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Griffin District United Methodist Women will celebrate 
their 80-plus years of service and ministry in the name 
of Christ with a worship service/annual meeting at 10:30 
am Oct. 17 on YouTube. It will be a bittersweet time as 

we bid farewell to what is familiar and loved yet take up the mantle to 
continue the work of United Methodist Women as we move into three 
different districts next year. 

 The district leadership team had so hoped we could meet face-to-face 
for a grand celebration but the COVID-19 situation dictates that we meet 
virtually instead. The service will be pre-recorded and made available 
for viewing on Oct. 17. To view the video, go to the McDonough First 
UMC YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXBNYkh-
jVhLDU5v4NDb1LA, and click on Griffin District UMW Annual Meeting/
Worship Service. If the link does not work for you, then go to www.
youtube.com and type McDonough First United Methodist Church in the 
search bar.

The final district gathering will be a worship service with the Rev. Belinda 
McCastle, pastor of Red Oak UMC in Stockbridge, bringing the message. 
Music will be led by Ann Keesey, co-music director at McDonough 
First UMC, and the Rev. Carol Cook, the church’s pastor, will lead Holy 
Communion. While you will not be present to receive Holy Communion, 
we do urge that you take part by having your own elements available to 
partake.

We will not be able to physically take an offering that day. However, 
the district leadership team had decided earlier we would designate 
the offering for Murphy-Harpst Children’s Centers, one of our UMW-
related mission institutions. We urge you to participate in the offering 
by sending your donations to our district treasurer Wilma Dennis. She 
will write one check to Murphy-Harpst.

Some members of our Griffin District United 

Methodist Women’s leadership team 
will be taking part in the service as we 
recognize our United Methodist Women’s 
units for their faithfulness. Jenny Johnson, 
spiritual growth chair for the district, will 
lead a memorial service recognizing not 
only UMW members who have died in 
the past year but all those who have gone 
on before who gave their best to women’s 
ministry in the name of Christ.

You will be able to view the service at any time after Oct. 17 but we urge you 
to try to be a part of the gathering at 10:30 am that day so that we can have 
a feeling of unity. You will be able to interact by typing in a message to let 
others know you are present and are worshiping with them.

The Griffin District has existed under its current name since at least 
1940 when United Methodist Women was called the Woman’s Society 
of Christian Service. This 
name was adopted after a 
new women’s organization 
was created following the 
merger in 1939 of The 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, The Methodist 
Episcopal Church (North) 
and The Methodist 
Protestant Church. All three 
churches had women’s 
mission organizations 
that made up the newly 
organized WSCS.

An end — and a beginning — for  
United Methodist Women in the Griffin District

Final gathering set for Oct. 17, 10:30 am
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Rev. Belinda McCastle
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As I write this column, I am concluding my four years as 
president of Griffin District United Methodist Women 
with the knowledge that many of you I have gotten 
to know and love and appreciate deeply may not be 

crossing my path as much anymore.

That’s because UMW members in the Griffin District will be going 
three different ways next year as we organize into new districts 
with new names. That makes me sad! I keep telling myself in the 
overall scheme of things, not that much is 
changing. We will still have a United 
Methodist Women’s organization 
that is committed to caring for 
women and children in our 
churches and communities, 
across the US and around 
the world. We will still be 
advocating for a better way of life 
for all God’s people — for better care 
of the environment, for more hope 
and assistance to children caught in 
the School to Prison Pipeline, for more 
equitable pay that does not leave so many 
in or on the fringes of poverty, for better 
maternal care for women and healthcare for 
children. 

We will still be meeting in our same local units and in 
our same circles. Hopefully soon those gatherings will be face-to-
face as together we worship and learn and give and serve. Many say 
that the “new normal” will include more virtual meetings because 
it is more cost-efficient and time-efficient. But I hope that is not 
entirely the case, because I miss seeing you, sharing our fellowship 
in Christ, getting a hug and having a one-on-one conversation. After 
all, part of our purpose calls us to be a supportive community, and 
you while you can provide support through an email, a phone call, a 
Zoom meeting or a card, I think it is most always better in person!

I have new appreciation for United Methodist clergy who 
throughout their service have to say good-by to one congregation 
and hello to another. Surely they will miss people at their current 
church but they go to their new church with a sense of anticipation 
and willingness to serve. That’s kind of the way I feel now. I am sad 
the Griffin District is breaking up but I am sure I will meet women 
in my new district whom I will love and appreciate as I do you.

And that is what I hope for each of you too, that as you become 
part of your new district — North Central, South Central or 
Southwest — you will go with an open heart and an open mind and 
a willingness to serve.

As I end my tenure as president of Griffin District United Methodist 
Women, what I want to say above all to you is a heart-felt thank-you 
to each unit and to each individual member. I have appreciated so 
much your faithfulness as you serve in the name of Christ day-
by-day and month-by-month and year-by-year. I have appreciated 
so much your financial giving that supports ministries that we in 
the Griffin District will never experience personally but which are 
making such a big difference in the lives of those who are being 
served.

Some of our units in the 
Griffin District have small 
memberships while others 
have more members and 
more resources. But the one 

common denominator among 
all our units — and I have 

witnessed this up-close — is your 
willingness to serve in all the ways 

you can. That is what makes each 
one of our units a great one.

Having thanked our local units and 
UMW members, I also want to praise 

and give thanks for the district 
leadership team. I have often 

told them they are the 
best leadership team a 
president could have. 

