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United Methodist Women’s ministry
takes the commitment of all
In our last newsletter in this space, I talked about the importance, during
our 150th year, of remembering those in our local units who have kept the
faith and made United Methodist Women such an effective organization in
serving the needs of women and children. That’s extraordinarily important,
because it is in our local groups that we find our greatest nurture, support
and friendships.
But the work of United Methodist Women is also contingent upon those who
feel a call on their lives to serve beyond the local church, in many instances
by becoming a professional Christian worker or by serving as a volunteer
leader on the conference, national or international level. These women are
the ones whose voices are heard loudest in calling for justice in unjust situations, the ones who have left familiar surroundings to become missionaries
in other countries, the ones who have started community centers and agencies here at home to help those in need.
At our 150th anniversary event on March 30, we did lift up a few of those
women who have gone the extra mile. Laura Askew Haygood lived from
1845-1900 and came from a prominent Methodist family In North Georgia.
She was an educator who was active in home mission work at Trinity UMC
in Atlanta before going to China as a missionary in 1884. When she died, she
was buried on Chinese soil. Later in Atlanta, Haygood Memorial UMC was
named in memory of her and her brother, Bishop Atticus Haygood.
Another early missionary, Anna E. Hall (1870-1964), was born into a black
family in the deep South (Bainbridge, Ga.) just a few years after the Civil
War ended. Times were hard and she had few resources and privileges on
her own, but with God’s help and her determination, she graduated from
Clark College in Atlanta, which had been established in 1869 to help educate
freed slaves. She became a deaconess and served as a missionary to Africa
for 25 years. After her return to Atlanta, she continued her deaconess work,
visiting hospitals and prisons, and was active in Central UMC.
Some women worked and led on the home front. We looked at two at the
anniversary celebration, Ethel Harpst (1883-1967) and
Sarah D. Murphy (1892-1954). They were contemporaries

who lived near each other who both founded orphanages. Ethel Harpst, a
Methodist deaconess, cared for white children, and Sarah Murphy, a Baptist
and a teacher, worked with black children. While the Ethel Harpst home was
always Methodist, the Sarah Murphy home was brought under the jurisdiction of the Women’s Division of Christian Service several years after Ms.
Murphy’s death through the efforts of local Methodist women. The one stipulation of the national organization was that the two orphanages be merged.
Today the Murphy Harpst Children’s Centers in Cedartown ministers to severely abused and neglected children placed there by the state, and United
Methodist Women is one of their biggest supporters.
One other woman lifted up in the narrative at the 150th anniversary service was Dorothy Rogers Tilly of Atlanta, who was born in 1883 and died
in 1970. She was a leader in social justice causes, particularly in the fight
against lynching. A diminutive white woman barely five feet tall, she was
offered a bodyguard during her efforts to unmask the Ku Klux Klan. She
refused, declaring, “I will not live in fear.” Ms. Tilly became known nationally when President Harry Truman appointed her in 1947 to the Presidents’
Committee on Civil Rights.
What I am trying to say here is that the work of United Methodist Women
takes the commitment of all of us. We on the local level must continue sending our pledges to support national and international missions while at the
same time meeting local needs in our communities. But it also takes the
commitment of those willing to step up and step out on a broader stage, either as a professional ChrisIn this Issue:
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IMPORTANT: MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY for AUG. 17

Griffin District Human Trafficking Awareness Event

A very important event for Griffin District United Methodist Women is
coming up Saturday, Aug. 17, at Wesley Chapel UMC in McDonough when
we will focus on Human Trafficking Awareness.

need and also let them know that United Methodist Women cares about
them.
Our keynote speaker for the day will be Maja Hasic, Human Trafficking
Program Director at Tapestri. This organization is headquartered in Tucker
and works with victims of both sexual and labor trafficking by providing
crisis counseling, housing assistance and other aid to help trafficking
victims move from crisis to stability and beyond.

While we hope this event will be well-attended by United Methodist
Women, we also urge you to bring the youth from your church since
children/teenagers are one of the major groups victimized by trafficking.
We will begin with breakfast and registration from 8 until 9 a.m. followed
by a large group session when we will have speakers describing the
enormity of the problem and ways that we as United Methodist Women
can help.

Also speaking will be Sabrina Crawford, founder of Gigi’s House, a local
organization that works with victims of sexual trafficking aged 13-19 . She
will describe the ministry of Gigi’s House which provides a safe home in a
faith-based environment and other assistance to these teenage victims.

Following the speakers’ presentations, we will have two concurrent
workshops, and each attendee will have the opportunity to go to both. We
will dismiss at noon.

We are also hoping to have a first-person testimonial from a trafficking
victim who has overcome her situation through the help of Haven ATL,
which is a program of the Salvation Army.

In one workshop, copies of the state-authorized poster listing telephone
numbers trafficking victims can call for help will be distributed, and we
will be given tips on when and where to post them. These posters are in
accordance with Georgia law and list both the number for the National
Human Trafficking Resource Center (1-888-373-7888) and the Statewide
Georgia Hotline for Domestic Minor Trafficking (1-844-842-3678).

Human trafficking is a critically important issue and one that United
Methodist Women has been working on for some time. According to
Tapestri, human trafficking is the second largest and fastest growing
criminal industry in the world and it victimizes millions of people.
But it is not just an overseas problems, although many of those trafficked
in the U.S. come from all over the world, especially economically depressed
countries. Our own children in the metro Atlanta area and across the U.S.
daily become victims of human trafficking, some sold into the trade by
their own parents or tricked into the lifestyle by pimps who initially appear
kind and helpful.

In the other workshop, we will be assembling $10 gift cards with
handwritten notes of encouragement that will be given to agencies to
distribute among the trafficking victims with whom they work.
There is no registration cost for the event, but we are urging those
individuals who can to bring a $10 gift card to either Target or Walmart
that will be given to a trafficking victim. We are also asking all UMW units
in the Griffin District to each provide five of these $10 gift cards. Trafficking
victims who are seeking to regain control of their lives often have few
resources of their own. These gift cards can help them purchase items they

Whether the victims come from overseas or they are run-away children in
North Georgia, we as United Methodist Women are called to care and to
help in whatever way we can. Please come on Aug..17 and find out how you
can make a difference.

