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An Amazing Year For Griffin District United Methodist Women

Greetings United Methodist Women in the Griffin District!
What a wonderfully productive year we are having in fellowship and service to our Lord Jesus Christ. My heart is filled with
gratitude for your generosity and faithfulness.
Our district treasurer Myna Walton reports that giving by units in the Griffin District for the year 2016-2017 (the conference
UMW year runs from July 1 of one year through June 30 of the next) totaled $33,125,28. This includes both undesignated
(Channel 1) giving and designated giving and this amount is truly something to celebrate! Most all of this money goes to
support United Methodist Women mission programs in the U.S and around the world. Ten percent of the total amount of
Channel 1 giving is sent back to the district to fund our Griffin District budget.
Now IN ADDITION to that large sum just mentioned, our units gave $3,339.68 to fund our district mission project Rise Against
Hunger and 108 layette kits to UMCOR valued at $45 each, and funded countless other projects in local units that we often
don't know about on the district level -- but you do. All of our units are very active in their churches and communities doing
what needs to be done in the name of Christ.
What I have written so far focuses on our giving and that is very important, since it is one measure of our faithfulness. But
there is so much more that binds us together as a Christian service organization. I always liked the name of our predecessor
organization in the Methodist Church -- Women's Society of Christian Service -- because I think that sums up so well what we
are about. Now we are United Methodist Women, but the service component is the same.
But service is not all we are about. One of the most important facets of United Methodist Women is that it enables us to
grow spiritually, through our prayers , programs and devotionals, mission studies and Reading Program. And let's don't
forget fellowship! Some of my most treasured relationships have come about through United Methodist Women. I know
that is true for you, too.
We have a busy fall ahead, and I covet your participation in those activities as well. On Saturday, October 7th we will gather
at Griffin First UMW for the North Georgia Conference Annual Meeting and on Saturday, November 11th at Forsyth UMC for
the Griffin District Annual Meeting/Leadership Development. Please try to support these two meetings not only with your
prayers but with your presence.
Grace and peace to EACH United Methodist woman in the district. Please know that I do value every one of you individually,
and please call on me if I can ever be of service.

In Christ,

Alice Smith,

President

(waltalicesmith@aol.com; 770.914.2265)
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Breakfast Items Needed for Conference Annual Meeting

Griffin First will be the host church for the North Georgia Conference United Methodist Women's Annual Meeting on
Saturday, October 7th, beginning at 8:15 with registration and concluding by 2 p.m.
We are hoping for a good attendance from the Griffin District, not only to support Griffin First but also because the meeting
is a wonderful opportunity to get a first-hand glimpse of the breadth of United Methodist Women's ministry. About 400
women from across the North Georgia Conference normally attend.
The worship speaker will be the Rev. Hymen Na who has ties to the Griffin District, since her husband, the Rev. Daniel Cho,
was formerly the associate pastor at McDonough First UMC. Hyemin is currently in the PhD program at Emory University.
She spoke earlier this year at the conference Spiritual Growth/Social Action event at Rock Eagle and was so well received the
conference team invited her back so that a larger audience of women could hear her message.
Griffin First UMW has asked units in the district to provide the breakfast food since the Griffin First women will be preparing
the lunch. We would welcome the support of individuals and units in this matter. Trudy Gill, president of Griffin First UMW
is asking for 87 fruit cups (3 cantaloupes, 1 watermelon, 8 pounds of strawberries and 6 pounds of grapes); 175 sausage and
biscuits; 100 cinnamon rolls, 75 muffins, 175 small quiches, 10 coffee cakes and 5 monkey breads.
The district will provide the 175 sausage and biscuits and the small quiches, but we still need some of the other food –
three (3) coffee cakes, the strawberries and monkey bread. If you as an individual or as a unit can help, please let Alice
Smith know at waltalicesmith@aol.com or 770-914-2265.
The conference annual meeting is one that requires registration, and a form is included in this newsletter. You can also
register online at ngumw.org. The cost is $20 for the full day's program and lunch; for just the morning meeting the cost is
$10. The deadline for reservations is September 25th.
The morning program will include a worship service and the annual business meeting followed by lunch and an awards
program.

