten 
Day Apart: March 18, 
Andrews Chapel UMC
As part of your Lenten spiritual journey, we hope all United Methodist 
Women in the Griffin District will plan to attend the District Lenten Day 
Apart service on Sunday, March 18, at Andrews Chapel UMC in Jonesboro. 
We will begin at 2:15 p.m. with a gathering time and refreshments followed 
by the service at 3.

The speaker will be Mary Anne Brannon, who is so well-known and so 
well-loved by all of us. She has led many mission studies that you have 
attended and spoken in your churches on UMW Sundays and other events. 
She is also president of the Morrow First UMW and active in community 
theater, having starred in such plays as “Driving Miss Daisy.”

Mary Anne will present a midrash on a conversation between Jesus and 
Peter entitled, “Lord, you can use my boat.”

An offering will be taken for the day that will be designated for a local 
mission project by the Andrews Chapel UMW. The president of the unit is 
Georgia Wilson. Also, books from our Reading Program will be available 
for purchase.

The day’s program is being coordinated by Polly Flannigan, spiritual 
growth coordinator for the Griffin District United Methodist Women.

As at our District Mission Study Feb. 17, attendees to the Lenten Day Apart 
are being asked to bring regular-size toiletries — body wash, shampoo, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, lotion — to share with a woman in 
need. These will be held until Aug. 18, the day of our Griffin District Faith, 
Fun, Everyone event, where they will be assembled into “Pamper Packs.” 
These packs will be given to women’s shelters in the Griffin District to be 
distributed to their residents. 

Following are directions to Andrews Chapel UMC, 122 Watterson St., 
Jonesboro 30236. Please refer to them even as you consult your GPS, 
because sometimes the GPS may lead you astray.

From the North (Atlanta):
• Merge onto I-75 S/GA-401 S.
• Take EXIT 235 toward US-19/US-41/Griffin/Jonesboro.
• Stay straight to go onto Tara Blvd.
• Turn left onto GA-138. Continue to follow GA-138 to the railroad 

tracks. You will cross over N Main Street and Jonesboro Road before 
the railroad tracks. 

• At the railroad tracks, turn right onto N McDonough St.
• Stay straight on N McDonough St. Look for a cemetery on the left, 

pass it.
• Turn at the next street on the left onto Watterson St.
• Proceed on Watterson St. to church at 122 Watterson St, Jonesboro, 

GA 30236 on the left.

From the South (Macon):
• Merge onto I-75 N/GA-401 N toward Atlanta.
• Take EXIT 228 (GA-138) toward Jonesboro/Stockbridge.
• Keep left on the ramp toward Jonesboro.
• Turn left onto GA-138/Highway 138 W.
• Stay straight to go onto Stockbridge Rd.
• After passing Arnold School on the left look for Old Stockbridge Rd 

on the right and turn right onto Old Stockbridge Rd. If you reach 
railroad tracks at stop sign you’ve gone too far.

• Take the 1st left onto Watterson St. If you reach Irvin St you’ve gone 
about 0.1 miles too far.

• Proceed on Watterson St. to church at 122 Watterson St, Jonesboro, 
GA 30236 on the left.

From the East (Augusta):
• Merge onto I-20 W/GA-402 W toward Atlanta.
• Take EXIT 82 (GA-20/GA-138) toward Conyers.
• Keep left to take the ramp toward Stockbridge.
• Turn left onto GA-20/GA-138/Highway138 SE. Continue to 

follow GA-20/GA-138.
• Turn right onto Highway 138 SE/GA-138. Continue to follow GA-

138.
• Turn left onto GA-138/Highway138 W.
• Stay straight to go onto Stockbridge Rd.
• After passing Arnold School on the left look for Old Stockbridge Rd 

on the right and turn right onto Old Stockbridge Rd. If you reach 
railroad tracks at stop sign you’ve gone too far.

• Take the 1st left onto Watterson St. If you reach Irvin St you’ve gone 
about 0.1 miles too far.

• Proceed on Watterson St. to church at 122 Watterson St, Jonesboro, 
GA 30236 on the left.