We have had to roll with 
the punches this year and find 

new ways of doing ministry but this 
team has rose to the occasion each and every time. Each one of our 
district officers is a dedicated Christian and a dedicated member of 
United Methodist Women who carries out the duties of her office 
with excellence and a glad heart. Some of them will be assuming 
leadership positions in new districts. 

I will close with this verse from Phillippians 2:3: “I thank my God 
every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one 
of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now.”

Please continue to share the gospel in your own unique way and in 
your own unique setting. If I don’t see you face-to-face in the new 
year, please know I will remember each one of you with gratitude 
for who you are personally and for your faithful service in our great 
United Methodist Women’s mission organization.

Thanks, Griffin District United Methodist 
Women, for all the ways you love and serve

By Alice M. Smith
President, Griffin District UMW



Instead of gathering at a church for our annual 
August mission event, Griffin United 
Methodist Women met over Zoom 
Aug. 15 to learn how we can be 

better stewards of the earth that God 
has entrusted to our care.

The speaker was Christina 
Krost, who works 
professionally on 
environmental issues as the 
Southern Illinois Outreach 
Coordinator for Faith in 
Place, a national organization 
that works on just energy 
and climate issues. With 
regard to United Methodist 
Women, Christina is the “Be 
Just. Be Green” coordinator for 
the North Central Jurisdiction 
United Methodist Women and the 
incoming president of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference United Methodist 
Women.

The journey to hosting the mission event on Caring for God’s Good 
Creation underwent several transformations before it finally occurred 
in the Zoom format. At first the district leadership team had planned 
an event that would bring us together face-to-face to hear speakers, 
attend workshops and engage in hands-on mission projects.

As the year progressed and the COVID-19 pandemic did not lessen, 
we changed to a virtual meeting. And that, for sad reasons, had to 
be revamped as well when our speaker, Beth Bond, a beloved UMW 
member from Decatur First 
and an environmental activist, 
suddenly passed away.

Her death occurred just days 
before the mission event, 
but God made a way for us 
to still gather and talk about 
being better caretakers of 
God’s creation. The national 
organization recommended that 
we ask Christina to speak, and 
she was so willing, so gracious, 
and so knowledgeable. No one 
could doubt that God’s hand was 
guiding this event.

In fact, Christina pointed 
out, meeting virtually had 

its benefits in that it is better for the environment, since we 
were not driving our vehicles to a host site and we also 

were avoiding such costs as food, electricity, air 
conditioning and clean-up. “There are some 

(good) impacts on our earth by not going to a 
place,” she said. At the same time, she noted, 

meeting face-to-face provides a greater 
spiritual and emotional boost than we 
receive sitting in front of our electronic 
devices.

Christina began her presentation by 
talking about a theological framework 
for why we should care about the earth. 
She quoted probably the most familiar 
verse of the Bible to Christians, John 

3:16, and noted that when the verse 
begins “For God so loved the world”, 

God does just not mean “people” by the 
use of the word “world.” Instead, God means 

“everything, the sum of all creation.” She also 
noted that being caretakers of the earth is in our 

Methodist DNA, beginning with John Wesley, and 
continuing in our United Methodist Social Principles and 

actions by United Methodist Women.

United Methodist Women, she said, “has been ahead on climate justice 
for decades.” She gave as examples our support of the grape boycott 
in the 1960s in California because of abysmal working conditions of 
itinerant workers; the UMW decision in the late 1990s to use only 
chlorine-free paper because its production is much less stressful 
on the environment; the decision to use only “Fair Trade Coffee and 
Tea” products because they guarantee a more sustainable wage to 
small farmers; advocacy efforts urging Chevron to plug leaks in its 

pipelines that allow methane into 
the environment; and training and 
advocacy opportunities for UMW 
members who want to become 
more deeply involved in climate 
justice issues.

For several years, United Methodist 
Women has had 13 guidelines on 
conducting “sustainable” meetings, 
which means they are kinder 
to the environment and to the 
participants by making them more 
accessible to all women, by using 
less paper, by serving healthy foods 
and beverages, by being careful of 
water usage.

The “Be Just. Be Green: 13 Steps to 

How can we be better caretakers  
of God’s Good Creation?
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Christina Krost and  
her family enjoy a park in Illinois. 
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Sustainability” are accessibility, affordability, carbon footprint, healthy 
food and beverages, just economic opportunities, local solidarity, 
multigenerational inclusion, paper use, racial justice, toxin reduction, 
waste reduction, water use and well-being of participants. They are 
discussed in detail at https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
sustainability.

The big systemic change we must make, Christina said, is a move to 
“Just Energy for All” (see accompanying diagram on page 5) and the 
use of renewable energy. She suggested taking a personal audit of how 
we cool our homes and cook our food and how we fuel the vehicles we 
use to get around. Chances are, she said, it is through the use of fossil 
fuels which are the number-one contributor to air pollution.

She recognized that as we move away from fossil fuel use, it will mean 
unemployment for some people and thus there are justice issues 
to consider, including new job opportunities for those who may be 
affected. But the overall benefits, she summed up, are that Just Energy 

protects God’s creation, protects our health, benefits many and protects 
the future.

If you would like a copy of Christina’s PowerPoint presentation, 
please email Alice Smith at waltalicesmith@aol.com. A 
video recording of Christina’s presentation is available at the 
McDonough First UMC YouTube channel: :  https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=RLVyYb2MWmo If the link does 
not work for you, then go to www.youtube.com and type 
McDonough First United Methodist Church in the search bar. 
The video is entitled, “The Griffin District UMW 2020 Caring 
Missions.”