SAVE THE DATE
Griffin District Annual Meeting
and Leadership Development
Saturday, Nov. 9
Christ UMC in Forsyth
8 a.m. - noon
Pamela Perkins Carn, Keynote Speaker: “The School to Prison Pipeline”
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New United Methodist Women’s unit
chartered at Harvest Point
What an exciting time for Griffin District United Methodist
Women when we chartered a new unit at Harvest Point UMC on
Feb. 10, 2019!
The chartering was a definite high point for the district since we
have not chartered a new unit in several years. Harvest Point is a
relatively new church start, less than 20 years old, but it has never
had a United Methodist Women’s unit .
The president at Harvest Point is Teresa Wynn. She is well-known
in UMW circles but came to the organization as a novice in 2006
— just like the women who had gathered at Harvest Point for its
inaugural meeting.
While a member at Thomaston First UMC, Teresa quickly
became involved at all levels of United Methodist Women,
serving as a conference officer, then president of the Griffin
District and now as a member of the Southeastern Jurisdictional
Leadership team. With a deep love for United Methodist Women
in her heart, Teresa’s great wish was to introduce her sister
members at Harvest Point UMC to the fellowship and mission of
United Methodist Women.

At the closing of the Harvest Point charter meeting, Teresa Wynn, right,
joins with Cynthia Jenkins, seated, Amy Zahn and Becca Smith
in singing “Lean on Me.”

She noted that the women at Harvest Point are already involved
in mission in many ways.“We’ve been doing it,” she said.“Now
we’re putting a name to it.”
The charter meeting was held in the church’s beautiful new
sanctuary in Henry County. About 25 women attended,
representing a wide diversity in ages and ethnic identifies. Sitting
at one table were two women from Aruba, one from Puerto Rico
and one from Denmark. The afternoon included some getacquainted activities so that all those present might get to know
one another better.
Teresa gave her testimony of what United Methodist Women
has meant to her in her life, including emotional, spiritual and
financial support during difficult times of job loss and the death
of her father.“That’s the sisterhood of grace that God gives us,”
she declared.

The tables were decorated with Valentine goodies for Harvest Point’s
first UMW meeting.

Also attending the meeting were Tryphenia Speed, president of
the North Georgia Conference UMW and two representatives
from the Griffin District leadership team: Alice Smith, president,
and Ann Jones, secretary. Tryphenia and Alice spoke about the
history of United Methodist Women and its many avenues of
service today.

2019 North Georgia Conference Griffin District UMW

The new Harvest Point
UMC building has
both a traditional and
modern feel.
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Griffin District holds celebration worthy of
United Methodist Women’s
years
Some 140 women from across the Griffin District
gathered March 30 at McDonough First UMC for a
150th anniversary celebration of United Methodist
Women that was both meaningful and festive.
The day began with a worship service and historical presentation highlighting our history over a
century and a half. The service concluded with Holy
Communion and was followed by lunch in a party
setting, complete with balloons, favors, birthday
cake and door prizes.
The worship service offering totaled $970 for the
Legacy Fund, which the district treasury rounded to
$1,000. Since all contributions received to the fund
in March were to be doubled, this meant our offering totaled $2,000. District treasurer Wilma Dennis
traveled to the main post office after the celebration
in order to ensure our check would be postmarked
in March.

Taking part in the historical presentation were, from left back row: Ena Tomlinson, McDonough First; Michelle Cole, New Hope, Hampton; Tracy Larson, Morrow First; Janis Price,
McDonough First; and Maxine Richardson, Riverdale First. From row, from left: Janie Clark,
Griffin First; Cornelia Smith, Andrews Chapel, Jonesboro; and Jean Bouts, Wesley Way.

when Methodist women formally organized for mission and sent their first
two missionaries to India. The Boston women were part of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, the northern Methodist church which at that time was
separate from the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, our parent body in
North Georgia. It was less than 10 years later, in 1878, that women in North
Georgia and across the south formally organized for mission work.

Attendees came from 20 units across the district. Many individuals from
these units, as well as from the district leadership team, joined together to
make the day a memorable one.
The McDonough First United Methodist Women, led by Ann Jones, president, extended exemplary hospitality and provided a delicious salad lunch
coordinated by Marilyn Crumpler. Kellie Frissell, district communications
director, designed the favors, 150th anniversary bookmarks and magnets,
and the program. Attendees also received 150-year pins.

During the historical presentation, we looked at four time periods: 18691910; 1911-1939; 1940-1972; and 1973 until the present. Each time period
featured narration by Janie Clark, a member of Griffin First UMW, and
portrayals of two women from the period. After each time period, we sang a
song that had been written during that time frame.

Claudette Neal, Membership-Nurture-Outreach chairperson for the district,
served as registrar. Several units contributed door prizes, and a number
of women from differing United Methodist Women’s groups helped lead
the worship service The Rev. Carol Cook, pastor of McDonough First UMC,
officiated at the service of Holy Communion, while music was under the
direction of Mary Gorham and Ann Keesey, also from McDonough First.

The women featured in the first time period were Laura Haygood from
Atlanta, who was active in home missions before deploying as a missionary
to China, and Anna Hall, who served in Africa and then came back to Atlanta
where she spent her later years active in Central United Methodist Church.
Ms. Haygood was portrayed by Jean Bouts from Wesley Way UMW and Ms.
Hall by Maxine Richardson from the Riverdale First UMW.

The historical presentation began with a look at the 1869 event in Boston,
Everyone took
home a 150
bookmark and
magnet, as well
as a 150-year
pin.

Kellie Frissell, left, district communications director,
served as crucifer, and Claudette Neal, district membership-nurture-outreach chair, served as acolyte.
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The second time period, from 1911-1939,
looked at home mission institutions and
specifically at the efforts of Ethel Harpst
and Sarah Murphy who established
children’s homes a few miles apart in the
Cedartown area in the 1920 and ‘30s. In the
segregated structure of those days, Ethel
Harpst cared for white children and Sarah
Murphy for black children. The two homes
are now merged into the Murphy-Harpst
Children’s Centers and are still supported
by United Methodist Women. Ms. Harpst
was portrayed by Tracy Larson, Morrow
First UMW, and Ms. Murphy by Cornelia
Smith, Andrews Chapel UMW in Jonesboro.