From the West (Birmingham):
• Take I-20 E toward Atlanta
• Merge onto I-285 S/GA-407 S via EXIT 51A toward Montgomery/

Macon.
• Keep left to take I-285 E/GA-407 E toward International/Macon.
• Merge onto I-75 S/GA-401 S via EXIT 58 toward Macon.
• Take EXIT 235 toward US-19/US-41/Griffin/Jonesboro.
• Stay straight to go onto Tara Blvd.
• Turn left onto GA-138. Continue to follow GA-138 to the railroad 

tracks. You will cross over N Main Street and Jonesboro Road before 
the railroad tracks. 

• At the railroad tracks, turn right onto N McDonough St.
• Stay straight on N McDonough St. Look for a cemetery on the left, 

pass it.
• Turn at the next street on the left onto Watterson St.
• Proceed on Watterson St. to church at 122 Watterson St, Jonesboro, 

GA 30236 on the left.
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Griffin District United Methodist Women 
Lenten Day Apart 

Sunday, March 18, Andrews Chapel UMC 
122 Watterson St., Jonesboro, GA 30236 

2:15 p.m., gathering; service, 3:00 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Mary Anne Brannon, 
Speaker 

"Lord, you can use my boat" 

A midrash 

Please bring regular-size donations of toiletries - 
shampoo, deodorant, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 

soap- to share with a woman in need.  These will be 
assembled into Pamper Packs and given to women's 

shelters in the Griffin District. 
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It was a beautiful day outside and 
inside as Griffin District United 
Methodist Women held their 
annual District Mission Study Feb. 
17 at Jonesboro First UMC.

Almost 60 women were present 
to participate in the “Living as 
a Covenant Community” study, 
led by Mary Anne Brannon, or 
“Missionary Conferences of the 
UMC,” led by Kathy Cook.

Barbara Rankin, Education and 
Interpretation chairperson for the 
district executive team, coordinated 
the day’s events, and also, with the 
help of Martha Huckaby, operated 
the Book Tables. They were filled 
with books from our Reading 
Program list for the year, as well as 
many free resources.

The Jonesboro First United 
Methodist Women, led by president 
Takeisha Dixon, were outstanding 
in their hospitality. They provided 
both a delicious breakfast and 
lunch, and there were many 
requests for the recipes for the 
home-made soups. The tables 
were decorated with hearts for 
Valentine’s Day, with the theme 
“UMW is the heart of mission.” 

Amen to that! 

One wonderful aspect of the day 
was the tremendous number of 
toiletries that attendees brought 
to share with women in need. We 
collected 46 bottles of shampoo, 
29 bottles of lotion, 10 deodorant 
containers, 65 toothbrushes (some 
with several to a packet), 62 tubes 
of toothpaste, 116 bars of soap, 
44 bottles of body wash, and 17 
bottles of conditioner!!

Wow! That’s a total of 389 items!

We are asking that attendees to 
the Lenten Day Apart also bring 
toiletries, which will be stored 
until August when we assemble 
our “Pamper Packs.” We will 
be filling individual backpacks 
or some kind of tote bag with 
feminine hygiene projects and 
toiletries, and we will take them 
to women’s shelters in the Griffin 
District to give to the women 
staying there. We hope by this 
small act of service we can make 
their stay a little brighter.

Thank you, Lord, for opportunities 
to learn and serve!

District Mission Study:  
Learning and Serving Together
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North Georgia Mission 
Project is Hygiene Kits
Griffin District United Methodist Women, along with United Methodist 
Women across the North Georgia Conference, are being asked to 
assemble hygiene kits for UMCOR and bring them to the North 
Georgia Annual Conference in June.

The collection time for the kits is stricter this year and will take place 
only during the registration time on Monday afternoon, June 11, and 
on Tuesday morning, June 12. The annual UMW breakfast will take 
place on June 13 during conference.

The items included in a kit are very specific and should not be 
deviated from. They include one hand towel, one washcloth, one comb, 
one metal nail file or nail clippers, one bath-size bar of soap, one 
toothbrush and six adhesive bandage. The smaller items are wrapped 
in the hand towel and wash cloth and inserted into a one-gallon plastic 
bag and sealed.

Also, we are asked to include $1 per bag to cover the cost of a tube 
of toothpaste which will be inserted into the bag at the UMCOR 
warehouse. Please keep the monetary donations in a separate envelope 
and bring them along with the completed kits to the collection point at 
conference. 