For national United Methodist Women resources, go to https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability.

For a “Waste Toolkit, Reduce, Reuse and Recycle Religiously” go 
to https://www.faithinplace.org/our-programs/waste. 

Hello ladies: I am going to share three ideas that anyone can 
use to recycle items at home and in a positive way help our 
environment. Small steps taken each day will in the end carry us 
a great distance towards our goals 

in being good stewards of God’s creation.

First, let’s use a shredder and reuse gift-wrap 
paper. Instead of going to the store to buy 
colorful filler for your gift bags, just shred your 
used wrap or paper and use that instead. If you 
have a shredder that cuts into tiny pieces, you 
can use the old paper to make party confetti.

Another way to use leftover gift wrap is to 
make jar toppers! Yes, you can cover your 
canning jar lid inserts with gift wrap. Some 
do it now with cloth, but you can use paper for 
kitchen gifts as well as decorate your jars in 
your home such as your toiletries. 

Simply choose the size jar you want and use 
the gold or brass colored insert/lid as your 
template. Cut out the circle in the paper of 
your choice and place on the lid; you can add a tad of adhesive if desired 
and then attach the band back on the jar. You can attach a matching gift tag 
also from the gift wrap. Add ribbon or burlap or twine and you have a nice 
gift. This works great in gift baskets too, with jars filled with goodies.

Second, let’s reuse some prescription bottles! These bottles are so handy for 
holding small items like pins, buttons, clips and such. You can decorate a 
label and make lovely new storage bottles.

I like to make useful gifts. One I like is a 
sewing kit! I purchased on Amazon small 
sewing kits that include a needle, thread and 
button that are small but useful. I then place 
the kit items in my prescription bottle and 
make a cute label. This gives me a great gift 
for anyone I meet, costs are low and, yes, I 

am again recycling an item!

My last idea to share is how to make quick and easy fire starters at home. 
If you have a fireplace or go camping or have a fire pit in the backyard, you 
can use this idea. All you need is toilet paper rolls (empty), dryer lint, and 
wax paper!

I cut out a few sheets of wax paper to fit the length of the roll, add enough 
paper so you can twist the ends of the roll like a tootsie roll candy. I collect 
lint from my dryer (a very fuzzy and sneezy job) and save in a bag until 
I need it. Next, I stuff the inside of the empty toilet paper roll with the 
lint and then wrap it with the wax paper like you are rolling a candy and 
twisting both ends. And there you have a fire starter that is useful, made of 
items we have at home which are being thrown away!

I hope these ideas get your juices flowing so that 
you can discover how easy it can be to do a good 
thing for God’s creation. I also hope this article 
finds you all safe, and may God bless you and our 
country. It has been a pleasure being with you.

Photos have all come from Pinterest.com where 
you can find specific instructions for each.

Three terrific ideas to reuse items  
instead of throwing them away

By Colleen Fryza
Griffin District Social Action Chair

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability
mailto:waltalicesmith@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLVyYb2MWmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLVyYb2MWmo
http://www.youtube.com
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability
https://www.faithinplace.org/our-programs/waste
http://Pinterest.com


The #1 contributor to climate change 
is greenhouse gas emmissions from 

fossil fuels used for electricity,  
transportation and heat.
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 to air pollution is the 

BURNING of fossil fuels.  

annually by U.S. children are due 
to ozone pollution from fossil fuels.

100 cities in the United States and 
100+ companies have already  

committed to move to 100 percent 
renewable energy.

100% 

Climate Justice JUST
ENERGY
4ALL

CARING FOR  
GOD’S CREATION

CAMPAIGN: 
JUST ENERGY FOR ALL
Be stewards of God’s creation: Work with  
companies and governments for clean, renewable 
energy through a just and equitable transition.

TAKE ACTION:  
unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice

 

500,000  
school days missed

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice
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Before I go, I wanted to let you know how much I have enjoyed 
serving as your Griffin District treasurer. Thank you all for 
your support, patience and friendship over the past two and 
one-half years. I will always treasure our friendship. My goal 

for 2020 was to continue to send out a monthly email reminder to each 
unit’s treasurer and president about the importance of giving to mission.

The Griffin District has been divided along county lines into three new 
districts and any remaining funds left in the Griffin District treasurer’s 
account will be sent to the new districts. Below are the new districts: 

District 2 | Central North: Fulton and Clayton 
Counties

District 4 | Central South: DeKalb, Henry, Newton, 
and Rockdale Counties

District 8 | South West: Butts, Coweta, Fayette, 
Harris, Heard, Jasper, Lamar, Meriwether, Monroe, 
Pike, Spalding, Troup, and Upson Counties

Our last remittance report as the Griffin District is the Fourth Quarter 
(Oct.-Dec.) report which will be due on Thursday, December 31, 2020.

It is imperative that the remittance forms are returned before the above 
due date. It is my responsibility to submit our report to the conference 
treasurer by the tenth day after the quarter has ended. Since this is our 
last remittance report as the Griffin District, I’m requesting that you 
submit your report to me no later than Monday, December 21, 2020. 
It is my goal to have our remittance report mailed to the conference 
treasurer no later than Monday, January 4, 2021.

