
 

AMAR DISTRICT UMW NEWSLETTER         REACH OUT SPRING 2020   

 [Type text] 

 

Atlanta Marietta District 

United Methodist Women Newsletter 

SPRING 2020 
______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reach Out 

 



 

AMAR DISTRICT UMW NEWSLETTER         REACH OUT SPRING 2020   

 [Type text] 

 

Tamara Askew, President 

Greetings Sisters in Christ, 

I pray that this message reaches you safe and well! 

As information about COVID-19 is changing every moment in our community and nation, I hope Your Light is 

continuing to Shine!  Regardless of our circumstances, our theme verse reminds us to “Let your Light Shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in Heaven.” Matthew 5:16. (NIV) 

As we continue to be In the Shelter of the Most High! I will continue to keep you informed as needed. 

Recently I sent an email with a letter from our Conference President regarding the 8-district restructure and the 

current plans in place. As we continue to get updates with this process, I will keep you informed. If you are a local 

president and did not receive this email please let me know as soon as possible. Email will be an important 

communication vehicle during this time so please make sure you are reviewing them. (Conference President’s letter 

is included in this Newsletter)  

Below are updates of upcoming events.  Please take note. 

AMAR United Methodist Women District: 

July 6, 2020   Local Unit Reports Due      (Send to District President Tamara Askew) 

October 25, 2020   District Annual Meeting  Smyrna UMC 

 

North GA United Methodist Women Conference: 

SEJ has been postponed  (Date TBA) 

July 10-11 2020   Mission U  Cancelled  (Virtual Studies in the works) 
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August 28-29 2020   North GA United Methodist Annual Conference  

August 29 2020   UMW Breakfast (registration available soon) 

UMCOR Cleaning Kits and UMCOR Monetary donations is the collection for this year. 

Please visit the North GA Conference website for more information at ngumw.org 

 

As these most uncertain days remain, please know that I am praying with you and for you! 

Also remember to keep our communities and nation in prayer as well as each other. 

 

Tamara Askew  

President 
Atlanta Marietta District United Methodist Women  
TLA.UMW@gmail.com 
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April 13, 2020 

Greeting North Georgia United Methodist Women Members 

I pray you and your family are safe and healthy. The pandemic has brought many changes to our lives. I have sheltered-in 

place for almost a month, a new normal for me. I know I am not alone, and we are all doing things differently. 

I hope you are all aware of a change which will occur in the North Georgia Conference. The Conference will be 

restructured with the new configuration of eight (8) districts instead of twelve (12). The new structure will be voted on 

during the 2020 session of Annual Conference. As of this time, the Bishop and the Cabinet will be meeting soon to 

determine the date for Annual Conference. 

Please know, the United Methodist Women’s Conference Executive team has begun the planning process for this change. 

The Conference Executive team and the twelve (12) District Executive teams will be working together to put in place new 

teams for the eight (8) districts. The new structure for United Methodist Women will be effective January 1, 2021. 

I am encouraging each of the current twelve districts to have a celebration to recognize the achievements and successes of 

the district before the end of this year.   Each of the new districts will plan an event for early 2021 to bring together 

members of the new districts and to install the new district officers.  

This is a change and a new endeavor for the North Georgia Conference United Methodist Women, so we will be working 

together (Conference and Districts) to get the job done.  We are experiencing a new thing and will adjust as needed. 

Additional information about the plans and process will be provided as we move forward. 

I ask your prayers for the North Georgia Conference, the United Methodist Women, the churches and all of us as we 

navigate this process. Here is a link to a video on the Conference website you can view  on the new district structure 

https://www.ngumc.org/district-restructure. 

Let’s continue to remain safe and healthy during these times of uncertainty as we have hope in Jesus Christ. 

Blessings Peace and Joy, 

Tryphenia Speed 

 

President 

North Georgia Conference  

United Methodist Women  

 

https://www.ngumc.org/district-restructure
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Ada Bretti 
Treasurer 
 
Greetings! 
  
Greetings…it has a whole new meaning these days!  Staying home, away from friends, family and the 
people we care about has certainly changed our lives.  I can’t wait until we can all be together again 
to celebrate all the blessings we have and the ones we are missing! 
 
I want to send a special “thank you” to all our Unit Treasurers.  We finished the 1st. Quarter with 
overwhelming support!  Legacy Fund “Day of Giving” donations and Sacrificial Gifts to Clark Atlanta 
University were great!  Thank you for all you do to keep us going - especially in this stressful time! 
 
As AMAR District, our Executive Team has voted to start a District ZOOM account in the upcoming 
year.  This will not only allow us to stay in closer contact with our District Executive Team Members, 
but the women in our Units as well. 
 
A project of the North Georgia Conference this year is collecting pull-tabs from aluminum cans.  I was 
surprised to learn “By recycling aluminum you save 95% of the energy it takes to make a new 
aluminum can.  Recycling one can is the equivalent of saving the carbon of one mile in the car.”  I 
have started my collection in an antique bowl.  Send in a picture of how you are saving yours! 
 
As United Methodist Women, WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
 
I wish you all a safe and healthy spring!   
 
Let your Light Shine Bright! 
 