Every church or charge has at least one clergy delegate and one lay 
delegate to annual conference who can bring the kits with him/her. If 

this can’t be arranged, contact Alice Smith at waltalicesmith@aol.com 
and she will arrange to pick them up.

The hygiene kits will be distributed by UCMOR to persons who have 
had to leave their homes because of some kind of disaster.

You can find specific directions by going to umcor.org and clicking on 
relief supplies.

Thank you for your support of this project. Last year the Griffin 
District responded magnificently well to the request for layette kits, 
and we trust you will be as responsive with the donation of hygiene 
kits.

North Georgia 
Conference Faith, 
Fun, Everyone 
Scheduled  
March 10
An exciting day for United Methodist Women in North 
Georgia is approaching with the Faith, Fun, Everyone 
event to be held Sat., March 10 at Bethany UMC in 
Smyrna, GA. Registration begins at 8 a.m. and the 
program at 9:15.

The highlight of the day will be meeting and hearing from Shannon 
Priddy, national president of United Methodist Women, who will give 
the keynote address.

In addition to two talks by Shannon, everyone will 
be able to attend one of nine workshops: Chair Yoga, 
Beginner Pilates, Continuing Disaster Assistance, 
Identity Theft, Having a Faith that Overcomes, Mission 
Minded Crafts, Legislative Update, Nutrition and a 
UMW Topic that will be led by Shannon.

The cost of the day is only $10, and that includes 
breakfast and lunch. Childcare will be provided at no 
extra cost. Bethany UMC is located at 760 Hurt Road, 
Smyrna, 30082. You can register by sending in the 
registration form that is on page 6 or by going online at 
ngumw.org.

Let’s plan to have a big attendance from the Griffin 
District! The district with the most women registered 

under 40 will be recognized with a gift to the Legacy Fund. The 
deadline for registering is Feb. 24. According to the registration form, 
there will be no onsite registration, so you much register and pay by 
the Feb. 24 deadline. (See form on next page)

REGISTER ONLINE @ https://www.etouches.com/2018umwffe

Shannon Priddy,  
Keynote Speaker
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NORTH GEORGIA CONFERENCE UMW MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE & OUTREACH PRESENTS: 

FAITH ~ FUN ~ EVERYONE > THE POWER OF BOLD  
Saturday, March 10, 2018 @ Bethany UMC (LACY HALL) 

760 Hurt Rd  Smyrna GA 30082  http://www.bethanyumc.net  
Featuring Keynote Speaker ~ Shannon Priddy ~ National UMW President 

REGISTER ONLINE @ https://www.etouches.com/2018umwffe 
SORRY, NO ON-SITE REGISTRATION OR WALK-INS FOR THIS LIMITED CAPACITY EVENT 

FIRST NAME   LAST NAME 
EMAIL   PHONE 
CHURCH       UMC 
DISTRICT:    Athens Elberton  |  Atlanta College Park  |  Atl Decatur Oxford | Atlanta Emory  |  Atlanta Marietta  | 

 | Atlanta Roswell  |  Augusta  |  Gainesville | Griffin  |  LaGrange  |  Northwest  |  Rome Carrollton 
Address, City, State, Zip: 

Age Group:    Teen |  20  |  30  |  40  |  50  |  60  |  70  |  80  |  90+ 
District Challenge:  Contribution to Legacy Fund to Honor District with most 20-30-40’s present 

Are you a first time attendee?   Yes | No 
Free Childcare if Registered by 2/24/2018:  Name(s) & Age(s) 
Emergency Contact Person Name & Phone:  
List Special Needs/Limitations:   e.g. Hearing Assistance  |  Mobility | Other:  

Registration Check-In 8am* | Gathering Music, Welcome & Intro 9:15am | Key Note Speaker 9:25 |  
Workshop 10:45 | Lunch Noon | Closing with Key Note 12:45 | 

*Visit the PRAYER LABYRINTH then check out our National Mission Institution displays | Free UMW Resources will
be available with an opportunity to purchase 2018 Prayer Calendars, Program Books, & Handbooks