2019 North Georgia Conference Griffin District UMW

Church ended this segregated
structure in 1968, and since
1972 we have been one
inclusive organization known
as United Methodist Women.
This last time period featured
Ena Tomlinson, a member
of McDonough First UMW,
who described how United
Methodist Women welcomed
her as an immigrant from
Jamaica in 1978. In another
powerful testimony, Jennifer
Johnson, a member of Wesley
Chapel UMW and Spiritual
Growth chairperson for the
district, issued a clarion call on
the importance of bringing new
and younger women into the
fold (see page 6).

Emma Nettles, left, poses with three generations of one family
at Wesley Chapel: Ruby Brown (95 years young),
Linda Brown, and Kimberly Brown.

The historical narrative
highlighted how the objectives
of United Methodist Women’s
work have remained much the
same despite enormous societal
changes over 150 years.“We
still focus on social issues and
advocate for change,” said Janie
Clark.“We are called to grow in
faith and our commitment to
Christ, in whose name we go
out to serve. We are called to
study, read, become informed
and to act. We are called to be a
supportive community for one
another and fellowship is a large
part of what we do. And we are,
from the earliest days until now,
called to be in mission.”

Participating in the service from McDonough First were, from left,
Janis Price, Mary Gorham, who served as pianist, John Keesey,
who was in charge of sound, and Ann Keesey, organist, who also
chose the historical hymns for the day.

About 140 women
attended the luncheon.

The third time period, from 1940-1972 when we were known as the Women’s Society of Christian Service and the Wesleyan Service Guild, highlighted
women on the home front, both in the local church and on the conference
level. Janis Price, a member of McDonough First UMC, portrayed her mother
Jean Price, and Michelle Cole, a member of New Hope UMC in Hampton,
portrayed Esther Shopshire, a leader in the Georgia Conference. For most
of this time period white and black churches were segregated, with white
churches belonging to the the North Georgia Annual Conference, and black
churches to the Georgia Conference.

The Rev. Carol Cook, pastor
of McDonough First UMC,
officiated at the service of
Holy Communion.

Everyone enjoyed anniversary cake.
A number
of door
prizes were
given away.

Praise God for 150 years of
United Methodist Women, and
praise God for each individual
woman who has served or
continues to serve in the name
of Christ.

The merger of the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren

The attendees from Griffin First pose for a photo.

Shown here is the group from Sunny Side UMW.

2019 North Georgia Conference Griffin District UMW
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Celebrating our legacy
means a
commitment to the future, too
Editor’s note: During the Griffin District
As I had said once before, “My sight PLEASE, units and circles, allow some
United Methodist Women’s 150th annichanges. It can make a difference. It
is getting a little dimmer, my steps
versary celebration March 30, Jennifer
could be as simple as a meeting date and
are getting a little slower.” I say that time change, After the lessons from your
Johnson, Spiritual Growth chairperson
for the district, talked about the importo say, Young Adults, we need your program books, some units do quilting,
tance of involving young adult women in
painting or craft classes. One unit walks
vision, bold steps, and new ideas.
our ministry by mentoring them as she
once a week and another unit provides
was mentored by veteran UMW memchildcare with a youth worker for the young adults with children.
bers at Wesley Chapel. Here is part of what she said.

As we celebrate 150 years in mission remembering the advocacy and
service of our foremothers ... I would like to tell you about two United
Methodist Women who influenced me to get me involved in Wesley
Chapel’s UMW — the late Hilda P. Willis and Christine Favors.
These two women were very supportive and ... kept the focus on
mission and outreach for women, children and youth in our church,
community, district, conference, and the world. Mrs. Favors would
always remind Jennifer Ryan and myself about the UMW meeting.
The meetings were held on weekdays in the evening. Wesley Chapel
UMW wanted to get more young adults involved, so we encouraged
them to change the meeting time to a Saturday morning. We had a few
more young adults to join. Next, they asked us to give suggestions and
ideas about their Annual Tea which is their fundraiser of the year. The
young adults brought changes, including a name change and even a
date change from a Sunday to a Saturday. These changes bought more
women to join.
The late Mrs. Hilda Willis also encouraged Jennifer and me to attend
the Spiritual Growth Retreat at Simpsonwood. Jennifer couldn’t attend,
but Mrs. Maudie McCord attended with me, and we were roommates.
Mrs. Maudie was and still is encouraging us to make a difference. I got
involved on the Griffin District team when Mrs. Ann Jones gave me
a call. She stated that Mrs. Hilda Willis gave her my name ... and said
there was a position available as a committee on nominations member
and that this would give me an opportunity to get involved and I told
her I would do it. Teresa Wynn and the executive team welcomed me
with love and support. As of today, I am still a member of the team as
chairperson for Spiritual Growth. ...Tryphenia Speed (president of the
North Georgia Conference UMW) and the North Georgia Conference
blessed me with a scholarship to attend the Assembly in Columbus,
Ohio, last year where United Methodist Women came together from
all over the world for worship, praise, fellowship, study and mission
projects. Oh, and it was such a blessing.

The historical program at the 150th anniversary celebration ended
with a powerful call from Jennifer Johnson, district spiritual growth
chair, to welcome and mentor young women into the UMW.

As we celebrate the advocacy and service of our foremothers over 150
years, we want to continue the vision. I look at myself 25 years from
now and I will be 85. I look at myself 50 years from now and I will
be 110. As I had said once before, “My sight is getting a little dimmer,
my steps are getting a little slower.” I say that to say, Young Adults,
we need your vision, bold steps, and new ideas. We need you to help
create legacies which will take the next generation to levels we can only
imagine. Just close your eyes for a few seconds and listen to the fresh
wind blowing as Bold United Methodist women from all around the
Griffin District come together to serve women, children, and youth.
Together we are building our legacy — A Sisterhood of Grace!