The 2020 North Georgia Conference 
Supplemental Giving Emphases are:

1st Quarter (Jan. 1 to March 31) - Clark Atlanta 
University

2nd Quarter (April 1 to June 30) - Paine College, 
Augusta

3rd Quarter (July 1 to Sept. 30) - Murphy Harpst 
Children’s Centers, 

4th Quarter (Oct. 1 to Dec. 31) - New Bethlehem 
Community Center

The North Georgia Conference’s fiscal year goes from July 1, 2019 – June 
30,2020, and awards, such as 5 Star and 5 Star Plus, are based on what is 
given during that time. For third quarter (July-Sept. 2019), units in the 
Griffin District gave $4,679.35; in the fourth quarter (Oct.-Dec. 2019), 

Griffin District units gave $9,650.18; in the first quarter (Jan – Mar 2020), 
Griffin District units gave $8,907.90; and second quarter (April–June 
2020), Griffin District units give $4,350.20. The grand total of giving by 
Griffin District United Methodist Women in 2019-20 was $27,587.63. 
These amounts represent faithful giving by so many members in our local 
churches. 

Remember: Every Day of the Year is World Thank 
Offering:

Be sure to report World Thank Offering by the end 
of the Fourth Quarter.

Together we will work to fulfill the United Methodist 
Women’s Purpose.

Wilma Dennis  
Griffin District Treasurer

A message from our treasurer

Greetings!

The Griffin District also continued following the merger of The 
Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church in 
1968. That’s when United Methodist Women as we know it today came 
into existence. So, the Griffin District has existed under its current 
name since at least 1940 through 2020. 

You will find a listing of district presidents from 1940-2020 in this 
newsletter, along with a listing of individual units in the district today. 
Sadly, some units that were once part of the district are no longer 
meeting, and some were part of churches that no longer exist. The 
latter, for example, is the case of Jones Memorial in Morrow, one of 
our most faithful units. The church, however, ceased to exist following 
last month’s North Georgia Annual Conference.

As our Griffin District women move into different districts next year, 
our ministry and purpose will not change, and we must recommit 
ourselves anew to women’s ministry. The new district configurations 
were created by the downsizing of the districts in the overall North 
Georgia Conference from 12 districts to eight. Women in the Griffin 
District will now be part of the North Central District, the South 
Central District or the Southwest District.

Please join us at 10:30 am Sat., 
Oct. 17, for a wonderful celebration 
of our faithfulness to Christ 
through Griffin District United 
Methodist Women.

Griffin District Annual Meeting, continued from page 1
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I have been involved in many social 
issues for decades. Now, two of them 
have become front and center in 
my life. They are the environment 

and voting rights. I wondered what I 
could do. Then I heard a news reporter 
discussing the same things. She asked 
each of us to choose one thing and 
each of us could make a difference. So, 
I chose one thing with each of them.

My one thing with the environment is 
toilet tissue. I learned that most major 
toilet tissue and paper towel companies 
clear-cut forests to make their products 
and do very little to replace the trees. 
While I was watching that news report, 
I learned that there are two companies 
that make toilet tissue out of bamboo 
which grows like grass. Besides, it’s 
less costly and it does not harm the 
environment to produce. Most all these 

companies 
use 50 percent of their profits 
to build toilets for families in 
undeveloped countries. These 
companies are reelpaper.com 
and whogivesacrap.com. Yes, 
those are their real names. I have 
chosen to purchase my toilet 
tissue from whogivesacrap.com. 
The tissue is of good quality.

Choosing one social issue with 
regard to “voting rights” got to be more 

complicated. I wanted to find out more about drop boxes 
for voting ballots. Then I found out there was so much more 
information that I needed to know along with other 
people. For example: Am I registered? 
How can I register? Where is my polling 
place? When and where can I early vote? 

First, where are the drop boxes? I 
went to my computer and typed 
in the search bar, “Find my county’s 
ballot drop-box.” It took me to Georgia 
Democrats website and there was a drop-

down menu where I typed in my 
county. I learned there are twenty 
drop-box locations for Fulton County. 
I searched several other counties and 
found out every county has one or 
more drop-box locations per county. I 
copied and pasted this information for 
several metro-Atlanta counties. Then 
I made fliers which I handed out in 
my neighborhood. Also, I emailed this 
information to my friends and family in 
Georgia. These boxes are usually at the 
county’s courthouse or registrar’s office.

Next, I went to various websites to get 
answers to the other questions. One was 
the Secretary of State website which 
is https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/
mvp.do. There 
I discovered 
that my polling 
place had 
been changed. 

Therefore, I want to advise everyone 
to check your status. Please be sure 
you are active, whether you early vote, 
mail in your ballot or drop it off or 
vote in person on Election Day. Here 
are two additional websites that you 
can check your status or register to 
vote: rockthevote.com. 

Finally the last day to register 
is Monday, Oct. 5, 2020 for the 
November election. Early voting 
begins on Oct. 12. Please use your 
power — VOTE!

How to make a difference by voting 
and helping to save our trees
By Maxine Richardson
Chair, District Nominations Committee

Ballot dropoff boxes may look 
different from county to county.

http://reelpaper.com
http://whogivesacrap.com
http://whogivesacrap.com
https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do
https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do
http://rockthevote.com


Greetings everyone!

This year has brought lots of changes and 
great opportunities to continue to do the great 
works of the United Methodists Women a new way. Zoom, live streaming 
and YouTube technologies are tools that were introduced to some and 
enhanced to others. 

There are some things I would like to highlight and keep up front as we 
close our work in our current districts and head to our new districts:

1. Let’s come in strong and be counted in the 2020 national census by 
each local unit reporting its membership on the United Methodist 
Women’s website (www.unitedmethodistwomen.org). Presidents can 
submit reports as early as November 1, 2020.