WORKSHOP:  SELECT A 1ST AND 2ND CHOICE > Write [1] next to your first choice & [2] next to second choice
[   ] Chair Yoga–Seated adaptations for traditional poses + 
Beginner Pilates (bring mat) - Stretch for Strength 

[   ] Mission Minded Crafts:  Origami Cross, Prayer Squares, 
Card Making  

[   ] Continuing Disaster Assistance–After The Limelight Fades [   ] Legislative Update | Healthcare 
[   ] Having A Faith that Overcomes [   ] Nutrition - Eating Well At Any Age 
[   ] Identify Theft – How To Protect Your Identity [   ]  UMW Topic led by Shannon Priddy 

EVENT COST:  Only $10, includes a light breakfast, lunch and one workshop. 
 Must Register & Pay by Saturday, February 24, 2018 

Payment Options: 
 [] MAILING CHECK…………………………………………………………….…………> 
 [] CREDIT CARD (ONLY AVAILABLE WITH ONLINE REGISTRATION) 
 [] Guest of Conference or NGCUWM Officer 

Make checks payable to:  NGC UMW 
Mail checks to:  

MEMOREE EMERSON, REGISTRAR 
1045 CHATHAM RD 
BUFORD GA 30518 

HTTP://NGUMW.ORG/ 

“So, if the old way, which has been 
replaced, was glorious, how much 
more glorious is the new, which 
remains forever! Since this new way 
gives us such confidence, we can be 
very bold.”

2 Corinthians 3:11-12 (NLT).  
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Save the Date
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Save the date and join us in celebrating 
Day of Giving on March 23, 2018.  
Giving to The Legacy Fund supports  
the continuation of United Methodist 
Women service and advocacy for  
women, children and youth from  
this generation to the next. 

Together, we are building  
our next legacy.

• Online at: 
 www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund

• By phone: 800-278-7771 
(8 am - 6 pm EST, Monday - Friday).

• Text: 41444 and enter Legacy150  
 in the message area.

•  By check to: 
United Methodist Women 
Attn: Development, Legacy Fund 
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10115 
Write “The Legacy Fund”  
in the memo section.

• We are pleased to announce that  
generous donors have committed funds  
to leverage and grow the gifts recieved  
on Day of Giving, March 23, 2018. 
Your gift can have a an even greater  
impact in honoring our founders by  
contributing to the Legacy Endowment 
Fund Campaign on Day of Giving!

GIVE:

Day of Giving | March 23, 2018
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On Super Bowl Sunday the United Methodist Women 
and the congregation at Andrews Chapel UMC stood in 
the Red Zone against Human Trafficking

Margaret Spencer, Vice President of the unit, shared 
information on human trafficking with the congregation 
during the Sunday worship service. Twenty years ago, 
United Methodist Women began awareness and interven-
tion programs in the area of human trafficking. Today, the 
trafficking of persons for labor or the sex trade in the U.S. 

and abroad is a main-
stream issue in commu-
nities and law enforce-
ment at every level! This 
is a serious issue in the 
state of Georgia.

She stated that human trafficking impacts over 20 million people, with 
70 percent of all detected trafficking incidents involving women and 
children.

In football, the area between the 20-yard line and the goal of the 
defensive team is known as the Red Zone. When a team on offense has 
the ball in the Red Zone, that team is often about to score; fans take 
notice and pay close attention to what is happening on the field.

In the fight to end human trafficking, United Methodist Women stand in 
the Red Zone, poised to score points to “Intercept Human Trafficking.”

To bring further awareness of human trafficking to the congregation, 
the United Methodist Women designed and distributed red paper 
church fans shaped like a football. On Super Bowl Sunday the 
congregation was asked to please stand in the Red Zone to show you 
want to protect those who are vulnerable and to prosecute traffickers 
and limit their ability to operate. Stand in the Red Zone to celebrate 

the potential, 
courage and 
heart of trafficking survivors. Stand in 
the Red Zone so that all who have been 
victimized by trafficking see the United 
Methodist Women’s Red Zone as a sign 
of faith, hope and love in action to move 
with them from trauma to victory.

The presentation ended with the 
congregation reciting this Prayer for 
Super Bowl Sunday and waving their fans:

Loving God, we come before you this Super 
Bowl Sunday, thanking you for the good 
things that this day represents and what it 
means to so many people. 

