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United Methodist Women make a difference
— in our churches, in the world
I have been thinking lately about how and why United Methodist Women
are such leaders in our churches and communities. One reason why is
we take issues seriously and work to find resolutions that particularly
benefit women and children. I am thinking today about three specific
ways we are involved in some of the larger issues of society.

The workers who gather crops in the fields of our nation may not
be people on our radar, but it takes little imagination to realize how
difficult their lives are and how they can be taken advantage of. Yet
their labor benefits us every day as we eat the produce that they
harvest. If you want to learn more, go to unitedmethodistwomen.org.

A pastor friend remarked to me at the North Georgia Conference
Mission u in July that whatever happens in our denomination, “I
know I’m going where United Methodist Women go.” We all had a
good laugh, but there is so much truth in her statement. When United
Methodist Women get involved, you can be sure we are working to
bring about a more compassionate and just world.

The third thing I want to lift up is the United Methodist Women’s
advocacy against human trafficking at the Super Bowl, which will be
brought home to us in a vivid way since Super Bowl LIII will occur in
Atlanta Feb. 3, 2019.

The pastor friend was speaking particularly about next year’s General
Conference, a denominational body that will be meeting Feb. 23-26
in St. Louis, MO, seeking to bring about some kind of compromise
regarding our church’s stance on homosexuality. Some say the church
may even split, because people on each side hold such resolute opinions and a compromise is not possible. I pray and hope that is not true.
Our national UMW organization has not taken a specific stand on this
issue but does want all members to be informed and to be praying in
earnest for our church. Tryphenia Speed, president of North Georgia
Conference United Methodist Women, came to our district executive
team meeting in July to bring us up-to-date. We will also have a
workshop on this matter at our district Annual Meeting/Leadership
Development Oct. 20 at Red Oak UMC in Stockbridge.
Two other issues that are current priorities in United Methodist Women
are our postcard campaign on behalf of farm workers and our taking a
stand against human trafficking during the Super Bowl next year.

For 10 years United Methodist Women, in conjunction with other
organizations, has sought to raise awareness about human trafficking
around the Super Bowl, because it is a known fact such huge events
increase the opportunity for human trafficking to occur.
This year’s campaign will be “Running out the Clock,” and I urge
all of you to be aware of it and to participate. UMW leaders in our
conference met recently with national leaders to start formulating
plans. One will be a prayer vigil and march to Mercedes Benz stadium.
You can make a big difference in your churches by bringing this matter
to light and urging everyone to stand against human trafficking.
Because of these three
reason and many others, I
will always stand with my
sisters in United Methodist
Women. I hope you will,
too.
In Christ,

The postcard campaign, in connection with other organizations, is being
directed at Wendy’s, the fast-food chain, asking them to sign the Fair
Food Agreement that would boost wages and improve working conditions for farm workers. Wendy’s is the only one of five
fast-food chains that has not signed the agreement.

Alice Smith, Griffin District
UMW President
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A time of worshiping,
learning, serving
In a reflection of our United Methodist Women’s theme for the year,
“The Power of Bold,” some 100 UMW members from 18 churches in
the Griffin District gathered for Faith, Fun, Everyone Aug. 18 at Wesley
Chapel UMC in McDonough.
The day began with a worship service followed by workshops, praise
exercise and the assembly of 150 “Pamper Packs” that were taken to
seven women’s shelters in the Griffin District.
Keynote speaker, the Rev. Courtney Buggs, set the tone for the day
when she challenged us to live boldly in the world and in the life of the
church, taking as our role models the five daughters of Zelophehad in
the Old Testament (Numbers 27: 1-10). Buggs serves on the pastoral
staff at Wesley Chapel and is pursuing a PhD at Emory University
where she serves as an adjunct faculty member.

Moses declares in Numbers 27:7.
These five women were successful because they acted boldly, Buggs
said. “They boldly got together; they boldly spoke truth to power; and
they boldly stepped up to self-determination.”

In Moses time, only sons inherited their father’s property, and
Zelophehad had no sons. However, his five daughters — Mahlah,
Noah, Hogiah, Milcah and Tirzah
— approached Moses and boldly
stated they should inherit their
father’s property so that his name
would not disappear from Israelite
history.

Rev. Courtney Buggs

She encouraged United Methodist Women today to be as bold in the
midst of difficult circumstances and to band together to bring about
change in unfair situations. “Will you become bold?” she asked.
Adults attended two workshops, one on “The Spiraling Income Gap”
and the other on “Ministry with Women in Crisis.” A workshop for
youth was led Michelle Rogers.