2. Let’s encourage all members to go to the United Methodist Women 
website to obtain their personal membership cards. 

3. Everyone cheerfully invite and encourage all women to join and 
actively be part of our organization and mission work. I am sending 
sincere love and prayers of safety to each of you as you “Let Your Light 
Shine.”

This prayer, by Cameron Bellm of Seattle, was printed in the September issue of The Reflector, 
the newsletter of the North Georgia Conference United Methodist Women. It was included in 

the column by Carolyn Lee Wilson, spiritual growth coordinator for the conference. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between 
Preserving their health or making their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for 

Our children when their schools close, 
Remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 

Remember those who have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money 

In the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, 
Let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically 
Wrap out arms around each other, 

Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 
AMEN.

Prayer for a Pandemic 

Amid changing 
districts, report your 

membership and 
invite others in

By Claudette Neal
Griffin District Mission Nurture Outreach Coodinator

 
NORTH GEORGIA CONFERENCE UMW MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE & OUTREACH 

PRESENTS: 

FAITH ~ FUN ~ EVERYONE  

Saturday, March 7, 2020 @ Winder 1st UMC 
280 N. Broad Street, Winder, GA, 30680 https://www.winderfumc.com/ 

 
REGISTER ONLINE @ https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ffe 

 
SORRY, NO ON-SITE REGISTRATION OR WALK-INS FOR THIS LIMITED CAPACITY EVENT 
FIRST NAME                                LAST NAME 
EMAIL                                 PHONE 
CHURCH                                                                               UMC 
CIRCLE DISTRICT:    Athens Elberton | Atlanta College Park | Atlanta Decatur Oxford | Atlanta 
Emory | Atlanta Marietta | Atlanta Roswell | Augusta | Gainesville |Griffin | LaGrange | 
Northwest | Rome Carrollton 
Address, City, State, Zip: 

Circle Age Group:    Teen | 20 | 30 | 40 | 50 | 60 | 70 | 80 | 90+   
Are you a first-time attendee?   Yes | No 
Free Childcare if Registered by 2/22/2020:  Name(s) & Age(s) 
Emergency Contact Person Name & Phone:   
List Special Needs/Limitations:   e.g. Hearing Assistance | Mobility | Other:   

 Check-In 8:30* |Welcome & Intro 9:00am | Workshops 9:45 & 11:45| Lunch & 
Closing at 1:00pm 

*Visit the PRAYER LABYRINTH then check out our National Mission Institution Displays | Free 
UMW Resources will be available  

PICK TWO WORKSHOP SESSIONS:  MARK YOUR WORKSHOPS: 1ST & 2ND 
 
[   ]  Climate Justice 
 

[  ]  Mission Minded Crafts  
*Please bring flattened plastic shopping 
bags 

[   ] Stretching & Balance-Wear 
comfortable clothing [   ] Spiritual Growth Topic 

[   ] Prayer Beads [   ] Caregiving 101 
EVENT COST:  Only $15, includes a light breakfast, lunch and workshops. 

  Must Register & Pay by Saturday, February 22, 2020 
Payment Options: 
 [] MAILING     CHECK #_____ 
 [] PAY BY CREDIT CARD  
 [] Guest of Conference or NGCUWM Officer 

Make checks payable to:  NGC UMW 
Mail checks to:  
                    ANITA PYGATT, REGISTRAR 
                    404 TOWN CENTER DR., #511 
                    LAGRANGE, GA  30241 
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Griffin District United Methodist Women, it has been a great pleasure 
indeed being a part of the Griffin District and Griffin District Leadership 
Team for many years, serving as a nominations committee member, 
chairperson of the committee of nomination and this year serving as 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator. 

The love, friendship, spirit and outreach have been a great blessing to me.

I personally want to thank Alice Smith for her leadership of the Griffin 
District Leadership Team. It has been an awesome, spiritual and 
motivational experience, from traveling to Alabama to do mission and 
outreach to participating in all the Griffin District activities and mission 
outreach to representing Griffin District in the North Georgia Conference.

As we prepare to move into new districts, my 
prayer is that we will continue to carry out the 
UMW purpose as we continue to love, serve 
and grow in our church, community, district, 
conference and world. Remember there is 
hope for all the different issues going on in the 
world today. We must continue to keep our 
hearts and minds focused on the Lord.

Keep the Faith! Keep Praying! There is Hope!

Romans15:13: “May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Keep the faith! Keep praying! There is hope!
By Jennifer Johnson

Griffin District Spiritual Growth Coordinator

Griffin District United Methodist Women Officers 2020
President Alice Smith 1324 Nickel Oak Bend McDonough, 30252 770.914.2265 (H) 

404.797.5302 (C)
waltalicesmith@aol.com

Vice President Cynthia King 1002 Battlecreek Village Dr. Jonesboro 30236 678.541.1763 cynthiaking880@gmail.com

Secretary Ann Jones 1380 Lake Forest Lane McDonough, 30253 770.957.5458 jones1641@charter.nett

Treasurer Wilma Dennis 450 Kimberly Court McDonough, 30252 404.354.0271 wjd26@msn.com

Spiritual Growth Jennifer Johnson 139 Whitaker Rd. McDonough, 30252 770.356.4669 jennyjohn529@bellsouth.net

Membership-
Nuture-Outreach

Claudette Neal 160 Forest Lake Dr. Fayetteville, 30215 770.719.3976 (H) 
678.516.6895 (C)

claudette915@aol.com

Social Action Colleen Fryza 10340 Wrens Dr. Jonesboro, 30238 770.815.5484 colleenmlove@gmail.com