However, Lord, we know that we are called 
to reach out in the midst of our bliss to 
those for whom such joyful days are few or 
nonexistent.

Holy One, we pray for those who have been 
sold into the sex trade. We ask that you 
send the Comforter to them this day. 

Please ease their fears, loneliness and 
physical pain. Give them hope and help to 
escape.

Merciful God, although it is hard to do, help 
us show mercy to those who are profiting 
from this trade and to the poor families 

who sell their little girls to the traders. 

We ask that you turn them from their sinful ways and help them see a 
way to repentance.

Glorious Creator, please bless and uplift those in the battle against 
this horrible sin. You know that it is frustrating, hard and sometimes 
dangerous for them to take a stand. 

Please give them hope, continued courage and protection from anyone or 
any system that works against them.

Lord, give us, your servants, the courage to comfort the abused, confront 
the abuser and support those who are at the front lines of the struggle. 

We ask these things in the name of your son Jesus the Christ.

Amen.

ANDREWS CHAPEL STANDS 
AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Margaret Spencer, 
Vice President
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  A New Holiday Tradition
Written by: Matilde Davis • Photos by: Nokuthaba Bray • Edited by: Maxine Richardson

It is 7pm on a Friday night at Riverdale 
First United Methodist Church. From the 
parking lot, you can hear the faint sound 
of music. As you get closer to the church’s 
doors, you can hear laughter and smell 
the scent of well-seasoned food. The parking lot is packed, the music is set, and the people 
inside definitely sound like they are having a ball.

It is December 15, 2017, and the United Methodist Women of Riverdale First United 
Methodist Church are holding their annual Christmas Party in the church’s 
Fellowship Hall. On the left side of the room is a line of tasty food: mac 
and cheese, sweet potato soufflé, chicken wings, and so much more. On the 
right side of the room is the beautifully decorated holiday backdrop with 
accompanying props: Santa hats, reefs, and reindeer ears. In the middle of 
the room is the dance floor, where we electric slide, cupid shuffled, the “Soul 
Train” line and wobbled the night away. 

Every year we have a great time at the Christmas party. However, this year 
was particularly special because we invited the men of the church to join us. 
Together with the United Methodist Men, Riverdale First United Methodist 
Women proved that, yet again, the church is a place of worship, fellowship, 
and fun!

 



A Busy Year for  
Griffin First UMW
The Griffin First United Methodist Women are off to a busy start for 
this coming year. We are making plans for a lot of special programs and 
activities, beginning with participation in the Griffin District Mission 
Study in Jonesboro First UMC on February 17.  On February 28 we will 
share our Lenten Wednesday Night Supper featuring a short talk on 
advocating for children within the legal system. Our next program is our 
annual Taster’s Luncheon on March 18 which is always a big success! 

Going forward we are planning for April to be our “Outreach Month,” con-
centrating on encouraging others in our church and beyond to participate 
in the Griffin First UMW with a “Ladies Tea Party/Fashion Show.” Packing 
health kits in May and collecting items for our annual Christmas Shoe 
Boxes for Uganda in June are also high on our list of programs.

This year is going to be a busy year and, we hope, a strengthening of what 
United Methodist Women stands for - “The Power To Be Bold.”

Union UMW Participates in 
Varied Mission Projects
By Gwyndolyn Mainor, President

Through the years Union UMC in Stockbridge has been blessed by a 
dedicated United Methodist Women’s unit. We now have 16 active women, 
which includes two who have joined this year.

We are a Silver Mission Today unit!

Some of our mission projects include donating items to the residents at 
Murphy-Harpst, as part of the Griffin District Annual Meeting last fall; 
assembling 151 hygiene kits, which were taken to the North Georgia 
Annual Conference in June; and collecting box tops which are sent to Red 
Bird Mission.

Some other projects are making sandwiches for the summer school lunch 
program; distributing “thank-you” treats to the teachers at a local day-care 
center once a month; and donating to the United Methodist Children’s 
Home, Murphy Harpst, Rockdale Cares and Helping in His Name food 
pantry.