Hope to see many of you there!
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A tremendous day of service and fellowship

What a glorious day for Griffin District United Methodist Women on Saturday, August 19th at Wesley Chapel UMC in
McDonough!
Our district mission project, Rise Against Hunger, was a monumental success in every way, thanks to the support of our
local UMW units and many others who came out for a day of service in the name of Christ.
We had 168 volunteers from 20 United Methodist churches in the district (and a few from churches in other
denominations) that included men, women, youth and children. In about an hour and a half, we assembled 10,152
dehydrated meals which were to be shipped the first week in September to Malawi, Africa.
The sponsoring of a district mission project was a first for the Griffin District UMW, at least in recent years, and we were
stepping out in faith when we signed a contract that obligated us to prepare 10,000 meals at a cost of $3,000. But our units
responded generously and we exceeded our goal. The full amount that was contributed - $3,339.68 - was given to Rise
Against Hunger.
Our thanks go to Teresa Wynn, who headed this project for us; to Wesley Chapel UMC and pastor, the Rev. Bert Neal, for
their wonderful hospitality; to Chelsea Wood, who was our contact with Rise Against Hunger and oversaw our activities for
the day; and to each and every person who came out early on a Saturday morning to help people in need.
Chelsea told us that 21,000 people die each day from hunger and that the goal of Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop
Hunger Now) is to end world hunger by 2030. What we all know is that, with God's help, we have the resources and the
ability to do this. What we need are the commitment and the will.
According to Chelsea, the meals we assembled are part of a huge shipment of 2,851,200 meals going to Malawi. Rise
Against Hunger normally partners with another agency for the distribution of the meals, and in this case it is ADRA
International and Islamic Relief. In addition to Malawi, Rise Against Hunger has school-feeding programs in four other
Southern African countries, Mozambique, Madagascar, Swaziland and Zimbabwe.
While these countries have made considerable advancements toward achieving stronger food security, the most powerful
El Nino on record has had devastating effects. In Malawi, our meals and will help feed 3,600 students in three schools in
the Southern District, specifically in the Machinga Region. As a school attendance incentive, students who attend at least
18 days a month are eligible to receive take-home meals for their family.
Each meal contains rice, soy and a packet of vitamin and minerals. When water is added to these dry ingredients and they
are cooked, you have a nutritious and tasty meal.

Thanks to everyone for their support of this life-changing project.
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Rise Against Hunger – Griffin District Churches in Action

Pastor Bert Neal, Wesley Chapel UMC Senior Pastor

County Line UMC United Methodist Women

Jodeco Road United Methodist Church
Riverdale First UMC United Methodist Women

Harvest Point United Methodist Church

Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church

Stockbridge First United Methodist Church
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Rise Against Hunger – Griffin District

McDonough First United Methodist Church

l-r: Teresa Wynn, Coordinator; Alice
Smith, UMW District President,
Barbara Thomas, Wesley Chapel;
Chelsea Wood-Rise Against Hunger
Contact; Wilma Dennis, Jennifer
Johnson & Melissa Browne (Wesley
Chapel UMW Officers)

Teresa Wynn, Rise Against
Hunger Coordinator

Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church

Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church Volunteers

Wesley Chapel United Methodist
Church Youth Group and Volunteers
Griffin District UMW Officer,
Polly Flannigan
Griffin District UMW Officers Martha
Huckaby and Maxine Richardson

Griffin District UMW President, Alice
Smith and Treasurer, Myna Walton
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If you want to experience United Methodist Women in its most expansive form, consider attending the 20th
Assembly May 18-20, 2018 at the Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio.
This event is expected to bring together 8,000 women from around the world to celebrate the 150th
anniversary of United Methodist Women. The theme is "The Power of Bold."
The registration cost for the meeting is $295 through November 30th and then $330 after that. This fee does
include two box lunches for the two full days of Assembly, Friday and Saturday.
The program will include worship, well-known speakers and plenary sessions as well as small-attendance
workshops and town hall meetings. For more information go to umwassembly.org.
September 1st was the opening date for registration, and the North Georgia Conference UMW has reserved a
block of rooms at the Hilton Columbus Downtown, which has a walkway to the Convention Center. These
rooms are being held through December 1st at a cost of $157 per night. To reserve a room, go to
https://aws.passkey.com/go/North Georgia. If you go directly to the hotel site, use NORTHGEORGIA as your
access code, and if you call the hotel, please use "NORTHGEORGIA” as your code when reserving your room.
Realizing this is somewhat of an expensive meeting to attend, the Griffin District UMW has set aside $600 in its
budget to help defray the cost of registration. It will be divided among those who apply.
If you have any problems in registering or reserving a room, contact Stephanie Dressler, Conference Assembly
Liaison at stephdressler@bellsouth.net or 770.337.8461.

Wesley Chapel United Methodist Women in
McDonough sent a huge group to the UMW
Breakfast during the North Georgia Annual
Conference in June. They had to get up really
early in order to be in Athens for the 8 a.m.
breakfast! Such faithfulness is really inspiring
to all of us.
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Griffin District Annual Meeting/Leadership Development Day
Saturday, November 11, 2017
Forsyth First United Methodist Church

An important event is coming up for the Griffin District Saturday, November 11th, at Forsyth First United
Methodist Church. It is our Annual Meeting and Leadership Development Day.