Education and 
Interpretation

Polly Flannigan 242 Hoppin Branch Rd. Griffin, 30224 770.227.0145 p.flannigan@aol.com

Communications Kellie Frissell 106 Audubon Parkway Stockbridge 30281 678-386-4472 kellie@kfdp.com

Program Resources Barbara Rankin 743 McLaurin St. Griffin, 30224 770.227.7416 bprankin@bellsouth.net

Chair Comm. on 
Nominations

Maxine Richardson 7020 Old Bethsaida Way Riverdale, 30296 770.997.0804 msmaxinerich@hotmail.com

CON Member Frenda Norwood P.O.Box 1211 Jonesboro 30237 404.825.3268 norw7785@gmail.com

CON Member Arlene Mangham 10287 Briarbay Dr. Jonesboro, 30235 678.462.8870 watts102@bellsouth.net

CON Member Kay Bonner 69 Lakeside Dr. Forsyth, 31029 478.994.6113 dohnkay@aol.com

CON Member Michelle Cole 11560 Summer Trace Hampton, 30228 678.772.1926 comch17@aol.com

District Supt. Rev. Richard Winn PO Box 13 Griffin, 30224 770.227.1074 grfnds@bellsouth.net
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In 2019-20, United Methodist Women’s units in the Griffin District were prohibited in many ways from 
participating in their regular activities. Still, many units remained steadfast in doing what they could in the ways 

they could in the service of Christ and United Methodist Women.

Normally the North Georgia Conference United Methodist Women recognizes local units with “Gold,” “Silver” or 
“Mission Today” awards for the number of activities they have participated in with regard to a list that is provided 

to them. Because so many units were not able to meet this year, the conference decided not to give out these 
awards but instead to list the churches and their number of accomplishments.

In the Griffin District, we recognize 19 local units:

“Mission Today” 
recognition in a year of pandemic

Andrews Chapel – 16

Bethel – 2

Christ – 12

Forsyth – 9

Fuller Chapel – 3

Griffin First – 16

Highland – 1

Joneesboro First – 13

Locust Grove – 1

McDonough First – 16

Monticello – 2

Mount Zion, Ellenwood – 2

Morrow First – 11

New Hope, Locust Grove – 5

Stockbridge First – 6

Union – 11

Wesley Chapel – 16

Wesley Way – 10

Williamson – 7
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The following United Methodist Women’s units in the Griffin District are recognized  
for participating in mission studies during the past year.

Andrews Chapel
 

“Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical 
Discipleship”

“Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission

Bethel

“Practicing Resurrection”
“What About Our Money? A Faith Response”

Griffin First:

“Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission”

McDonough First
 

“Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical 
Discipleship”

“Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission”

Morrow First

“Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical 
Discipleship”

 
Stockbridge First

“Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical 
Discipleship”

Union

“Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical 
Discipleship”

“Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission”

Wesley Chapel

“Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical 
Discipleship”

“Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission”

Eight local units participate in mission studies
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The following women in the Griffin District have completed Plan 1  

of the United Methodist Women’s Reading Program.

20 Griffin United Methodist Women  
receive reading awards

Andrews Chapel

Dorothy Davidson-Owens

Myra Thrash

Joan Tompkins

Connie Ward

Georgia Wilson

Forsyth

Diane Crane

Ruth Ham

Ann Haygood

Debbie Knox

Nell Maeser

Janice Pippin

Griffin First

Kit Benson

Susan King

McDonough First

Alice Smith

Molly Szymanski

Thomaston First

Charlotte Hancock

Wesley Chapel

Jackie Banks

Linda Brown

Imogene Hall 

Denise Louis



Congratulations to these churches recognized  
for their financial giving
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While many of our units in the Griffin District are very faithful in sending in their pledges to mission, twelve local 
church units in the Griffin District are being recognized as going the extra mile.

Financial awards come in three categories. 

Five Star Units give to all 5 Channels of Giving (Pledge, Special Mission Recognition Pins, Mission Cards, Memory 
Cards and World Thank Offering) as set by the national United Methodist Women’s organization. 

Five Star-Plus Units give to all 5 Channels of Giving plus Candle Burning. 

Five-Minute Units give to all five channels plus $200 or more to Candle Burning.

Griffin District units recognized as 5 Minute Units are 

Andrews Chapel and Wesley Chapel.

Five-Star Plus Units are 

Andrews Chapel, Wesley Chapel, Griffin First, Morrow First, Sunny Side and Union, Stockbridge.

Five-Star Units are 

Andrews Chapel, Wesley Chapel, Griffin First, Morrow First, Sunny Side,

Union (Stockbridge), Forsyth, Fuller Chapel, Locust Grove, Stark (Acorn Circle), Wesley Way and Williamson.
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A heartfelt thanks to our faithful  
United Methodist Women units in the Griffin District 

District Presidents  
For The Griffin District United Methodist Women

1940-2019

Andrews Chapel
Antioch
Barnesville First
Barnesville Parish
Bentley Hill
Bethel Stockbridge
Christ 
County Line
Faith
Flippen
Forest Park First
Forsyth
Fuller Chapel
Griffin First
Hampton

Hanleiter
Harvest Point
Highland
Jones Memorial
Jonesboro First
Locust Grove
McDonough First
Monticello First
Morrow First
Mount Zion (Ellenwood)
Mt. Zion (Smarr)
New Hope (Clayton County)
New Hope (Locust Grove)
Red Oak (Griffin)
Red Oak (Stockbridge)