I would like to challenge each senior adult, including myself. We need
to make a commitment to get our young adults involved, just like
when Jennifer and I joined Wesley Chapel UMW. We were the youngest
two in our unit. We gave ideas and made some changes. Some of the
members were happy for the changes and applauded us and others
frowned and said, “No, this is not the right time.” But we didn’t let that
discourage us. We kept on attending the meeting and bringing other
ideas.
2nd Quarter 2019
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Interrupt school-to-prison pipeline,
retreat participants urged
Spiritual growth and social action —
 you can’t
have one without the other if our Christian
witness to the world is going to be both
authentic and change-oriented.

school-to-prison topic, and both she and Dr.
Cleopatra Warren, a public school educator in
Atlanta, brought eye-opening clarity to the issue.

The Rev. Alisha
Gordon leads a Bible
study.

According to the U.S. Department of Education,
black girls are six times more likely to be
expelled than while girls and black boys three
times more likely than white boys, although
both black girls are boys are a much smaller
percentage of the student population than their
white counterparts.

That was the message hammered home at the
North Georgia Conference United Methodist
Women’s Spiritual Growth/Social Action
retreat May 3-4 at the Rock Eagle 4-H Center
in Eatonton. About 100 women attended the
event, including about a dozen from the Griffin
District.

“The most adversely affected are African
American males, who make up most of juvenile
detention centers,” said Carn.

The social justice topic for the weekend was the
“School to Prison Pipeline,” the term used to
describe the unfortunate reality in Georgia and
across the U.S. whereby children and youth of
color are being rerouted from school to prison
because of innate injustices in the educational
and criminal justice systems.

She traced the development of the schoolto-prison pipeline back 50 years, to the war
on drugs declared by then President Richard
Nixon which escalated over the years with the
institution of harsh penalties for non-violent
drug offenders. Incarcerations grew from 50,000
in 1980 to 400,000 in 1997 to two million today,
Carn said.“The mandatory minimums disproportionately
affect minorities and poor people.”

“As long as we have the school-to-prison
pipeline, we will have mass incarceration,” said

Then in 1999, as a result of the shooting at Columbine High
School in Colorado,“zero tolerance” policies were enacted in
schools across the country resulting in escalating expulsions
for minor infractions. In one year in Georgia, Carn said, some
15,000 students in grades pre-K through third grade are
suspended.“We have criminalized child behavior like talking
back,” she said.
One thing school systems can do to counter this trend
is implement the “Positive Behavior Interventions and
Supports” (PBIS) program which has been approved by
the Georgia Department of Education and emphasizes
restorative practices, conflict management, and mentoring.
However, it is up the local school system whether or not to
implement PBIS.
North Georgia Conference UMW leaders who facilitated the retreat are,
from left: Jessica Godfrey, social action coordinator; Tryphenia Speed,
president; Stephanie Dressler, vice president; Carolyn Wilson, spiritual growth
coordinator; and Cindy Hicks, music leader.

Warren discussed how black girls are suspended for minor
infractions, such as talking loudly or talking back, using profanity, being
too active or even their hairstyle.“A lot of suspensions leads to pushout,”
she said.“If they are not in school, they’re on the streets,” and this can lead
to much more severe problems, such as becoming a victim of human
trafficking.

Pamela Perkins Carn of the End Mass Incarceration Georgia Network. She
is also a member of United Methodist Women who attends Central UMC
in Atlanta.
One of the first steps in making a difference is becoming educated on the
2019 North Georgia Conference Griffin District UMW

Warren specifically addressed how black girls are being
“pushed out” of education, using as the basis for her
discussion the book, “Pushout: The Criminalization of Black
Girls in Schools” by Monique W. Morris.
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Both speakers emphasized the importance of
first becoming informed and then becoming
actively involved.“We have to be engaged,”
Carn said.“United Methodist Women has
always been engaged. ...The school-to-prison
pipeline will not go away, unless we step up to
the plate, stop bickering about the little things
and concentrate on the big things.”
The leader for the spiritual growth part of the
retreat, the Rev Alisha Gordon, talked about
the importance of working together to make
change. She is the former director of spiritual
growth for the national United Methodist
Women’s organization who now is executive
minister of programs at The Riverside Church
in New York.
Gordon highlighted the North Georgia
Conference’s “Sisterhood of Grace” theme for
the year, using examples of women from the
Bible who banded together to support one
another and effect change. Such was the case
for Mary and Elizabeth, who supported one
Memoree Emerson, conference registrar, designed this artistic interpretation
another in their world-changing pregnancies,
of a favorite prayer during the workshop on prayer journaling.
and the daughters of Zelophehad in the Old
Testament who persuaded Moses to change
Hebrew law and let them inherit their father’s property since there were no “We may be part of the system of oppression in the way we vote, the things
male heirs.
we say, the things we do,” she admonished.“We must take a hard look at
ourselves and our biases.”
In another session, using the passage from Mark 3:1-6, Gordon talked
about the importance of keeping an open mind and being willing to
A number of ways to be involved were lifted up over the weekend, including
reorient one’s thinking. In the passage, the ruling Jewish leaders harden
the work of local organizations.
in their opposition to Jesus after he heals a man’s withered hand on the
Sabbath because they refuse to see the goodness and compassion in Jesus’
The End Mass Incarceration Georgia Network will hold an “EXPO” May
action, only the law he was breaking.
20 at The Atlanta Community Food Bank from 11:30-3:30 . This will allow
people opportunities to become informed, network and mobilize. Register
at www.emiganetwork.org.
The retreat concluded with Holy Communion.
Kids2Leaders was started by Mt. Bethel UMC in Marietta 20
years ago and offers a summer camp and other opportunities
for children who have an incarcerated parent. For ways to
help, email Ellen Cooper at ellen.cooper@kidz2leaders.org or
call 404-434-4005.
Foreverfamily is an organization that provides transportation
to three women’s prisons in Georgia so that children can visit
their incarcerated mothers. At the UMW retreat, participants
wrote encouraging notes to be given to the children on their
bus rides. For more information, visit www.foreverfam.org.
Also, see Colleen Fryza’s article on page 12 about ways we
as individuals and units can help children and incarcerated
mothers.
At our Nov. 9 Griffin District Annual Meeting, we will be
focusing on the “School-to-Prison Pipeline.” Our speaker
will be Pamela Perkins Carn of The End Mass Incarceration
Georgia Network.”
2nd Quarter 2019
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Griffin, LaGrange
districts hold joint
mission study

North Georgia Conference UMW treasurer, taught the study on “What
About Our Money: A Faith Response”. The spiritual growth study,
“Embracing Wholeness – An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living,” was
led Faye Livingston, a member of Fayetteville First United Methodist
Women who has had a varied professional career and who describes
herself as a teacher at heart. She also is active in Square Foot Ministry,
which repairs home for the elderly.