Moses sought guidance from the
Lord, and as a result, an unfair and
exclusive law was changed. “What
Zelophehad’s daughters are saying
is right. You must certainly give
them property as an inheritance,”

In talking about the growing income gap between the rich and poor
in Georgia, Taifa Butler, executive director of the Georgia Budget and
Policy Institute, gave some startling statistics. She said Georgia ranks
as the 10th poorest state in the nation, and if we don’t do something
transformatively different, we will continue to see the same results.”

Autumn Wright
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Mother-and-daughter
Tamika Dennis and
Khamoyne Carter
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Jennifer Johnson, president of
Wesley Chapel UMW

The Rev. Bert Neal conducts a baptism during the worship service.

In Georgia, she said, 1.7 million people are
considered poor.
The growing income gap has spiraled since the
1970s, she said. Today in Georgia, the income
average for the top one
percent of Georgia’s
residents is $939,000,
while the average for the
remaining 99 percent is
$41,000.
The most important
way to lift people out
of poverty is education,
and this often means
learning new skills,
Butler said, noting that
by 2021, 61 percent
of Georgians seeking
Taifa Butler, executive director
jobs will need a postChristina Simmons, director of
of the Georgia Budget and
secondary degree. Also,
Susie Barnes
New Choices in Barnesville
Policy Institute
she added, Georgia
should follow the example of 29 other states and enact a Georgia Work Packs. These tote bags, decorated with the verse from Jeremiah 29:11,
Credit, also called a state Earned Income Tax Credit. This credit would
were each filled with shampoo, lotion, toothpaste and tooth brush,
give a tax deduction to people who work at low-paying jobs and would soap, deodorant and feminine hygiene pads.
give them more money for such necessities as childcare.
The Pamper Packs have been given to seven shelters in the Griffin
The workshop on “Ministry with Women in Crisis” was led by
District, including New Choices. Other receiving Pamper Packs are
Christina Simmons, director of New Choices in Barnesville, part
Haven House in McDonough, Gigi’s House in Hampton, Securus House
of the McIntosh Trail Community that serves seven counties in the
in Morrow, Rainbow House in Jonesboro, House of Dawn in Jonesboro,
Griffin District. New Choices is a residential center that works with
and the Southern Crescent Sexual Assault Center, with offices in
addicted women to restore them to health and enable them to be selfJonesboro, Hampton and Newnan.
supporting and self-sustaining.
Elaine Kirk,
president of
the UMW at
New Hope,
Clayton
County.

Simmons knows firsthand the difficulty in overcoming
addiction. She was a drug addict and served time in prison for
drug-dealing. Now drug-free and grounded in her Christian
faith, she is helping others overcome obstacles in their lives.
“If God can change someone like me, he can change you
and anybody you know,” she said. She urged those present
to always be kind to others, not knowing what they are
going through in their personal lives, and to engage them in
conversation. “Sometimes all people need to know is you care
about them. At some point they may ask for help.”
The morning concluded with a praise exercise in the
sanctuary, led by Susie Barnes, and the assembling of Pamper
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Help take care of God’s earth
through recycling
By Colleen Love, Griffin District Social Action Chair
Hello, I hope all of you have enjoyed a lovely summer. During this
time of year we do a lot of entertaining, and this brought to mind an
important subject, recycling!  

At home and at our meetings plan ahead for what you need for your
meal or program. Use pitchers of ice water instead of buying bottled
water. Choose paper products rather than plastic for eating and
drinking. Use paper table cloths or bring out your beautiful cloth ones
to use instead of plastic ones that get thrown away. Start a recycling
program at your local church and ask neighbors to join in!

We have opportunities and an obligation to be good stewards with the
resources that we have on this earth. Here are a few suggestions on
where to start as an individual and as a group.

Convenience in our daily living does not have to cost our environment
and our children’s future. God created the earth and said it was good.
We are to keep charge of what He has made.

At home we can recycle any glass, paper, plastic or aluminum cans.
When shopping, think of the words reuse and renew! We want to work
to reduce the amount of trash that is going into our landfills. Buy goods
that are able to be recycled or can be recycled again. Have you noticed
how many things are made of plastic instead of good old glass?

Look for ways to waste less, and recycle more for a better today and
tomorrow.