Blessings and Hugs to come,        
 
Ada Bretti 
Treasurer 
678-770-6432 
ada.umw@gmail.com 
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Social Action 

 

                                             Edna Felmlee 

 

A Book Review by Edna Felmlee 

An  Invisible  Thread 

by Laura Schroff and 

Alex Tresniowski 
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An Invisible Thread is the true story of an 
eleven year old panhandler and a busy New 
York Sales Executive.  It is a study about 
children whose lives are harder than 
anyone can imagine.  It is a story of how an 
act of kindness can change the lives of a 
child and an adult.  This story tells you to 
never stop dreaming.   
 
Laura Schroff is an executive when she 
passes a young child asking for spare 
change so he can get something to eat.  She 
passes by, does not stop, knowing how 
many panhandlers there are in New York 
City.  Then she stops, turns around, goes 
back to him and asks if he would like to go 
to McDonalds.  He says “yes, can I have a 
cheeseburger?”  From this encounter, Laura 
begins a lifetime relationship with a skinny, 
eleven year old boy.  They begin to meet 
every Monday at the same place. 
 
This relationship continues to this day.  It 
takes Laura through a life she never knew:  
drugs, death, prison, neglect, hunger, abuse 
and homelessness.  Laura and a boy named 
Maurice journey through life developing a 
friendship of love and care that can only 
exist between two people who love, respect 
and protect one another.  It is as if an 
invisible thread connects them to one 
another.  Over the years through changes 
and disappointments, this thread cannot be 
broken.  The bond they build is so strong 
that no disappointment can shatter their 
relationship, even when disappointment is 
a part of their relationship on both sides.   
 
Laura must overcome an abusive childhood 
and a disappointing marriage.  Maurice 
must overcome the influence of drugs, 

homelessness and death.  Both learn to rely 
on each other for faith, conviction and love.  
Both fulfilled needs each had for the other.  
As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said “Take 
the first step in faith.  You don’t have to see 
the whole staircase, just take the first step.”  
That is what Laura did when she turned 
back and it’s what Maurice did when he 
trusted her.   
 
I believe you will have a hard time putting 
this book down once you begin to read this 
story of an Invisible Thread.  This true story 
is most compelling.  While it shows the 
realities of poor families living in large 
metropolitan cities, it also shows that 
money does not guarantee success and 
happiness. 
 
The power of the message of An Invisible 
Thread is the experiences of Maurice and 
Laura.  They are both heartbreaking and 
stimulating.  It is a test of dreams.  This 
story is a real blessing to all who read it. 
 
I hope you enjoy the read. 
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2020 Atlanta Marietta District Mission Study 
Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission 

Led by Cindy Davis Campbell 

February 22, 2020 
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Acworth United Methodist Women 

 

During their May 7, 2020 Virtual Meeting, Acworth UMW discussed building the Body of Christ by 

connecting women globally, regionally and locally through encouragement, education, equipment 

and exchanging ideas.   

 

These three women were highlighted during their meeting: 

 

 

 
 

 

 
h.k.chang@wesley.or.jp 

 

The Rev. Hikari Kokai Chang is a United Methodist Women’s Regional Missionary serving as 

administrative and program executive director of the Wesley Foundation in Tokyo, Japan.  

The Wesley Foundation was reconstituted in 2011 for the better use of gifts offered by Christians from 

abroad and support for renewed mission efforts in this new era in Japan. Its focus is public benefit 

activities such as education and charities established to the glory of Christ. 

Our Three Missions 

 Women's Empowerment 

 Youth Leadership 

 Humanitarian Aid 

mailto:h.k.chang@wesley.or.jp
https://wesley.or.jp/english/women/index.html
https://wesley.or.jp/english/youth/index.html
https://wesley.or.jp/english/human/index.html
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To serve these three missions Wesley Foundation has centered its activities around three 

pillars: 

1) In-house programs for advocacy 

2) Providing opportunities to participate in seminars/training for several days in and outside 

Japan. 

3) Partnerships and support including grants to those organizations who share our missions. 

You are encouraged to learn more about connecting with women in Asia by contacting Reverend 

Chang. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
hannah@acworthumc.org 

Hannah Stubblefield serves as Director of Student Ministries at Acworth United 

Methodist Church. 

1.  How can we learn to reach out to the students and young adults? 

2.  What ways might we help them know that they are important and stay 

connected to a local church? 

Please reach out to Hannah regarding how you can make an impact by sharing 

your life with a young adult as a generational faith leader. 
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tla.umw@gmail.com 

 

 

Tamara Askew, President-Atlanta-Marietta District United Methodist Women  

 

Greetings in the name of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

“Let Your Light Shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 

your Father in Heaven.” 

(Matthew 5:16) 

What are you doing to be the light at this time? 

Tamara has made a tremendous impact serving her community and many United 

Methodist Churches. She is a gifted communicator and leads with authenticity and 

excellence. Please reach out to her with any questions or ideas regarding how you 

would like to become more involved to use your gifts serving Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

mailto:tla.umw@gmail.com
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Congratulations to Esther Circle of St. Andrew UMC, who prepared 320 gift 

bags for the day and night cleaning staffs of two local hospitals in Cobb 

County. 

The ladies prepared these goodie packages as a sincere “thank you” for their 

perseverance during this pandemic.  It was obvious that much love and care 

went into the preparation of these thank you packages. 

 We send our appreciation to Nicole Kidwell and Elada Dowdy for arranging this 

outreach activity, as well as to the sisters of Esther Circle.  Thank you for your 

acts of kindness. 

 

 

A few of the 320 gift bags prepared for the day and night cleaning staffs at two local hospitals. 
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BE HEALTHY! 

BE SAFE! 

 