A highlight of our activities last year was welcoming missionaries, the Rev. 
and Mrs. Richard Navarro, and their children to our church to share some 
of the work they are doing in Taiwan. They chose our church because of 
emails sent to them by one of our members. The names and addresses for 
our correspondence with missionaries are taken from the Prayer Calendar.

We work closely with our food pantry, God’s Table, and we provide help to 
such community organizations as A Friend’s House in McDonough and 
domestic violence centers in McDonough and Conyers.

This year we are proud of our new UMW bulletin board as we display 
monthly highlights about our ministry to our congregation.

Jonesboro First Assists 
Helping Agencies in  
Clayton County
In 2016 the United Methodist Women at Jonesboro First UMC in Clayton 
County decided to emphasize local missions as their “overarching goal” for 
the year, says President Takeisha Dixon.

“It had come to our attention that in working with these groups that we 
could do more to make an impact,” she said.

The organizations they decided to target included Rainbow House, a 
children’s shelter; Calvary Refuge Center which assists homeless persons 
and families; Samaritans Together, which operates a food pantry and other 
services for families in need; Kinship Care Resource Center, which aids 
grandparents and other relatives raising children in the absence of their 
parents; and Southern Crescent Sexual Assault Center and Child Advocacy 
(SCSAC).

The circles at Jonesboro First collected several different items, such as 
undergarments, diapers and feminine projects, and then brought them to 
their Mother’s Day Banquet at the end of April. “The 2016 Pamper Pack 
initiative was a wonderful accomplishment which generated 2,008 items, 
of which 1,300 were diapers,” said Takeisha. The diapers are so important, 
she added, because in some emergency care situations, mothers are only 
allowed two diapers a day.

All the donations were distributed to the organizations listed above. “The 
underwear and sanitary supplies were most needed at Rainbow House, 
Calvary Center and SCSAC,” said Takeisha. “The diapers were most needed 
at Samaritans Together, Kinship Care and Calvary.”

The Griffin District UMW executive team was so inspired by this project 
that we have decided to make it district-wide this year. We will be 
narrowing the focus somewhat because we will be assembling individual 
Pamper Packs filled with toiletries and feminine hygiene projects that will 
be given to women’s shelters in the district. In future years we may enlarge 
the scope or focus on a different item, such as diapers.

The Pamper Packs will be assembled on Sat., Aug. 18, as one activity 
for the day at our Faith, Fun, Everyone event at Wesley Chapel UMC in 
McDonough.

Thanks, Jonesboro First, for your inspiration!
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We are fortunate at Jonesboro First United Methodist Church to have a 
service where we hold our annual Prayer Shawl & Blankets Dedication 
during the two worship services.  Since these ministries began, we have 
dedicated 716 prayer shawls.

God continues to bless our community, family and 
friends through this vibrant ministry. Many of the 
ladies have been truly impacted by this  service - both 
as they make the shawls and blankets and then when 
they see how meaningful they are to those who receive 
them.  We are truly thankful to be that connection 
to others at their greatest time of need. Many are 
in hospitals or homebound due to illness, some are 
homeless, and some are children going through foster 
care or challenges. 

We really want to continue and expand upon this work. 
Lately, we are trying to help as many homeless people 
as possible with scarves. We would like to establish 
more help for people in shelters along with the blanket 
ministry. 

As part of the prayer shawls ministry, we made a 
donation of shawls to the Griffin District United 
Methodist Women for use in a district mission project. 

These will be given to women’s shelters in the district, along with 
“Pamper Packs” filled with toiletries and feminine hygiene products 
for the residents.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Jonesboro First has Vibrant Prayer Shawls Ministry
By Takeisha Dixon, President, Jonesboro First UMW
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Shoe Box Ministry 
Brightens Children’s Lives 
at Christmas
One of the mission projects sponsored by many UMW units and 
churches in the Griffin District is the Christmas Shoe Box ministry 
sponsored by the United Methodist Disaster Warehouse in Decatur, Al. 
Groups fill shoe boxes with small toys and articles of clothing that are 
given out to children at Christmas by United Methodist missionaries.

Last year, according to a report by Ray Crump, manager of the 
warehouse, some 12,695 shoe boxes were given to children in 
nine different countries. At the same time, the 
warehouse was busy helping with hurricane relief 
in Texas, Louisiana, Florida and the Virgin Islands.