Three conference opportunities
for deeper involvement, service
North Georgia Conference United Methodist Women are offering three
exciting opportunities for United Methodist Women in the fall/spring.

You can find an online registration form at ngumw.org (click on the
Resources tab and then Team Member Application for 2019 Red
Bird Mission). You can reserve your spot by filling out the form and
returning it with a $200 non-refundable deposit to team leader Kathy
Cook. The full cost for the trip is $490, and the remaining $290 will be
due by the registration deadline of Oct. 15. Participants must work out
their own travel arrangements, but a full list of team members will be
provided so that car pools can be arranged.

The first is the North Georgia Conference Annual Meeting, which
will take place Saturday, Oct. 6, at Rome First UMC from 9:30 am - 2
pm. The featured speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Jasmine Smothers, pastor
of Atlanta First UMC and a popular speaker among United Methodist
Women. Also a Haitian Orphanage Choir, “Love Him, Love Them,” will
be performing.

During the mission trip, members will be assisting with home repairs,
working with community services on campus, or helping with an art
camp at Red Bird Mission School. For more information, email Kathy
Cook at adoxumwpresident@gmail.com

The deadline to register is Sept. 24 for the meeting and lunch (cost is
$20) and Sept. 28 for the meeting only (cost is $10). You can register
online at ngumw.org or by filling out the form on the next page in this
newsletter and mailing it to the registrar.

NEEDED: Contact information for local
church officers

The second North Georgia Conference opportunity, Leadership
Development training, will take place Nov. 3 at Johns Creek UMC in
Johns Creek, GA, from 9 am - 1 pm. The cost is $10 to cover the cost of
lunch, and the deadline to register is Oct. 13. Fourteen workshops will
be offered, including one for every UMW office (with the exception of
local church treasurers; the treasurers’ workshop will be for district
treasurers only). You can register online or by filling out page 7 in this
newsletter and mailing it to the registrar.

All local units, please submit by Oct. 15 the names of your officers
and their contact information for 2019. For each officer, please
include her address, telephone number and email address.
Please send this information to Alice Smith, Griffin District
president, at waltalicesmith@aol.com or mail to 1324 Nickel Oak
Bend, McDonough, GA 30252.

The third opportunity is to participate in a first-ever United
Methodist Women’s sponsored mission trip to the Red Bird
Mission in Kentucky. This will take place March 31-April 7, 2019, and
will be limited to 50 women.

2018 North Georgia Conference UMW

This is so very important, because this is how we keep in
contact with our local units, both on the district level and on the
conference level.
Thanks to all of you for your help in this matter.

4

3rd Quarter 2018

North Georgia

October 6, 2018

Conference

9:30am – 2:00pm

United Methodist

Rome First UMC

Women

202 East 3rd Ave

46th Annual Meeting

Rome GA 30161

Register On-line: https://www.etouches.com/umw2018annualmeetingoct6th <or> complete & mail this paper form with check.

Name: PLEASE PRINT
Phone

Email

Church

District

Emergency Contact: LIST NAME & PHONE
Check Age Group: Teen[]

20’s[]

30’s[]

First time attending UMW Annual Meeting?

40’s[]

50’s[]

60’s[]

70’s[]

80+[]

[]Yes No[]

Will you need free ***childcare***?

[]Yes No[]

Special Needs/Limitations: HEARING ASSISTANCE | MOBILITY | OTHER
[] $20.00 MEETING & LUNCHEON, prior to September 24, 2018
DIETARY RESTRICTIONS? []GLUTEN FREE []DIABETIC
[]OTHER______________________

September 24, 2018.

[] $10.00 Meeting Only, prior to September 24, 2018
[] Guest of Conference (CONFERENCE TEAM, DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS, PRESENTERS, ETC.)
September 25, 2017 or later: Meeting Only-No Lunch $15 []
Make checks payable to: NGC UMW
Registrar M Emerson

9:30am – 12:00pm

Worship Service
& Business Meeting

12:00pm – 2:00pm

Translation: $15 at the door the day of
the event does NOT include lunch or
informational packets
Check#

Annual Meeting Agenda:
Registration

No Lunch Available for Late
Registrations Made or Post-Marked
on or after 9/25/18

No Refunds, Substitutions OK

1045 Chatham Rd
Buford, GA 30518-4901

8:15am – 9:15am

Registration deadline is

***Childcare is Free!***
Deadline to reserve is 9/24/2018.

Bring a sack a lunch for each child.
Name____________________________ Age_______
Dietary Restrictions / Allergies____________________

Awards Luncheon

Emergency Contact____________________________

3rd Quarter 2018
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Important! Mark your calendars!
Griffin District Annual
Meeting/Leadership Training to take place Oct. 20
Saturday, Oct. 20 is a most important date for Griffin District United
Methodist Women. Our Annual Meeting/Leadership Development
event will take place at Red Oak UMC in Stockbridge, beginning with
breakfast at 8 am and concluding at noon.