In the past these two events have been held separately, but we are combining them this year in recognition of
the fact that fall is such a busy time for everyone. We are hoping that by asking you just to come to one
meeting, our attendance will be larger. Please help make that a reality!
This meeting is for all officers in local units and for anyone who wants to be inspired by the mission and ministry
that is being carried out by United Methodist Women in the Griffin District.
The day will begin with registration from 8:15 to 9 a.m. followed by a worship service and business session from
9-10:45. The speaker will be Scott Fuller, Development and Stewardship Officer for Murphy-Harpst, a ministry
for severely disturbed youth in Cedartown which was started by United Methodist Women and still has a direct
tie to our organization.
In support of Murphy-Harpst, we are dedicating our offering for the day to them and asking that all individuals
attending the meeting bring items in support of their ministry. They are asking for gift items for the residents
for Christmas, and a full list of what they need is included in this newsletter.
A 30-minute break will follow this session and then we will go into our leadership training classes from 11:15noon. You will be out in time to enjoy a full afternoon for whatever you need to do.
The classes will include:

Presidents/vice presidents - led by Alice Smith
Secretaries/communications chairs - led by Michelle Cole
Treasurers - led by Myna Walton
Social Action/Education and Interpretation/Program Resources - led by Ruthie Moore, Barbara Rankin and
Martha Huckaby
Spiritual Growth/Membership-Nurture-Outreach - led by Dr. Susan Dyer and Wilma Dennis.
This session will include information on attracting new members.

Please put this date on your calendar and make it a priority! It will be a great way not only to conclude our
district year but also to make a great start for 2018.
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- By Ruthie Moore

"Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow." Then all
the people shall say, "Amen!"
Deuteronomy 27:19

Economic Inequality In the
United States there has been a
major shift in the income and
wealth during the recent decades.
During the past 35 years the income
for the top 1 percent has grown 185
percent and for the rest of the population the increase has
averaged only 13 percent. Millions have lost homes, pensions,
and jobs and are less secure.
A family cannot sustain itself on a job that pays minimum wage.
Unfortunately women make up 76 percent of these low wage
workers, and they are disproportionately women of color. Adding
to this problem is the rising costs of higher education that places a
heavy burden on both young people and their families. Urban areas
have driven up the cost of housing, while we are losing low- and moderate-income housing programs. As every family knows a
health crisis can also become a financial crisis.
This did not just happen on its own. Our current economic
insecurity is the result of specific policy choices that have
shifted wealth and income to the top: cuts in taxes for the
wealthy and corporate tax cuts, cuts in public services,
employer cuts to pensions and health benefits, predatory
mortgage lending, stagnant wages with rising cost of living, and
shifts from the public to the private sector in everything from
schools to roads to military to prisons, eliminating many
unionized public sector jobs.
United Methodist Women is engaging in education to better
understand these changes in economic policy and how they
impact women, youth and children. "We support measures that
would reduce the concentration of wealth in the hands of a
few." (Social Principles, The Book of Discipline of The United
Methodist Church, 2008, p. 163).

Autumn Valentine
In May my heart was breakingOh, wide the wound, and deep!
And bitter it beat at waking,
And sore it split in sleep.
And when it came November,
I sought my heart, and sighed,
"Poor thing, do you remember?"
"What heart was that?" it cried.

Dorothy Parker

"In Luke 4:18-19, Jesus began his public ministry with these words from Isaiah:
'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. God has sent me to proclaim
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.'
(NRSV, adapted)
The prophets warn us that an economic system based on greed, economic exploitation, and the indifference to the needs of the
poor is contrary to God's will and leads to ruin for the society (Amos 8:4-6; Jeremiah 22:13-17)."
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Griffin First Prepares to Host Conference Annual Meeting
By Barbara Parris