The Christmas Shoe Box ministry has grown 
in popularity among UMW units in the North 
Georgia Conference with the help of Sue Raymond, 
former conference president, and her husband 
Terry. At the Conference Mission u in July, they 
distribute shoeboxes to attendees, who fill them 
and bring them back to the conference annual 
meeting in October. The Raymonds then take the 
shoe boxes to the warehouse in Alabama where 
they are shipped overseas.

The majority of the boxes are distributed in 
countries in Central America and the Caribbean 
but last year shoe boxes were sent as far away as 
Uganda, Africa. Some other places where the boxes 
were given out were orphanages in Haiti, churches 
in Honduras and to children of prisoners in Costa 
Rica.

Each shoe box has 
a coloring book in 
the children’s native 
language telling the 
story of the birth of 
Jesus. If you would like 
to know more about 
this project, contact 
Ray Crump at 256-341-
9961 or raylcr@aol.
com.

The Griffin District 
United Methodist 
Women’s executive 
team is planning a 
mission trip to work 
in the warehouse April 
3-5.

Children about to open their 
Christmas boxes in Honduras

The son of a prisoner 
opens a shoe box 

with the story of the 
Birth of Jesus.

Families of prisoners gather in church
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Griffin District United Methodist Women Officers 2018
President Alice Smith 1324 Nickel Oak Bend McDonough, GA 30252 770.914.2265 waltalicesmith@aol.com

Vice President Dr. Susan R. Dyer 1611 Thornwick Trace Stockbridge, GA 30281 678.565.7831 dyersusan@bellsouth.net

Secretary Michelle Cole 11560 Summer Trace Hampton, GA 30228 678.772.1926 comchl7@aol.com

Treasurer Myna Walton 101 Barrystone Rd. Juliette, GA 31046 478.954.9875 mynahw59@gmailcom

Spiritual Growth Polly Flannigan 242 Hoppin Branch Rd. Griffin, GA 30224 770.227.0145 p.flannigan@aol.com

Membership-
Nuture-Outreach

Wilma Dennis 450 Kimberly Court McDonough, GA 30252 404.354.0271 wjd26@msn.com

Social Action Colleen Fryza 786 Regal Rd. Jackson, GA 30233 770.815.5484 colleenmlove@gmail.com

Education and 
Interpretation

Barbara Rankin 743 McLaurin St. Griffin, GA 30224 770.227.7416 bprankin@bellsouth.net

Communications Kellie Frissell 106 Audubon Parkway Stockbridge, GA 30281 678.386.4472 kellie@kfdp.com

Program Resources Barbara Rankin, 
Martha Huckaby

Barbara (above)
Martha: 314 Leola Dr.

Griffin, GA 30224 770.227.6121 huckaby314@yahoo.com

Chair Comm. on 
Nominations

Jennifer Johnson 139 Whitaker Rd. McDonough, GA 30252 770.356.4669 jennyjohn529@bellsouth.net

CON Member Ann Jones 1380 Lake Forest Lane McDonough, GA 30253 770.957.5458 jones1641@charter.net

CON Member Cindy Jones 190 Scenic Drive McDonough, GA 30252 770.898.4129 tcbjones@bellsouth.net

CON Member Pat Lassiter 4360 W. Ellis Rd. Griffin, GA 30223 770.228.4797 nanalassiter@gmail.com

CON Member Maxine Richardson 7020 Old Bethsaida Way Riverdale, GA 30296 770.997.0804 msmaxinerich@hotmail.com

District Supt. Rev. Richard Winn PO Box 13 Griffin, GA 30224 770.227.1074 grfnds@bellsouth.net

The PURPOSE of United 
Methodist Women
The Purpose is adopted by the General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church as the official mission statement of United Methodist 
Women.

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose 
is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts 
of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

Out of the Purpose are four mission foci that relate to the mission 
initiatives and priorities of United Methodist Women.

• To be a community of women

• To know God

• To develop a creative and supportive fellowship

• To expand concepts of mission

mailto:bprankin@bellsouth.net
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Griffin District UMW Calendar for 2018
     Event   Date   Place    Time

Executive team Jan. 13 District Office
430 W. Poplar St.
Griffin, GA 30224

9 a.m.