Following the annual meeting and a refreshment break, we will hold
our leadership development training. Four classes will be offered:
(1) presidents, vice presidents and secretaries; (2) treasurers; (3)all
mission chairpersons (Spiritual Growth, Social Action, Education
and Interpretation, and Membership, Nurture/Outreach); and (4) a
presentation on “A Way Forward.” This last workshop will be led by
Typhenia Speed, president of the North Georgia Conference United
Methodist Women, who will speak about the upcoming General
Conference of the United Methodist Church in February 2019. This
conference will be looking at developing an official stance of the
United Methodist Church on homosexuality.

We will begin the day with our annual meeting that will include a
worship service, election of officers, adoption of a budget for 2018-19,
and a memorial service for women who have passed away during the
past year. We will recognize all units who are receiving awards: for
Mission Today status, for participation in the Reading Program and
Mission Studies, and for outstanding giving in several categories.
The speaker for the service will be the Rev. Carol Cook, senior pastor
at McDonough First UMC and former superintendent of the LaGrange
District. She is one of several very gifted women pastors in the district,
and we look forward to hearing her message.

There also will be book tables with Prayer Calendars, Program Books
and books from our Reading Program for purchase.
The day will conclude at noon so you will have your afternoon free to
enjoy the many activities that engage our attention in the fall.

The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women
The Purpose is adopted by the General Conference of The United Methodist Church as the
official mission statement of United Methodist Women.
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and
to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of
the church.
Out of the Purpose are four mission focuses that relate to the mission initiatives and priorities of
United Methodist Women.
To be a community of women
To know God
To develop a creative and supportive fellowship
To expand concepts of mission

2018 North Georgia Conference UMW
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November 3, 2018

North Georgia Conference
United Methodist Women

9:00am – 1:00pm

host

Johns Creek UMC

Leadership

11180 M edlock Bridge Rd

Development

Johns Creek GA 30097

Day

Register On-line: https://www.etouches.com/umw2018LDDnov3rd <or> complete & mail this paper registration with check.

Leadership Development Day Is Where District & Local Unit Officers & Circle Leaders Can

Get Practical guidance & how-to info about their roles & responsibilities, share success stories and
acquire available resources.

Agenda:

9:00–9:30 am Pre-registered attendees Check-In, light refreshments provided

9:30-10:15 am Opening Plenary & Announcements

|

10:15-12:00 pm Officer Trainings/Workshops

Noon-1:00 pm Lunch with activity or video

Name: PLEASE PRINT
Phone

Email

Church

District

I am []an Officer at my church for our Local UMW Unit/Circle []a District UMW Officer []Conference []Other

SELECT ONE OFFICER TRAINING/WORKSHOP BELOW
[] Presidents
[]Vice Presidents
[] Treasurer (District Treasurers Only)
[] Historians
[] Program Resources
[] Membership Nurture Outreach
[] Nominations

[] Parliamentarians
[] Secretaries
[] Communications Coordinator
[] A Way Forward (each district & local unit sends rep)
[] Education & Interpretation Coordinator
[] Social Action
[] Spiritual Growth Coordinator

List Special Needs/Limitations if any: HEARING ASSISTANCE | MOBILITY | OTHER:
[] $10 includes LUNCH > DIETARY RESTRICTIONS? []GLUTEN FREE []DIABETIC []OTHER:
*** Childcare is Free but you must register by 10/13/2018 to reserve.
LIST NAME(S), AGE(S), DIETARY RESTRICTIONS / ALLERGIES:

Make checks payable to: NGC UMW

Remember to bring a sack a lunch for each child

Registrar M Emerson
1045 Chatham Rd
Buford, GA 30518-4901
Registration Deadlines

POST-MARK PAPER REGISTRATIONS BY OCTOBER 13TH | O NLINE R EGISTRATION CLOSES MIDNIGHT O CTOBER 20 TH

No Lunch (or Resources) guaranteed for Late Registrations | No Refunds; Substitutions OK!
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United Methodist Women
learn and fellowship at Mission u
United Methodist Women from the Griffin District were among the
200-plus who gathered in July at the Georgia Baptist Center in Toccoa for
Mission u.

