
 
 
 

 
                                 
                                  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
                                           September, 2017 
 
 

 

Greetings Atlanta Marietta United Methodist Women, 

I pray that this message reaches you in peace after the storms!  Please 

remember to keep our neighbors in your prayers as we continue to restore 

our communities.  I remind you of our theme this year, “A Call to 

Community-to Do Greater Works.”  What a better time for our district and 

local units to answer this call!  

On October 7, 2017, at Griffin First UMC in Griffin GA, the North Georgia 

Conference United Methodist Women will be hosting the 45th Annual 

Meeting from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm.  The speaker for this occasion will be 

Rev. Hyemin Na.  Registration begins at 8:15 am or you can register on 

online at www.ngumcw.org no later than September 25, 2017. I am hoping 

for all units to be in attendance from Atlanta Marietta District UMW. 

On October 15, 2017, the Atlanta Marietta District of United Methodist 

Women will be hosting their Annual Meeting at St Andrews UMC. 

Registration will begin at 2:00pm; the meeting will begin at 2:30 pm.  The 

church is located at 3455 Canton Rd, Marietta, GA 30066.  Our speaker will 

be Kathy Griffith, Program Manager with Global Ministries.  We are looking 

forward to celebrating the outstanding work of each unit and being informed 

about the great initiatives fulfilled by Global Ministries from our speaker. 

http://www.ngumcw.org/


Thank you in advance to St. Andrews UMW for their dedication and hosting 

this event.  

On November 4, 2017, the North Georgia Conference United Methodist 

Women will host a Leadership Event at Ousley UMC, 3261 Panola Rd, 

Lithonia, GA 30038.  I strongly encourage all district and local unit officers 

and members, old and new, to attend this informative event.  This event will 

assist you in gaining the vital knowledge needed for your positions in 

United Methodist Women.  For more information on this event please visit 

the North Georgia Conference UMW website. 

Please mark your calendar for our last awesome meeting of the year! On 

November 11, 2017, the Atlanta Marietta District of UMW will host our 

annual Leadership and Executive meeting brunch at Powder Springs UMC, 

located at 4329 Marietta Street, Powder Springs, Ga 30127.  The meeting 

will be from 9:00 am to noon.  All local unit leaders and members are 

welcomed to attend. This will be an awesome time of fellowship!  

If your unit or church has any event you would like for me or any executive 

officer to attend please share.  We would love to fellowship with you! 

Thank you for your continued dedication to the PURPOSE of United 

Methodist Women! 

Peace and Love,  

Tamara Askew  

AMAR District President  
678-862-3277 
Email: amarumw@outlook.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 Nadine Lacy, Treasurer 
 
Greetings all, 

It is hard to believe it is September already as this has seemed to be the 

shortest summer on record.  All the rain, heat, hurricanes and now all this 

cool weather.  God is amazing with all the variety he has given us this year! 

I hope this article finds you and those you love well and happy. 

We are coming upon the end of the first quarter of our UMW year 2017-

2018. I am so looking forward to seeing what God will do with our 

wonderful efforts in the Mission field.  Thanks to all of you who are so 

faithful in your Service and Prayers for this amazing group of some of the 

hardest and most dedicated women I have ever had the privilege to work 

with.  The outreach and help given to the projects we are committed to 

support makes my heart smile with gladness. 

Supplemental giving for the 1st quarter ending September 30, 2017 will be 

going to Murphy Harpst in Cedartown, GA.  They are always in need of 

funding and it is a blessing to be able to take part in their support. 

I did receive a note from our Conference Treasurer to be on notice that 
there are some solicitations being sent out to some of our local and 
district Units asking for money and it has been determined that these 
solicitation are not legitimate charities.  
 
If you receive one, and have questions as to whether or not it is legitimate, 
please feel free to give me a call and together we can determine whether or 
not we should be supporting them.  As United Methodist Women, I 
encourage you to make sure that we are giving to groups that are United 
Methodist.  I know that our Units enjoy supporting local projects in their 
community and that is fantastic, we just want to make sure our money is 
going where it can do the most good and to legitimate needs. 



Looking forward to our District Annual meeting at St. Andrew on October 

15th where we will be able to celebrate all of the accomplishments of our 

District.  Working together is the way we get it done and make a difference.  