It was a first-time event — at least in the memories of those present —
when the Griffin District and LaGrange District joined together to host a
mission study Feb. 23.

Attendees also brought a huge number of items to be donated to the Five
Loaves and Two Fish Food Pantry in Griffin, such as toilet paper, diapers
and personal care items.

The idea of a joint mission study was broached by the LaGrange District
leadership team, to which the Griffin District leadership team quickly
agreed. After all, not only are we sisters in
“Self-care is a part of
Christ, but also we are neighbors as well.

Livingston’s study addressed the importance of
living in covenant with God, the earth and each
other. She talked, among other things, about
discipleship,” she said. “It
About 90 women attended the Mission
deters depression, lifts your the need to take care of ourselves. That involves
Study at Griffin First UMC. The church’s
healthy eating, exercise, getting enough sleep,
spirit and gives you energy.” handling stress, staying connected to others, and
United Methodist Women’s unit extended
magnificent hospitality and served both
keeping our minds stimulated.“Self-care is a
breakfast and lunch, with the assistance of LaGrange women. Polly
part of discipleship,” she said.“It deters depression, lifts your spirit and
Flannigan, Griffin District education and interpretation chairperson,
gives you energy.”
was in charge of activities for the day.
Self-care also has a spiritual component, she noted, that includes reading
Two studies were offered, with close to 40 in each class. Susan Stroup,
and studying scripture, fellowshipping with believers, worship, and
Faye Livingston leads
the study on
covenantal
living.

Attendees brought items for the Five Loaves
and Two Fish Food Pantry in Griffin.
Mission study participants
take a break for lunch.

The Rev. Candy Thacker (right),
pastor of Bethel UMC in
Stockbridge, attended with her
daughter Fiana.

2019 North Georgia Conference Griffin District UMW
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Darlyne Vaughn from
McDonough First UMC
receives a bowl of soup
from Susan King, a
member of Griffin First.

times of solitude when we meditate alone with
God.
Livingston also stressed the importance of
being committed to our home communities
by supporting local merchants, getting to
know our neighbors, practicing hospitality and
taking care of the earth with which God has
entrusted us.
When seeking to make change in our lifestyles,
she emphasized the importance of setting
small goals and not expecting huge changes
overnight.“Start somewhere and start small,”
she said.“Mastery takes time.“Be gracious
to yourself,” if you stumble or experience a
setback.
In the study on money, Stroup looked at what
the Bible has to say about money and how
various “systems” —
 such as the legal, political,
educational, religious and financial systems
— shape our lives, often in ways that cause
suffering and hardship for poor people.

“If you start with less,”
Stroup said, “it’s harder
to dig out.”

Capitalism, the economic system in the U.S., has
its good points, Stroup said. It rewards innovation, balances supply and
demand, and creates wealth and jobs and goods and services. At the
same time, it has drawbacks, particularly where the welfare of people are
concerned, because its main focus is paying workers as little as possible
while charging customers as much as possible. Jobs move overseas
because labor is cheaper.
While those at the top continue to prosper, the poor find it harder and
harder to climb out of the quagmire that keeps them economically

depressed.“If you start with less,” Stroup said,“it’s
harder to dig out.”
Another negative aspect of capitalism is its
tendency to breed greed.“We work harder and
longer to get more and more,” Stroup said.

These negatives inherent in capitalism are contradictory to Christian
beliefs, which say greed is a sin and our mandate is to care for and share
with one another and to be good stewards of the earth’s resources.
God bestows good gifts upon his people, she said, and along with them
comes the responsibility to use them in ways that are of benefit to all
God’s people.

Susan Stroup
leads the study on
“What About Our
Money?”

2nd Quarter 2019
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Opportunities for United Methodist Women
to be involved, to serve
Mission u,
Annual Conference breakfast

to work at the UMCOR warehouse at Impact UMC in East Point on June
18. All kits sent by this method must be at the Griffin District office by
Thursday, June 13.

Two North Georgia Conference events are coming up in June and July.
One is the breakfast at the North Georgia Annual Conference and the
other is Mission u.

Please abide by these deadlines, whether you take them to North Georgia
Annual Conference or to the Griffin District office.

The breakfast will take place Wednesday, June 12, from 7-8 am in Athens.
Tonya Murphy, former North Georgia Conference UMW president
and member of the national board of directors, will speak about her
experience at General Conference. The cost of the breakfast is $20.
The second event is the North Georgia Conference Mission u which this
year will take place close to home for us in the Griffin District. It will be
held at Fayetteville First UMC July 26-27.
One of the studies this year will focus on our 150th anniversary of
United Methodist Women. It is called “Women United for Change: 150
Years in Mission.”
Other studies will be the spiritual growth study, “Practicing Resurrection:
The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship.” Also, the social issues
study, “What About our Money?”, will be offered again this year.
The children’s and youth studies will also focus on Mark’s gospel. The
children’s study is entitled “Marked: A Mission Journey with Jesus in the
Gospel of Mark,” and the youth study is “Who Do You Say That I Am?
Meeting Jesus through the Eyes of Mark.”

Support Murphy Harpst
at the grocery stores
An easy way to support Murphy Harpst is by signing up with Publix
or Kroger so that each time you buy groceries a percentage will go to
Murphy Harpst to assist in their ministry with abused and neglected
children.
Go to www.publix.com or krogercommunityrewards.com. In both cases
you will need to set up an account and choose Murphy-Harpst as the
recipient. For each transaction, a percentage of the total amount will be
given to Murphy-Harpst.
In Publix, each time you check out you will need to enter the phone
number which you listed with your account. At Kroger, you will need to
swipe your Kroger Plus card.
The amount from an individual grocery transaction may be small, but
all these donations from a lot of people over a period of time will result
in significant support for Murphy Harpst.