Wilson from Andrews Chapel; Sharon Crittenton from Riverdale First; and
Jean Bouts from Wesley Way. Mary Anne Brannon, president of the UMW
at Morrow UMC, led one of the studies on “Embracing Wholeness.”

In addition to worship, fellowship, and enjoying meals together, each
attendee spent eight hours in a class setting, learning about either the
issues study,“What About our Money? A Faith Response”, or the spiritual
growth study,“Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal
Living.”.

The Griffin District will be sponsoring a district mission study in February
(exact date and place to be determined) when these two studies will be
offered.“Embracing Wholeness” explores the ways God has called us to
live in covenantal relationship with all of creation. It also challenges us to
work toward stronger and healthier relationships with creation, with our
communities, with ourselves, and with God.

Separate studies for children and youth also focused on money. The youth
study is entitled,“Is it Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy,” and the
children’s book,“Money Matters.”

The study on money acknowledges that this is a difficult subject to talk
about and looks specifically at money within the context of faith. Such a
discussion can raise our own awareness of how we relate to money and
can help free us from many of the financial dilemmas we face. The study
also looks at how we individually and collectively can respond in the light
of faith to economic inequities in our communities and in the world.

Mission u was under the leadership of Dean Tonya Murphy, former
president of the North Georgia Conference United Methodist Women. Jean
Bouts, a member of Wesley Way in McDonough, serves as treasurer of the
Mission u committee.

Attending Mission u from the Griffin District were: front row, from
left: Linda Brown, Ann Jones, Denise Louis, Jean Bouts and Alice
Smith; back row, from left, Jackie Banks, Georgia Wilson, Sharon
Crittenton, Frenda Norwood, Mary Anne Brannon and Jackie Parker.

Other participants from the Griffin District were: Linda Brown, Jackie
Banks , and Denise Louis from Wesley Chapel; Ann Jones and Alice Smith
from McDonough First; Frenda Norwood, Jackie Parker and Georgia

2018 North Georgia Conference UMW
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Circles at Wesley Way UMC
support local, world mission projects
By Tara Powell
In the June 2018 Griffin District Newsletter, Alice Smith challenged us to
highlight the work we are doing. At Wesley Way UMC, much of this work
is done by the members of the United Methodist Women’s circles within
our unit, but we also have programs that benefit from donations from our
entire congregation.

Rolls benefited the
Methodist Children’s
Home and UMCOR
US Disaster Relief,
respectively. We put
together about 40
hygiene kits to take
to the North Georgia
Annual Conference,
and we collected
shampoo bottles
for the Pamper Packs
assembled at the Faith,
Fun & Everyone event.

We have one circle that puts together gift bags for new mothers at the
Pregnancy Resource Center. Another circle volunteers at the Food
Pantry. We collect loose change from the congregation monthly for
Haven House. Proceeds from the Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Honor

In May, three of our members attended
UMW Assembly in Columbus, Ohio
They are, from left, Phyllis Wright,
Janice John and Cindy Jones.

Activities planned for the balance of the year include a Silent Auction in
November, which will benefit UMCOR’s Safe Water and Hygiene program
and A Friend’s House in McDonough, and Christmas donations which will
benefit Murphy Harpst.
The Wesley Way UMW thoughtfully and prayerfully considers where
we can support missions local and abroad and endeavors to choose
beneficiaries that we are passionate about. Our hope is that our
contributions, along with those of others, result in a long-term meaningful
impact in the lives of the recipients and their communities as a whole.

In April, Wesley Way UMW executive
board members placed pinwheels in
our front flower bed in support of Child
Abuse Prevention Month.

Griffin First UMW circles initiate
varied helping projects
By Barbara Paris
It has been a busy year for everyone
here at Griffin First UMC. All our
circles are back after the summer
hiatus and are jumping in with both
feet, ready to further present God’s
grace and love.

supported a single
mom and her two
children for several
years. Jeanine Wall put
together 18 newborn
packets for the hospital, consisting of a blanket and sleeper. Stickers on
each say,“Made with love by the UMW of Griffin FUMC.” And they collect
donations at each meeting to provide for the Turning the Tide church
ministry.