Well, time is flying by and fall is rapidly approaching! Griffin FUMC is busily preparing to host the North Georgia Annual
Conference annual meeting on October 7th. We are looking forward to seeing everyone.
Griffin First has been very busy this year working on many different service projects and other community activities. Some of
these were:
 In March we held our “Lenten Day Apart” program which focused on human trafficking. We had a volunteer
from Out of Darkness speak to us and we raised over $1,000, one half of which went to the Out of Darkness
Mission. Griffin First also hosted a Taster’s Luncheon for members of our church which was a huge success.
Proceeds from the luncheon went toward supporting charities' work to combat human trafficking.
 In June, the UMW hosted a “Salad Supper” for the ladies of our church. We extended invitations to other
churches in the area encouraging other churches to join us in our outreach missions. We enjoyed the fellowship!
Our Griffin District president gave an update about the district projects.
 The month of July gave Griffin First the opportunity to get a jump on Christmas with our “Christmas in July”
shoebox kickoff. We, along with the Mission Committee, placed trees in both the traditional and contemporary
worship services for three weeks. The trees were decorated with individual bags labeled for Toys, Hygiene Items,
Clothing, and School Supplies. Members of the congregation returned the filled bags to fill the shoeboxes that
will be sent to Alabama for distribution to children throughout the world.
 In August members participated in the Rise Against Hunger mission project helping to pack meals that will help
feed hungry people all over the world.
The fall will also be a busy time for Griffin FUMC UMW. In addition to hosting the North Georgia Conference UMW, we are
preparing for the holidays with our annual Holiday Shopping Spree on November 11th and our annual Advent By Candlelight on
December 5th.
In addition to all of these programs, Griffin FUMC Circle Groups also prepared approximately 20 layette kits and 30 back-toschool bags throughout the year, and our goal is to fill approximately 150 Christmas shoeboxes. We also made a significant
monetary donation to the Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund. We continue to support our Pre-School Program, Vacation Bible
School, Murphy Harpst, Rise Against Hunger and other Social Action programs.

Christ UMW Hosts Compelling Speakers

"Living as Covenant
Community"

Study at McDonough First
Christ United Methodist Women in Forsyth has had two excellent
programs lately.
In August Lalita Appling, Victims Services Coordinator for the
Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice, presented a program on
Sexual Trafficking. She was a gracious speaker and presented a
compelling program about this serious issue. She had brochures
as to how to recognize victims.
The information covered such topics as how traffickers operate
and the facts that victims may be in plain sight, are living in our
communities and can be any age, race, gender or nationality,
including U.S. citizens. Also included was contact information for
reporting.
Other units in our county were invited and we enjoyed a time of
sharing a salad covered dish meal and fellowshipping together.
Five churches were represented. In our business meeting, Christ
UMC made a donation to the Mid Georgia Alliance to End
Regional Trafficking.
Our September meeting hosted Sarah Allmond with “Community
Supported Agriculture” grocery home delivery service. Sarah did
a great job sharing the passion of this organization for supporting
nearby Georgia farmers and informing us of the importance of
helping farmers stay in business. These farmers use organic
farming practices and supply a variety of products: eggs, milk,
vegetables, breads and baked goods, honey, jams and jellies,
meats and seafood. Attendance was good and Sarah fit right is
as she is a United Methodist in a church in Macon.

McDonough First United Methodist Women would
like to invite UMW members in the district and other
interested individuals to its mission study Sat., Sept.
23, from 8 a.m. -noon.
The study will be "Living as a Covenant Community,"
and the leader will be Mary Anne Brannon, a member
of Morrow First UMW who is well-known throughout
the conference as an excellent speaker and leader of
mission studies.
"Living as a Covenant Community" is the spiritual
growth study for 2017 and explores how God has
always been in covenant with God's people, from his
first covenant with Adam and Eve through the
ultimate and everlasting covenant of redemption and
grace through our Savior Jesus Christ.
We will begin with a light breakfast at 8 followed by
the program beginning at 8:30. If you can come,
please notify Ann Jones, president of the McDonough
First UMW, at jones1641@charter.net. Please bring
your Bibles with you.

The United Methodist Women at Monticello
First UMC are - like so many of our units -very visible in their church and community.
"This is just what those who live in small towns do," writes
president Sharon Pennebaker.
Among their activities are:
• Holding birthday parties for residents at The
Retreat;
• Making Christmas gift bags for the homebound;
• Serving meals for families before or after funerals;
• Recognizing newborn babies and graduates with
gifts to mission;
• Presenting special Mission Recognition pins;
• Decorating the sanctuary for fall;
• Contributing to the Jasper County Backpack
Program for children;
• Making UMCOR kits;
• Participating in the Reading Program and Pledge
Service;
• Holding a "response" moment at each meeting.
The Monticello unit includes 15 women, most of whom "have
been UMW members nearly all of our adults years," says
Sharon. "Our meetings now focus on the 'supportive
fellowship' aspect.
As an example, after the
business/educational meeting in March, we made Easter
baskets for three women in the congregation who were
experiencing difficult challenges, and then we played Bingo
and several of us went out to lunch."

Griffin District UMW
Griffin District Office
P O Box 13
Griffin, GA 30224

The photo shows the Monticello women with the school bags they made for
UMCOR.