For registration information on both events, go to ngumw.org.

School Kits for UMCOR
Our United Methodist Committee on Relief project for North Georgia
United Methodist Women this year is school kits. We hope all our units
in the Griffin District will participate in this project by making kits that
will be distributed to children in areas in need across the United States.

School Kit
Value: $11.00 per kit
School Kit Materials
 One pair blunt scissors
o Round tips only
o No plastic scissors
 One box of 24 crayons
o Only 24-count boxes are accepted
 Three one-subject notebooks
o No marble composition books
o No 3 or 5-subject notebooks
 One pack of loose-leaf paper
o 100-200 page packets are acceptable
o Wide or college rule accepted
 One hand-held pencil sharpener
o 1-inch or longer
o Remove from packaging
 One ruler
o 12 inches or 30 centimeters long
o Sturdy or flexible material accepted
 Six unsharpened pencils
 One eraser
o Two inches or larger
 One two-gallon re-sealable plastic bag

A list of what goes into the kits is included on the UMCOR website
(UMCOR.org). These items are very specific and no variations or
substitutions are allowed.
United Methodist Women in the Griffin District have two opportunities
to turn in their completed kits. One is by taking them to the North
Georgia Annual Conference in Athens. They will be collected at the
Classic Center the afternoon of Monday, June 10, or the morning of
Tuesday, June 11.

Assembly Instructions
1. Stack all paper items on top of each other.
2. Place all loose items on top of paper.
a. Small loose items may be placed in a smaller re-sealable bag.
3. Place kit inside of re-sealable bag and seal.

Or, you can take your kits to the Griffin District office, 430 W. Popular St.,
Griffin , GA 30224. A member of the district leadership team will pick
them up there so that we can take them with us when we go as a group
2019 North Georgia Conference Griffin District UMW
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Three ways to be involved in
social action programs
By Colleen Fryza, Social Action Coordinator, Griffin District
Hello to all! Spring has sprung and summer is soon to be around the
corner.

To learn more about this program that is in your community, invite a
speaker to your next meeting. Contact: mieverett@tacourts.com, 770-3585629. Office is Towaliga CASA, 101 Commerce St, Suite 3, Barnesville, GA
30204.

In this article I would like to share three action activities for you and your
group.

Finally, I would like to suggest another way to help
children, which is with prison ministry. There are
many ways for us to be involved in this needed and
beneficial program.

First, I would like remind you of a program that
helps prevent sexual abuse in children and provides
education to the community.
The five steps in the protecting our children program are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

First, start small and see where it leads your group. Working with the jail
or prison, donate care packages for the children of inmates at Christmas or
Easter. The chaplain would be a great resource to find out the needs of the
children.

learn the facts
minimize opportunity
talk about it
recognize the signs
react responsibly

Send care packages to mothers in jail, with paper and pen for writing their
children. Include Christian reading material or Bible studies and handwritten notes to encourage these ladies on their walk.

By taking the Stewards of Children class you will learn these five steps
to make better choices, reduce risk, and protect our children and
community.

We can also become mentors to mothers in jail by being “pen pals” and
providing love and faith on an ongoing basis.

Set up a training by contacting Lorraine Maddox at 678-544-3410 or
email: ipsahome@gmail.com. Lorraine is a member of Jackson UMC. She
is available for talks, meetings and training.
Second, I would like to share with you information on
helping every foster child in Georgia.
The CASA program provides volunteers to speak up for abused and
neglected children. It is a way to advocate in your community and make a
difference in the lives of local children. CASA stands for Court Appointed
Special Advocate. You can help by volunteering, donating, and by getting
involved in their ongoing activities.

Another commitment that could include the whole congregation is visiting
as a group and providing Bible studies and music programs with the
chaplain’s guidance and assistance.
The goal here is to let the children and parents know that they are not
forgotten. We can provide emotional and spiritual help to them by our
hearts and by our hands.
Please contact your local prison and jail to see how YOU can make a
difference, and expand the concept of mission in your life.
God bless, and much love.

Griffin District UMW Calendar for 2019
EVENT

DATE

PLACE

TIME

Executive team

June 22

Bethel UMC, 245 Fairview Rd., Stockbridge, GA 30281

9 a.m.

Local unit presidents’ reports

Due to Alice
Smith by July 15

1324 Nickel Oak Bend, McDonough, GA 30252;
waltalicesmith@aol.com

770-914-2265

District Mission Project

Aug. 17

Wesley Chapel UMC, 397 Racetrack Rd., McDonough, GA 30253

8 am

Executive team

Sept. 7

New Hope UMC, 1014 New Hope Drive, Hampton, GA 30228

9 a.m.

Annual Meeting/Leadership
Development Day
Executive Team Christmas Party

Nov. 9

Christ UMC, 417 North Frontage Rd., Forsyth, GA 31029

8 a.m - noon

Dec. 14

Home of Alice Smith,1324 Nickel Oak Bend, McDonough, GA 30252;
waltalicesmith@aol.com

9 a.m.
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Griffin First United Methodist Women
participate in varied activities, projects
By Barb Lovell
It is so nice to see the wonders of God as spring
has finally arrived. The beautiful flowers,
sunshine (and unfortunately, pollen) make
everything bright and new again.
On March 17, in honor of United Methodist
Women’s 150th anniversary, Griffin FUMC
dedicated all three services to United Methodist
Women. UMW members led the services and
paid tribute to the dedication of the eight women
who started our organization in 1869 that has
grown to over 800,000 members. Scrapbooks
and other memorabilia from past UMW members were available to see as
well as some light refreshments. Our hope was to bring more ladies into the
wonderful group of the UMW.
Some of our UMW team spent a few
days in Decatur, AL at the UMCOR
facility packing health kits and
filling cleaning buckets for disaster
relief.
On Sunday, April 14, Griffin FUMC
held an “egg-stravaganza” Spring
Festival and Egg Hunt for the
community. Some 10,000 Easter
eggs were hidden, along with free
food, inflatables for children’s play,
and other activities for all ages,
including a visit from the Easter
Bunny.