Riverdale First
Stark
Stockbridge First
Sunny Side
Thomaston First
Trinity
Union
Wesley Chapel
Wesley Way
Williamson
Yatesville 

Mrs. A. A. Hardy ........... 1940-41

Mrs. J. Douglas Gibson  
 (Rachel) ............................1942-44

Mrs. Paul Jossey  ....... 1945-47

Mrs. W. J. Cates .................... 1948

Mrs. W. J. Estes ........... 1949-50

Mrs. C. D. Hollis ..............1951-54

Mrs. E. L. Taylor  
 (Carrie) ...............................1955-56

Mrs. C. H. Doe ................ 1957-63

Mrs. Hays Arnold ......... 1963-67

Mrs. Zed Turner  
 (Barbara) ......................... 1967-69

Mrs. Harold Daniel  
 (Mary) ................................. 1969-73

Mrs. Richard McBrayer ...1974

Ms. Alberta Blanton ...1975-78

Mrs. Loren Young  
 (Rosalie) ............................ 1979-82

Mrs. Jerry Goodson  
 (Ann) ....................................1983-84

Barbara Kilgore  .......... 1985-88

Lorene Lindsey .........1989-1992

Toni Bell ...................................... 1993

Barbara Rankin ............1994-97

Ruby Freeman ........1998-2001

Marcia Hudson .........2002-04

Ruth Ham ......................2005-08

Lutricia Richardson 2009-10

Teresa Wynn ....................2011-14

Lou Ann Harris .............. 2015-16

Alice Smith ......................2017-20



Antioch
 Johnnie Mae 

Blankenship

Bethel Stockbridge
 Neda Brimer

Forsyth
 Francis Mitchell

Fuller Chapel
 Mildred Ballard
 Jeanette Lewis

Griffin First
 Virginia Freeman
 Betty Jo Langford
 Jean Smith
 Elilzabeth Watkins

Jonesboro First
 Mildred “Millie” 

Starkey
 Evelyn Mae Roberts

McDonough First
 Mary Gorham
 Mary Jane Peeler

Morrow First
 Shirley Barnett
 Tootsie “Mary Alice” 

Callaway
 Ethel Jewett
 Doris Melear

Wesley Chapel
 Frances Jester
 Idella Robinson

Wesley Way
 Barbara Dixon
 Pat Spieks

Williamson
 Becky Wiley

Honoring those who have passed on
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Griffin District United Methodist Women remember this year the following individuals  
whose souls rest with God but who are alive in our memories.  

We remember with gratitude their involvement in  
United Methodist Women and the faithful example they set for all of us.
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Our UMW JOY Circle unit at Bethel Stockbridge has been a little quieter 
this year than we had hoped. As her current leader, I own that and plan to 
do better. We have been involved in local missions, doing a meal at Calvary 
Refuge Center, doing some things for our youth. And as individuals, we 
have been making masks and other items needed around the area. 

What we really wanted to say here, however, is thank you. The last 2-3 years 
we have gotten more involved in district events. And everyone who has 
participated has loved it! Mission studies, annual meetings, Lenten Day 
Apart, training, and now virtual events…it has given us the opportunity to 
meet others in our district and make some great connections, even see old 
friends who had moved farther away.

We are looking ahead now to the new District 4 South Central (or whatever 
it might end up being called). Many years ago, our church was actually 
in the old Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford District. It’s time to make new friends 
and create strong bonds that will enable us to be even more involved in 
missions.

God is good and will carry us through this transitional period. God has 
brought each of us into UMW for various reasons. When we put our gifts 
and our hearts and our minds together for spirit-minded mission that falls 
in line with God’s plans, God will bless those efforts.

Bethel UMC Stockbridge is ready to roll into the next season of mission 
with all of you!

God bless you all and all your efforts.

Fall 2020 is here! We have made it!
Hello from Griffin First United Methodist Women!

Since we last shared what has been going on, Griffin First United 
Methodist Women has been trying awfully hard to stay active and 
do our best to keep in touch with each other even though our circle 
groups cannot meet in person. Here is a little of how our ladies have 
been reaching out to our community in Griffin.

We have had only one event a couple months ago - a “huge” Yard Sale! 
This was the first one for our group and it turned out fantastic! All the 
glory goes to our Lord. We had so many obstacles in our way, there is 
no other way that we were successful expect by the grace of God. This 
was our only fundraiser this year to date and we netted over $3,000! 
Several of our mission projects were blessed through our success. 
Check out the pictures at right and top of next page.

An incredibly special project that two of our UMW members worked 

on was the creation of a new banner for our sanctuary. The Corona 
Cross Banner was constructed from 360 scraps of face masks stitched 
by Griffin First United Methodist members. The graded design features 
a four-sectioned cross pointing to the center symbolizing the light 

Mission appreciation 
from Bethel Stockbridge
By Kellie Frissell
President, Bethel UMW and Communications Chair, Griffin District

Griffin First United 
Methodist Women  
hold yard sale, stitch 
“Corona Cross Banner”
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continued on page 17
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of hope. The words and phrases framing the white middle section 
document the many events of daily living which were affected by the 
virus. The banner is currently being used in the church sanctuary as 

a reminder that we 
have all been bound 
together and have 
found ways to care 
for others through 
the challenges of 
the pandemic. The 
cross was designed 
and crafted by 
Kit Benson and 
Susan King who 
are members of 
Griffin First United 
Methodist Women. 