The Joy Circle teamed with the
Missions Committee and, with the
support of the congregation, packed
and sent 150 Christmas shoeboxes
through UMCOR to our missionaries
in Central America.

The Restored Circle collected preemie clothing and diapers for a church
member/circle member’s baby in NICU. They continue to collect preemie
clothing and diapers to bless other NICU families at Ronald McDonald
House in Columbus.

The Love Circle generously donated their time and sewing abilities to make
186 pillow-case dresses and provided underwear for the “Little Dresses
for Africa” mission project headed by Dutch Carothers. They have also
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Our newly organized Sun City Circle has taken it upon themselves to take
pre-packaged food and drinks every month to the families of those who

9

North Georgia Conference
2nd QuarterUMW
2018

have loved ones in Brightmoor Hospice. What a wonderful way to show
God’s compassion for others.
On Aug 25, a “Ladies Day Out” program was held from 9 am - noon.
Approximately 90 ladies attended from various churches in the community
and from word-of-mouth invitation. Coffee, tea, juice and muffin goodies
were served before the program. The program was entitled “Bloom
Where You Are Planted,” and Rev. Kelly Brumbeloe from Mt. Bethel United
Methodist Church was the speaker. She is a dynamic personality and very
inspiring.

person was asked to write something on the small rock that they wanted to
surrender to Jesus, cleanse the rocks in a pail of water, and place the rock
on a table under the cross. At the end, everyone was asked to pick up a rock
from the table as a reminder to pray daily for whatever was written on the
rock and for the unknown person who had placed it there. Imagine – 90plus people praying for someone every day! What a blessing!
Still to come this year is the annual November Bake Sale and the Advent by
Candlelight celebration!
We here at Griffin FUMC are looking forward to seeing what marvelous
and God-inspired things will be accomplished during the next year!

On each table were some small river rocks. During the program each

ANDREWS CHAPEL holds
“LADIES in PEARLS SOIRÉE”
By Rena McElrath
The United Methodist Women of
Andrews Chapel UMC in Jonesboro,
GA, hosted their bi-annual Ladies
in Pearls Soirée on June 16 at 1
pm at “The W of Jonesboro.” This
year the purpose of the soirée
was to support the Women of
Clayton County’s “Goodnight
Clayton” initiative. This initiative
encourages literacy in the Clayton
School System by providing
students with pajamas and books to read at night.
We were thrilled to have as our special guests three
members of the organization, Dr. Donna Jackson,
Rochelle Dennis and Lynda Browning, and they
shared the mission for this initiative which made us
more eager to assist them.

What a comfortable way to
enhance their reading skills
and increase their academic
reading scores!
The theme for the soirée —
“High Noon Tea” — came
from the creative minds of the
United Methodist Women. Ten
of the members beautifully
decorated tables with their
fine china, glassware and
linens. Each table was uniquely designed and
displayed an astonishing array of colors. Three
tables were judged as especially outstanding with
Claudette Neal, Frenda Norwood and Dorothy Owens
receiving the honors as table winners.

Our mission was to develop a creative and supportive
fellowship with this organization by participating and donating
to this wonderful cause. We raised $860 to assist with the purchase of
the pajamas and books. We pray that the children of Clayton County
Schools are thrilled when they receive their new books and pajamas.

Our Mistress of Ceremony, Tonya Walker led the program
spiritually and kept us on task. State Court Judge Margaret Spencer
welcomed our guests and Ruthie Moore blessed us with prayer. We
were also blessed with “A Touch
of Class” by jazz musician Gregg
Tolbert and
company
performing
jazz musical
renditions.
Sydney Self,
award winner
of the 2017-18
Henry County
RESA Literacy
Competition,
wowed us with
her rendition

Ladies, young and seasoned, dressed for “High Noon Tea”
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Sydney Self
MC – Tonya Walker (standing)
Reciting
Dr.
Seuss
Story
of a story from the famous, Dr. Seuss; she was amazing.