The Love Circle at Griffin FUMC donates items each month for the
Emergency Response Team trailer, including things like duct tape,
flashlights, and WD-40. They have also made monetary donations to the
team. They continue to support the Turning the Tide Laundry Mission,
send dresses to the Dresses for Africa project and support a local family
throughout the year. In May, the Love Circle will have a combined meeting
with the Genesis Circle.

On May 5, the annual Taster’s
Luncheon with lots of delicious
homemade goodies was held
with all proceeds going to
benefit our Youth Fall Retreat
and other Youth programs.

The Genesis Circle has been busy making Easter baskets for shut-in ladies
and also provided about 300 filled eggs for the Spring Festival. The group
also practiced their artistic skills on Easter Bunny door-hangers!

We’re also getting ready to kickoff our annual “Christmas in
July” event. Trees will be placed
in the traditional Sanctuary and
in the Contemporary Branch
services the weeks of May
19 and 26. The trees will be decorated with color-coded bags for items
(personal care Items, school supplies, toys, clothing, and envelopes for
donations) to be included in the Christmas shoeboxes to be distributed
by United Methodist missionaries. Boxes will be filled and returned to the
warehouse at Decatur, AL, by the end of June, ready to be shipped off for
Christmas.

2019 North Georgia Conference Griffin District UMW
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The Sun City Circle continues to provide snacks for families who spend
time at Brightmoor Hospice. They also contributed filled Easter eggs for
the Spring Festival and put together ten UMCOR school kits. The project
for May will be cutting plastic bags to be made into sleeping mats. This
new circle continues to grow as a group and they are finding ways to
express how they can reach out to others.
Most of our Circle groups are off in June and July so our activities will pick
up again in full force in August. We here are Griffin FUMC hope everyone
has a safe and happy summer!

2nd Quarter 2019

Andrews Chapel UMC United Methodist Women
Celebrates “Sisterhood of Grace”
The Andrews Chapel UMC United Methodist Women, Jonesboro, GA
attends the Griffin District UMW 150th Anniversary Celebration.

The Andrews Chapel UMC United Methodist Women unit conducted a retreat at Lake
Junaluska, NC. On April 12-14, 2019, Dr. Connie Ward facilitated the retreat and guided the
attendees on a spirit-filled journey on the “Sisterhood of Grace.” The retreat used Ecclesiastes
4:9-10 as its guiding scripture,“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for
their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls
and has no one to help them up.”

2nd Quarter 2019
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Wesley Chapel United Methodist Women active on all fronts
Wesley Chapel United Methodist Women continue to
make strides in the life and day-to-day activities at
Wesley Chapel, utilizing new ideas and suggestions to
increase membership and member involvement!

On Sunday, May 19, during our 9:45 a.m. service, we will celebrate
our Annual Women’s Day. Mark your calendars and join us, if
you can! We will also honor and pay homage to our “Woman
of the Year: Women Making a Difference” nominees for 2019.

Wesley Chapel’s UMW unit was well represented
The recipient for our 2018 “Woman of the Year: Women
at the combined mission study held at Griffin
Making a Difference” award was Mrs. Margaret Rounds.
First UMC and the Griffin District’s 150th UMW
Margaret was chosen based on her contributions to
Birthday Celebration held at McDonough First
our local church, the community and school mentoring
UMC. Two of Wesley’s members currently
participation by fostering the interests and needs of
serving as district officers participated in the
women, children and families. Margaret serves as a
150th birthday celebration program. Kudos to
school mentor for at risk kids, delivers meals to the elderly
Jennifer Johnson and Wilma Dennis! Plans are
and sick/shut-ins members in the community, serves as
underway for several of our members to attend the
chairperson to our Care & Visitation Team, a member of
Spiritual Growth Retreat at Rock Eagle, the UMW’s
the Voices of Praise and Combined Choirs and even finds
Breakfast at Annual Conference and the Mission u
time to minister through dance with the dance team! Margaret
event to be held at Fayetteville First UMC with several
is definitely a proven leader in the church, our community and
of our youth, young adults and children in
has made a positive impact to the community
Margaret Rounds
attendance.
through her service and volunteer opportunities.
(2018 “Woman of the Year: Women
Mrs. Margaret Rounds deserved this recognition
Making a Difference” Award Recipient)
An important event for the Wesley UMW
by receiving a unanimous decision by the entire
took place May 5 when we observed our Kentucky Derby UMW’s 150th
committee. Others receiving recognition were Ms. Jennifer Johnson, Mrs.
Birthday Celebration and membership drive at both the 8:00 and 10:30
Barbara Calhoun and Minister Vickey Wansley. The decision was so close
a.m. services.
that all nominees received awards and flowers.

Mt. Zion Smarr United Methodist Women
is a family in many ways
The United Methodist Women at Mt. Zion UMC in Smarr
pause for a photo during their March meeting. Visitors that
night included members of Christ UMC in Forsyth and
Griffin District president Alice Smith.

Four generations of one family were present at the meeting. Left is Susan Fugate, daughter of Joann Woodward,
center. At right is Susan’s daughter and Joann’s granddaughter, Allison McMenamy, president of the UMW
unit at Smarr, and Allison’s daughter, Josie. “Allison has
gone to UMW since she was a child, and Josie has gone
since she was born. It’s beautiful, isn’t it?” writes Lou Ann
Harris, former president of the Griffin District and now a
member at Mt. Zion, Smarr.