Mission Study Feb. 17 Jonesboro First’
142 S. Main St.
Jonesboro, GA30236

8:15 a.m.

District Day Apart March 18 Andrews Chapel UMC
122 Watterson St.
Jonesboro, GA 30236

2:15 p.m. gathering, service 
at 3

Executive team mission trip to 
Decatur, AL

April 3-5 Decatur, AL

Executive team June 23 Wesley Way UMC
150 John Wesley Way
McDonough, GA 30253

9 a.m.

Local unit presidents’ reports Due to Alice Smith by 
July 15

1324 Nickel Oak Bend
McDonough, GA 30252
waltalicesmith@aol.com
770-914-2265

Faith, Fun, Everyone August 18 Wesley Chapel UMC
397 Racetrack Rd.
McDonough, GA 30253

8:30 gathering, program at 9

Executive team Sept. 15 Riverdale First UMC
6390 Church St.
Riverdale, GA 30274

9 a.m.

Annual Meeting/Leadership 
Development Day

Oct. 20 Red Oak UMC
3894 Walt Stephens Rd.
Stockbridge, GA 30281

8:15 a.m.

Executive team Christmas party Dec. 8 Home of Alice Smith
1324 Nickel Oak Bend
McDonough, GA 30253

9 a.m.

Conference and National Dates
March 10 - Faith, Fun, Everyone, Bethany UMC, Smyrna

May 18 -20 - United Methodist Women Assembly, Columbus, Ohio

June 13 - UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference, Athens, GA

July 26-28 - Mission u, Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Toccoa, GA

Oct. 6 - North Georgia Conference Annual Meeting, Rome First UMC, 
Rome, GA

Nov. 3 - Leadership Development, Johns Creek UMC, Johns Creek, GA
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It’s not too late to register for 
the 20th Assembly of United 
Methodist Women, an international 
gathering which will take place 
May 18-20 in Columbus, Ohio. 
The registration deadline is April 
9, and you can register online at 
unitedmethodistwomen.org.

A block of rooms has been reserved 
for North Georgia Conference women 
at the LaQuinta Inn, 3962 Jackpot Rd., 
Grove City, OH; telephone 614-539-
6200. The cost is $149 per night per 
double room, and a shuttle will take you back and forth to the convention 
center. The cut-off date to reserve a room is April 17, and the block is listed 
under “North Georgia UMW.” If you need more information about the 
rooms or have other questions, contact Stephanie Dressler, Conference 
Assembly Liaison, at stephdressler@bellsouth.net or 770-337-8461.

The theme of the event is “The 
Power of Bold,” and about 8,000 
United Methodist Women are 
expected to attend from the United 
States and other countries. The 
events will include outstanding 
speakers and worship services, 
town hall-type meetings, exhibits, 
workshops and, of course, the warm 
fellowship that always results when 
United Methodist Women gather.

During our time together we will be 
learning about the enormous scope 

of United Methodist Women’s work and learning more about our four 
social justice priorities: Maternal and Child Health, Climate Justice, Mass 
Incarceration and Economic Inequality.  No doubt we will come home 
greatly inspired and more committed than ever to our mission of “Faith, 
Hope, Love in Action. 

Assembly Registration Open Until April 9

ASSEMBLY 2014, LOUISVILLE, KY.



A keynote speaker will be Leymah Gbowee, 
a Nobel Peace Prize winner from Liberia. She 
and two other women — Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf, former president of Liberia, and 
Tawakkol Karman from Yemen received the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2011 for their work in 
leading a women’s peace movement that 
brought an end to the Second Liberian Civil 
War in 2003.

Among several other well-known speakers 
will be Michelle Alexander, author of the book, 
“The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in 
the Age of Colorblindness,” one of our UMW 
Reading Program books, and Marion Wright 
Edelman of the Children’s Defense Fund.

Photos courtesy of UMW.org

Michelle Alexander Marian Wright Edelman Leymah Gbowee Katharine Hayhoe

Tamika D. Mallory Linda Sarsour Harriett Jane Olson Rev. Hannah Adair Bonner

SPEAKERS FOR 2018 ASSEMBLY