Blessings, 

Nadine Lacy  
Treasurer  
770-428-3585 
nlacy@bellsouth.net  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:nlacy@bellsouth.net


  Sara Worden, Education & Interpretation 
 
Dear Ones, 
 
You all are so precious to me. 
 
I was thinking about something that might interest you regarding 
missions.  Did you know we have 3 missionaries residing in the North GA 
Conference?  Nancy Augusta Carew is listed in our Prayer Calendar as 
living in Locust Grove, and Kristen and Larry Schmitz live in Atlanta.    
 
We have six DHMC’s (I will let you look that one up in the Prayer 
Calendar!) living and serving in North Georgia.  They are Jennifer Boydston 
in Turnerville, GA; Rene Grant, Clarksville, GA; John Peterson, Atlanta, 
GA; Jo Sheetz, Atlanta; Stephanie Suggs, Atlanta; and Idelia Ulmer, who 
actually is a member of Leland Qwest UMC in our Atlanta Marietta District.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also have an REPM (Racial Ethnic Plan Missionary}, Edney Joaquim 
living in Woodstock, GA.  
 
We could invite them to share their ministries with us in one of our 
meetings or at least pray for them and send them birthday cards on their 
birthdays.  Our lives could be enriched as we learn about the work our 
UMW and GBGM is doing right here in North GA.  



Just this week our Mission Focus in our Prayer Calendar highlights USA, 
Hong Kong, Columbia, India, Bolivia, a picture done by a 12 year old 
Matheus from  Shade and Fresh Water Afterschool Ministry in Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil, and a mission note from Celeste Caton in Tijuana, 
Mexico.  It thrills me to know how far reaching our money goes to serve 
and bring Faith, Hope and Love to people everywhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I cannot close without asking if you have made a pledge, or at least a 
contribution to the 150thAnniversary Legacy Fund?   
 
We want our ministries to continue for another 150 years!   
 
If you have questions please call me at 470 298 4559. 
 
Love and blessings, 
Sara Worden 
District Coordinator 
Education & Interpretation  
470-298-4559  
swworden@outlook.com 
 
 

 

 

tel:470-298-4559
mailto:swworden@outlook.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

                                Lynda Teague, Spiritual Growth 

 
Greetings, 
 
Ah, fall is around the corner.  The days are growing cooler (boo), and all 
the activities are in full swing again.  There are new shows on TV, the 
children have a million and one activities, football is on continuously (or so 
it seems!) and life is moving at a seemingly break neck pace.  And, believe 
it or not, Christmas is right around the corner.  How did we get from hot 
summer, bar-b-ques, lazy days on the beach, to planning Thanksgiving 
Dinner and shopping for Christmas presents so fast?  Such is the mystery 
of life!! 
 
So, what do my ramblings have to do with spiritual growth?  Life goes so 
fast that sometimes we rush about our lives without taking time to be in 
God's word.  Now I know sometimes there are emergencies and we simply 
can't take the time we want.  But, for normal days, I have a suggestion. 
 
Instead of jumping out of bed and rushing off to start your day, set that 
alarm for 15 minutes earlier.  Now I know I'm asking a lot, but hear me out.  
With these 15 minutes, you will start with a simple “Good Morning God” 
prayer.  Praise Him because you have this day to do His will and serve 
Him.  Now, grab a devotional you love or grab your Bible.  Spend the rest 
of the time in His word.  Trust me, no matter what your day may hold, it will 
go better.  Everything Goes Better With God!  It will be the best 15 minutes 
of the day!  Caution, this can become quite addictive and you may be 
setting your alarm for 30 minutes earlier.  Or even longer!  Consider 
yourself warned!!   
 
You say you just don't have the time.  Okay, how about in the shower?  
Seriously, God listens to prayers and conversation no matter where you 
are!  As you clean yourself for the day, let God clean your heart and mind 



of those things that are hindering you from being closer to Him.  By the time 
you're walking out the door, you will also be lifted and clean in spirit too! 
 
Try a mid-day prayer too.  Yes, I know you're busy running in a thousand 
directions, but whisper a quick two or three sentence prayer.  It'll bring your 
day back in focus and put you back in touch with God.  When we talk about 
our “walk with God” it can be a continuous walk and talk with Him!! 
 
Okay, you've made it thru a busy day.  You just want to relax and let it all 
go.  But, don't let go of God!  Yes, you're ready for the nice comfy bed and 
pillow, but just before you drift off, one more prayer of thanksgiving to God 
for this day.  Look for the many blessings – large and small – that have 
come your way today.  They have come from His hand.  Letting the last 
thoughts of your day being those with God, is an amazing way to fall 
asleep! 
 