Signing off from 
Griffin First UMC, we 
continue to pray for 
our nation, for our 
communities, our 
healthcare workers, for a vaccine to curb the effects of the virus and 
for our teachers as they navigate through a challenging school year. We 

seek wisdom from our Lord and seek his will as we move forward. May 
God open new ways for us to serve our community and our church. In 
Christ Jesus we pray. May the Lord bless us all, Amen

Jonesboro First  
ministers to congregation, 
community amid 
pandemic
By Takeisha Dixon
President, United Methodist Women

We all never imagined that we would be still in the hold of this 
pandemic. We are and have had to adjust considerably. Social 
distancing is our new normal, and for our church and United 
Methodist Women’s unit, it has meant less time together.

Our pastor, Rev. Valerie Loner, and our church leadership and staff 
have all tried various ways to still be an impact in our community 
and engage church family while keeping safety in mind. This year also 
marked the 175th anniversary of Jonesboro First. We have utilized 
social media streaming software, like Facebook live and Zoom, and 
we are doing small outside, socially-distanced, friendly events like 
welcoming our students, teachers, staff back to school or sharing 
communion.

Griffin First, continued from page 16

continued on page 18
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Here are some of our activities:

Pastor Loner performed sacred “Communion on the Go” in our church 
parking.

A small crew of members came out to welcome and give 
encouragement to Lee Street Elementary School. This school is our 
church partner in education and is one that we support. On that 
August morning, we made signs to show them that we are with them, 

encouraging them as they started virtual learning. Many of these 
students were coming up to pick up book bags full of supplies, as 
well as laptops, to get ready for this school year. We are praying for all 
families, staff and educators.

Last, but not least, our 175th anniversary was celebrated on Sept. 20. 
A lot of effort was put into this occasion and we utilized Facebook 
live and video recordings to make it lively and lovely. We had online 
greetings from North Georgia Conference Bishop Sue Harpert-Johnson, 
performances by our orchestra and choir, speakers and more.

Even though we cannot be physically together, it is always amazing to 
see what can be created.

God’s blessings be with you all.
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Jonesboro First, continued from page 17



Wesley Way UMW back 
in full swing with unit, 
circle activities

By Tara Powell, President

Wesley Way UMW in McDonough had our annual Ladies Tea on 
Saturday, August 22.  We had a smaller group than in year’s past and 
were careful with social distancing, but those who were able to attend 
were glad for the opportunity to get together.

We also collected over $200 to be distributed equally among the local 
missions we support — Gigi’s House, Haven House, and the Pregnancy 
Resource Center. This was our first in-person meeting since the COVID 
restrictions went into place in March. Our circles resumed in-person 
meetings in September. 

We had our annual UMW Day on Sunday, Sept. 13 where our guest 
speaker, Alice Smith, spoke on “Finding Peace in an Anxious World,” 
the United Methodist Women spiritual growth mission study for 2020. 
The message was very timely and well received by our congregation. 
We will soon begin planning for our annual Christmas Dinner on 
Tuesday, December 10.
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Andrews Chapel UMC 

United Methodist Women 

Trailblazers 

Celebrating Our United Methodist Women (UMW) Trailblazers 
 
The UMW Communications Committee of Andrews Chapel United 
Methodist Church (ACUMC) interviewed thirteen (13) UMW 
trailblazers who have been members of ACUMC for many years. The 
following members range in age from 77 years old to 90 years old, and 
have been members of the UMW unit for an average of over 40 years.  
 
Our trailblazers were encouraged to join the UMW unit by family 
members such as mothers, grandmothers, aunts, cousins, and other 
church members. As active UMW members, trailblazers enjoyed a range 
of activities which included UMW retreats, trips, discussions, doing 
projects, fellowshipping, visiting the sick, and fundraising.   
 
Some of our UMW trailblazers were officers and/or served on 
committees in the UMW unit in the capacity of President, Vice 
President, Programming, but most trailblazers served on multiple 
committees. 
 
Several members were involved in fundraising activities such as the 
cooking committee which prepared and sold meals in the community, 
raising funds to pay off the mortgage for church property, for 
scholarships and other causes for the betterment of women and children. 
 
During this pandemic of 2020, our members, particularly older citizens, 
are staying safe from the virus by observing the official protocols such as 
staying home and only going out as necessary, wearing masks, washing 
hands and ensuring social-distancing. Our members remain physically 
active by walking in the park, around their yards and neighborhood and 
exercising at home.   
 
Members’ entertainment activities include reading, praying, listening to 
the Bible, watching television, listening to music, accessing social media, 
gardening, and talking with family and friends. 
 
 
 
gardening, and talking with family and friends.  
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Andrews Chapel UMC UMW holds a thirty- 
minute chair exercise class, “Witness For 
Fitness” using the Zoom meeting format.  The 
sessions are held Tuesday and Thursday at 
9:00 am. 

UMW member, Betty Carter leads the group in 
chair workout exercises. The routines highlight 
a mixture of stretch exercises, balance 
exercises and flexibility exercises. Betty 
encourages each member to work at their own 
pace and to listen to their body.  She says that 
the most important thing is to have fun and to 
keep moving! With member’s feedback and 
the option to avoid exercises they are not 
comfortable with or don't have the space to do, 
the group has come a long way in meeting 
their individual and group goals. Current 
routines involve: 

1. March with Arm Swing  
2. Sit to Stand  
3. Standing Hip Extension  
4. Side Leg Raise  
5. Single Leg Stand  
6. Overhead Press  
7. Biceps Curl  
8. Wide Leg Squat 

Betty encourages all local UMW units to take advantage of our down time with COVID-19 to invest 
in their own form of “Witness For Fitness”. 