Decorating the tables
Carrie Price
Fashion Show Commentator

All the ladies graced the room wearing their favorite sundresses
and hats. Many of them showcased their attire in a fashion show
organized by Claudette Neal. The commentator, Carrie Price, described
the outfits in her pleasant, witty and enticing way. Sharon Lane, retired
military, shared several of her beautifully adorned dresses. The men
that were present did not feel left out; they had the opportunity to
model, too.
We were served a delicious “high noon” brunch by Cynthia Dudley,
Edna Hickson, and Annette Alexander. Linda Turner and Sherry

Johnson gave out door prizes to each person
holding a winning ticket. The photographers
were Curtis Green and Trinity Henry. Closing remarks were given by
our president, Georgia Wilson.
Chairpersons Rena McElrath and Claudette Neal and committee
members, Sherry Johnson, Cassandra Merrilles and advisor Margaret
Spencer, had so much enjoyment in the planning of the soirée. Special
thanks are extended to Isaiah Moore for his technology assistance,
Annetti Anderson from “The W of Jonesboro” and the many family
and friends that joined us and contributed to this endeavor.

“It’s Our Time, It’s Your Time”
at Riverdale First
Article by Matilde Davis • Photos by Noku Bray
For our annual Women’s Weekend, Riverdale First United Methodist
Women (RFUMW) did what we do best — we fellowshipped, we
educated, and we served. Our theme, “It’s Our Time, It’s Your Time,”
amplified the mission of the United Methodist Women.

this is your time to speak up and to show others what it truly means to
live life as servants of God. “It’s your time” is a call to young women,
letting them know that they have a voice and that they should never be
afraid to use their voice.

“It’s our time” is a reminder to all women that no matter what your age,

RFUMW kicked off the weekend on Friday, August 17 with a dance
when everyone wore head-to-toe white clothing
and accessories. Members of the church and the
community came together to enjoy delicious food,
soothing music, and the welcoming atmosphere
that is always present at every Riverdale First
party. The next day, we held our “Girls to Women”
program where we spoke to youth about various
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career and educational opportunities. We also enjoyed teaching the
youth the importance of service by putting together hygiene kits for a
local women’s shelter.
On the last day of the Women’s weekend celebration, the women
led Sunday service! A reading from Proverbs 31 set the scene for
the morning. Dressed in pristine white outfits with the addition of
yellow sashes, the all-women’s choir had church members clapping
and smiling with their amazing voices. We were also blessed with a
wonderful dance number, more singing, and two women speakers who
gave outstanding sermons. All in all, we enjoyed celebrating the beauty
of women - our power, our love, and our leadership.

Wesley Chapel celebrates Women’s Day,
sponsors other activities
Wesley Chapel United Methodist Women have been involved in a
variety of activities over the past few months.

The speaker for Sunday worship service was Bishop Sharma Lewis;
episcopal leader of the Richmond (VA) area and a former pastor at
Wesley Chapel.

One was their Women’s Day Celebration with the theme, “Gold there
is, and rubies in abundance, but lips that speak knowledge are rare
jewels” (Proverbs 20:15).
As part of the Women’s Day observance, the UMW conducted a Day of
Service, “Earth Day,” when they and others performed tasks to beautify
the church grounds. They planted flowers at the Historical Bell Tower
and the church marquee and stained the picnic tables, along with other
tasks. Then everyone enjoyed lunch and fellowship together.
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Wesley United Methodist Women honored Margaret Rounds with the
Woman of the Year, Woman Making a Difference Award. Margaret
has successfully demonstrated her abilities as an individual, a team
member and a church leader. She has demonstrated great leadership,
love, passion and a willingness to serve and assist other persons,
especially females, in their personal, religious and professional
development and contributed to the successes of others as well as her
own.
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In other activities, Wesley Chapel
United Methodist Women honored
female graduates and prepared
a delicious breakfast for the men
during the church’s annual Father’s
Day recognition. The honored
graduates included Roshay Bond,
Jakayla Crockett and Ashley Williams,
who graduated from high school, and
Britney Guy, who graduated from
college.
Still another event sponsored by
the United Methodist Women was
a “Fit For Christ” luncheon. The
chairpersons were young adults
Charmien Martin and Alicia
Watson, and the speaker was Coach
Elliott Montgomery. Mother-andson team Sandra Thompson and
Lavaun Thompson conducted a
Power Workout, and a Power Lunch
was prepared by Barbara Thomas,
Marcella Shyllon and Jennifer
Johnson.
Leaders for the
day cautioned
that committing
wholeheartedly to
your health is not easy.
“There will be times
when you’ll experience
temporary physical,
psychological, or
emotional discomfort,”
said Alicia Watson.
“Here are three ways
to help you stay
committed to achieving
your goals that can help
you stay strong when
you’re struggling:”

Oldest Father: James Brown
Margaret Rounds

Participants in “Fit for Christ” brought food items
for “Back Pack Buddies.