Our prayer life is what keeps us in touch with God.  Take every opportunity 
to “reach out” to Him in prayer.  Or even in conversation.  Okay, now   
you're all going to think I'm nuttier than a fruit cake – which I am – but I 
often sit down and have a conversation with my Lord!!  Yep, I talk – He 
listens.  But I also hear His voice.  He gives me comfort, love, and peace 
beyond all understanding.   
 
So, whatever form you choose for your prayer life, God is always glad to 
hear from you! 
 
Love and Blessings, 
 
Lynda Teague 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
770-424-2260 
lrteague@att.net 
  

mailto:lrteague@att.net


 

 
 
 
                           
                           
                     
                         Nancy Sparks, Program Resources 
 
 
Dear Sisters, 
 
Do you like to read?  I’ve been reading all my life, since I could hold a 
book.  I love to read, and have always considered books my special 
friends.   
 
The UMW Reading Program has some amazing books, books that will 
inspire you, teach you, support you, uplift you, and open your eyes and 
your heart to the world and those around you.  New books are added yearly 
to the reading list, which can be purchased at our meetings or ordered by 
mail or online at www.ummissionresources.org.   Books are available in 
large print and for your Kindle too! 
 
I encourage you to explore the possibilities!  
  
I have been the Program Resources person for the Atlanta Marietta District 
for four years and it is time for me to move on to a new position.  The 
Program Resource team member orders books on consignment and brings 
them to our meetings about four times a year to offer to our members.  It is 
a great way to be introduced to the District Executive Team and further 
your service to the UMW.   I have come to know and love some wonderful 
ladies in the district through serving on the team and through participating 
in meetings, Mission Studies, and fun events!    
  
Nancy Sparks 
Program Resources 
678-860-9893 
nancysparks@bellsouth.net 
 

http://www.ummissionresources.org/


 
                               
 
 
 
                                   
                             
 
                               Sandra Clarke, Parliamentarian 
 
Greetings, 
 
Just a shout out to our UWW Reading Program!  I enjoy taking part in the 
program and want to encourage others to come aboard!  Just last night on 
Facebook, there was a list of 25 books that children should all read and 
guess what, one of the listed books, "Wonder" is on our recommended list 
and I am reading it now!   When we discussed our programs for this year at 
Smyrna First UMW, it was suggested we might want to do a book review.    
Several people made suggestions, and we chose "Miss Brenda and the 
Loveladies" as our book to review.  I got the job of being the presenter. 
 
This book is a winner in my eyes and I thoroughly enjoyed reading and 
presenting the book with lots of help from my UMW sisters and big help too 
from our video guru, Linda Porter who helped us see two of the people in 
the book and about the Lovelady Center in Alabama.   
 
A true story about the work of Brenda Spahn, who has dedicated her life to 
helping rehabilitate women who have been incarcerated.   I do not want to 
tell you more because I do think that you will really find this book a good 
start, if you have never done the program.   There are 5 categories, 
Spiritual Growth, Education for Mission, Leadership, Social Action, and 
Nurturing for Community.  “Miss Brenda & the Loveladies” is in the last 
category and is available very reasonably from Amazon.  Reading at least 
one book from each category helps your Unit be a Mission Today Unit.   
Let's be a well-read district!!! 
 
Sandra Clarke 
Parliamentarian 
770-948-7183 
devereuxgirl@bellsouth.net  



 

 

 

 

 

 
    
   Book Review   -    By    Edna Felmlee   
                                  St. Andrew UMC  
 
“Not Safe for Church: Ten Commandments for Reaching New Generations” 
   By F. Douglas Powe and Jasmine Rose Smothers 

2017 Leadership and Development 
 
Referencing “Numbers 13”, these authors challenge the reader, as Moses 
did Caleb and Joshua, to do something that is daring and may seem 
unsafe!  The authors encourage you to think and act in new and daring 
ways.  They challenge congregations to get out of the 1950’s mentality and 
to think and act differently when trying to reach the post-civil rights 
generation (1960 + births).   
 
This thinking will allow congregations (like Joshua) to take risks and open 
their minds to new ideas.  This may result in doing things differently.  
Congregations need to be willing to look at schedule, music, seating, dress, 
and activities.  Many of these practices are stuck in the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s! 
 