Youngest Father Shimron Duliepre
(with son Emmrin)

1. Post your goals on your bathroom mirror. Posting your shortterm daily goals in a place where you automatically see them
each day will help you to stay focused, motivated, and committed
to staying on task. Your bathroom mirror is the perfect place
because you’ll see your goals first thing in the morning and right
before you go to sleep at night.
2. Prepare daily for “what-ifs.” Before your day begins, ask
yourself if there are any challenges that may interfere with
your daily goals. For each what-if, make a plan to cope with the
challenge while still staying committed to your plan/goals.
3. Journal your daily effort. There is no doubt that tracking your
progress improves your chances of achieving your goals. But also
keep a diary in which you answer the following question each
day: Did I exert every ounce of effort to achieve my goals today?
If your answer is yes, great! If your answer is no, write down one
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A power exercise workout was part of
the Fit for Christ program.

thing you can do tomorrow to be better than you were today. Use
these tips to become part of your daily ritual. Not only will you
achieve your goals but also get results that will last! Keeping the
faith and perseverance will give you the confidence you need to
move forward with your life despite trials and setbacks.
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Griffin District United Methodist Women Officers 2018
President

Alice Smith

1324 Nickel Oak Bend

McDonough, GA

30252

770.914.2265

waltalicesmith@aol.com

Vice President

Dr. Susan R. Dyer

1611 Thornwick Trace

Stockbridge, GA

30281

678.565.7831

dyersusan@bellsouth.net

Secretary

Michelle Cole

11560 Summer Trace

Hampton, GA

30228

678.772.1926

comchl7@aol.com

Treasurer

Wilma Dennis

450 Kimberly Court

McDonough, GA

30252

404.354.0271

wjd26@msn.com

Spiritual Growth

Polly Flannigan

242 Hoppin Branch Rd.

Griffin, GA

30224

770.227.0145

p.flannigan@aol.com

MembershipNuture-Outreach

Wilma Dennis

450 Kimberly Court

McDonough, GA

30252

404.354.0271

wjd26@msn.com

Social Action

Colleen Fryza

786 Regal Rd.

Jackson, GA

30233

770.815.5484

colleenmlove@gmail.com

Education and
Interpretation

Barbara Rankin

743 McLaurin St.

Griffin, GA

30224

770.227.7416

bprankin@bellsouth.net

Communications

Kellie Frissell

106 Audubon Parkway

Stockbridge, GA

30281

678.386.4472

kellie@kfdp.com

Program Resources

Barbara Rankin

Barbara (see above)

Griffin, GA

30224

770-227-7416

bprankin@bellsouth.net

Chair Comm. on
Nominations

Jennifer Johnson

139 Whitaker Rd.

McDonough, GA

30252

770.356.4669

jennyjohn529@bellsouth.net

CON Member

Ann Jones

1380 Lake Forest Lane

McDonough, GA

30253

770.957.5458

jones1641@charter.net

CON Member

Cindy Jones

190 Scenic Drive

McDonough, GA

30252

770.898.4129

tcbjones@bellsouth.net

CON Member

Pat Lassiter

4360 W. Ellis Rd.

Griffin, GA

30223

770.228.4797

nanalassiter@gmail.com

CON Member

Maxine Richardson

7020 Old Bethsaida Way

Riverdale, GA

30296

770.997.0804

msmaxinerich@hotmail.com

District Supt.

Rev. Richard Winn

PO Box 13

Griffin, GA

30224

770.227.1074

grfnds@bellsouth.net

Griffin District UMW Calendar for 2018
EVENT

DATE

PLACE

TIME

Executive team

Sept. 15

Riverdale First UMC
6390 Church St., Riverdale, GA 30274

9 a.m.

Annual Meeting/Leadership
Development Day

Oct. 20

Red Oak UMC
3894 Walt Stephens Rd., Stockbridge, GA 30281

8:15 a.m.

Executive team Christmas party

Dec. 8

Home of Alice Smith
1324 Nickel Oak Bend, McDonough, GA 30253

9 a.m.

Conference and National Dates
Oct. 6 - North Georgia Conference Annual Meeting, Rome First UMC,
Rome, GA

2018 North Georgia Conference UMW

Nov. 3 - Leadership Development, Johns Creek UMC, Johns Creek, GA

14

3rd Quarter 2018