Change can make us uneasy and feel threatened.  We want to play it safe 
(Caleb) because “we have always do it this way”!  Instead, when a new 
idea is suggested (Joshua) do not dismiss it or make disparaging remarks.  
This only makes the possibility of change difficult and may discourage new, 
younger members. 
 
The authors do not advocate change of the principles as foundations of 
Christianity/Theology of a congregation based upon scripture, reason, and 
experience are not a negotiable change: Space, room use, time, paint, 
music, furniture, and speakers are negotionable for the post 1960 people.  



Christian principles must not be confused with long held preferenses which 
can be changed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read “Not Safe for Church” and get the full meaning of these  
Ten Commandments:  
 

 1. Thou Shall Chill 
 2. Thou Shall Not Front 
 3. Thou Shall Not Trep 
 4. Thou Shall Check Self Before You Wreck Yourself 
 5. Thou Shall Learn To Roll 
 6. Thou Shall Watch The Throne 
 7. Thou Shall Get Game 
 8. Thou Shall Not Deny My Swag 
 9. Thou Shall Sample 
10. Thou Shall Represent 
 

You will see how adaptable to “we always do it this way” these ideas can 
be.  It should result in new membership or a growth in your congregation. 
 
F. Douglas Powe Jr. is professor of urban mentality at the Center for the 
Missional Church at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington D.C. 
 
Jasmine Rose Smothers is Associate Director of Connectional Ministries in 
North Georgia Conference for the United Methodist Church. 



 
The new 2018 Reading Program Catalogs are out! 

 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram 

 
 
Some of the Atlanta Marietta District Units have started Book Clubs!  We 
have several people who have completed Plan II of our Reading Program 
this year, and are on their way already for 2018! 
 
If you would like to organize a Book Club to read books from our current 
program and need help to get started please contact:  
 
Cheri Gross   
St. Andrew UMC 
Ruth Circle  
Reading Program Coordinator                   
gross2004@comcast.net   
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                                    ANGELIQUE JACKSON, NOMINATIONS 

To all the Ladies of the AMAR District, 
The Nominations Committee is very pleased with the Nominees for the 
2018 year.  We know that God will allow each these ladies to administer 
their gifts and talents to our District.  However, we are still in need of 2 
positions to fill.  They are Communications, and Secretary of Program and 
Resources.  If you or know of anyone who would like to serve on these two 
committees, please contact Angelique Jackson via email 
at jacksonangelique@hotmail.com. 
We are continuing to move in the direction that God has planned. 
 
Sister in Christ, 
 
Angelique Jackson 
Nominations Committee Chairman 
404-277-1214 
jacksonangelique@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Come join us for fellowship and fun!  

mailto:jacksonangelique@hotmail.com
tel:(404)%20277-1214


 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simple Needs GA (SNGA) started with one person’s mission to meet the 

simple needs of people experiencing homelessness in Cobb County. These 

acts of kindness might seem small, but they can make a huge difference in 

the life of a person in need!         

                                                                 https://simpleneedsgablog.com   



   Ada Bretti, Communications 
 
Hi All! 
 
When you feel as though you just can’t take another step, try reaching out 
to one of your sisters in UMW!    
 
I was struggling.  There wasn’t enough rope left for the proverbial knot!  
Then by chance (or God’s design), a dreaded chore turned into an 
incredible blessing!  I found myself surrounded by UMW sisters that 
reached out to me when I needed a friend, a shoulder to cry on, and a soft 
heart whose love and understanding gave me strength and courage to 
begin again. 
 
You never know when there is an angel just around to corner to bring you 
blessings and peace.  If you listen carefully and watch quietly, you will find 
her.  She is the one with inner strength that reaches out to you.  She is a 
United Methodist Woman who gives her heart, her time, and her courage.   
 
Being part of United Methodist Women is a blessing to me as much as it is 
to those we care for.  We are sisters.  We are Faith, Hope, Love in Action! 
 
Remember, “Reach Out” to someone that doesn’t even know she needs 
a word of kindness, or an outstretched hand.   You may find the kindness 
you give to others will come back to you ten-fold! 
 
Blessings, and Hugs to All, 
                                                                             Mission u 
Ada Bretti 
Communications Coordinator                    678-770-6432 
ada.umw@gmail.com  
 

 

 

mailto:ada.umw@gmail.com