2019 North Georgia Conference Griffin District UMW
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Morrow First UMW presents Holy Week drama
Imagine this: during the first days following the crucifixion of Jesus Christ,
the disciples gathered to speak about their time with their Savior. To set the
mood, the lights were low, somber music filled the room, candles flickered
on the table, and one by one the disciples entered. This is the setting for The
Chosen Twelve, a drama presented during Holy Week at Morrow First UMC.
The disciples told their stories against the backdrop reminiscent of the Last
Supper. Each one shared a
personal reflection of love,
kindness, compassion,
patience, the kingdom of
God, dedication, faith, the
least of these, confession
of failure, truth, and
forgiveness, all lessons
learned at the foot of Jesus
Christ.
UMW member Tracy Larson
portrayed Mary Magdalene
and told her story as the
introduction to the drama.
She spoke of the privilege
she and other women had

as part of Jesus’ ministry and of the heartache they experienced at the
crucifixion.
Thanks to all those who participated in this drama: Rev. Luis Ortiz, Bill
Patrick, Mike Griffin, Chuck Matthews, Barry Crawford, Noah Seelhammer,
Andrew Cox, Keith Larson, Eric Knowles, Joe Wiley, Doug Jewett, Chris
Hoenes, and Tracy Larson.

Tracy Larson portrays Mary
Magdalene during the Holy Week
drama at Morrow First.

McDonough First celebrates
United Methodist Women’s Sunday
United Methodist Women of McDonough First UMC celebrated the 150th
anniversary of United Methodist Women during their annual UMW
Sunday April 28.
McDonough Mayor Billy Copeland presented a proclamation from the city
to the church in honor of the anniversary, and women led in all aspects of
the service. Ann Jones, president of the UMW at McDonough
First, coordinated the day’s activities.

and his companions to stay in her home while they were in Philippi.”
Because of her openness to the gospel, Lydia became the first Christian
convert in Europe after Paul was directed to leave Asia Minor and go to
Macedonia.

The speaker for both services was Janis Price, a long-time
member of the McDonough First UMW who also serves as
city clerk for McDonough. She encouraged all those present
to do “extraordinary” things in the name of Christ, following
the example of many “ordinary” people in the Bible.
One of the biblical characters she lifted up was Lydia, a seller
of the much-coveted purple cloth who became a convert
to Christianity following her encounter with Paul and his
companions.”I believe that Lydia could have been a UMW
member,” Price said.
“Lydia heard the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the Bible says
that God opened her heart to pay attention to what Paul was
saying,” Price said.“After being baptized, Lydia invited Paul
2nd
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goodness, gentleness and self-control.
Price also lifted up other examples of biblical women who
did extraordinary things in the name of God, along with
male biblical characters, such as Matthew, a despised tax
collector who became a disciple of Christ, and a youth who
shared his lunch of five loaves and two fish so that Jesus
could feed 5,000 people.
She also talked about McDonough First members who
are living out the call of God on their lives and urged
all present to let the fruit of the spirit shine forth in our
everyday lives.
McDonough Mayor Billy Copeland presents a proclamation from the city celebrating the 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women. Shown with him are, from
left, Ann Jones, president of the McDonough First UMW; the Rev. Carol Cook, the
church’s pastor; and Janis Price, speaker at the services.

“As Lydia accepted Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit
came into her life and dwelled within her,” Price said. Lydia’s life exemplied
the fruit of the Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness,

“When we are believers,” she said,“we are filled with the
fruit of the Spirit and our lives will show the fruit of the
spirit like we saw in Lydia who converted her household
and who was so hospitable to Paul and Silas.

“May we go about our ordinary days as a recipient of God’s love, his
grace and his forgiveness,” she said.“May we expect to do something
extraordinary for him.”

Red Oak, Stockbridge, hosts weekend celebrating
United Methodist Women
Red Oak United Methodist Women in Stockbridge celebrated the 150th anniversary of United
Methodist Women with a full weekend of activities, culminating with women leading the Sunday
service on March 10.
The guest speaker for the service was the Rev. Dr. Delta Outley, pastor of Abundant Life Full Gospel
Outreach Church in Columbus, GA. As part of the day’s activities, Mayor Anthony S. Ford of
Stockbridge presented a proclamation to the church in honor of the UMW’s 150th anniversary.
The Sunday program/bulletin included a history of United
Methodist Women, which began with eight members in
1869 in Boston and now has over 800,000 members in
United Methodist churches across the U.S.
“Because of the faithfulness and courage of the millions
of women who prayed, planned, organized, marched,
petitioned, labored and supported the work
of the early missionary societies, the lives of
countless individuals, especially women and
children, have been irrevocably changed,” the
historical tribute stated.“Women, children and
youth in our generation and the ones that will
follow us are living the legacy of the women’s
missionary movement of the 19th century.”

Stockbridge Mayor Anthony S. Ford, right, presented a proclamation to the church in
honor of the 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women. Receiving the proclamation are, from left: the Rev. Dr. Delta Outley, pastor of Abundant Life Full Gospel
Church in Columbus, guest speaker; Dr. Susan R. Dyer, president of Red Oak United
Methodist Women; and the Rev. Belnda G. McCastle, Red Oak pastor.

It is clear that the women at Red Oak have
embraced the mantle of United Methodist
Women and are living it out in extraordinary
ways through service, prayer and action.
Women gather for a photo following the service on United
Methodist Women’s Sunday at Red Oak UMC in Stockbridge.
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Griffin District United Methodist Women Officers 2019
President

Alice Smith

1324 Nickel Oak Bend

McDonough, GA

30252

770.914.2265

waltalicesmith@aol.com

Vice President

Cynthia King

1002 Battlecreek Village Jonesboro, GA
Dr.

30236

404.797.5302 (C)
678.541.1763
cynthiaking880@gmail.com

Secretary

Ann Jones

1380 Lake Forest Lane

McDonough, GA

30253

770.957.5458

jones1641@charter.net

Treasurer

Wilma Dennis

450 Kimberly Court

McDonough, GA

30252

404.354.0271

wjd26@msn.com

Spiritual Growth

Jennifer Johnson

139 Whitaker Rd.

McDonough, GA

30252

770.356.4669

jennyjohn529@bellsouth.net

MembershipNuture-Outreach

Claudette Neal

160 Forest Lake Dr.

Fayetteville, GA

30215

770.719.3976 (H) claudette915@aol.com
678.516.6895 (C)

Social Action

Colleen Fryza

786 Regal Rd.

Jackson, GA

30233

770.815.5484

colleenmlove@gmail.com

Education and
Interpretation

Polly Flannigan

242 Hoppin Branch Rd. Griffin, GA

30224

770.227.0145

p.flannigan@aol.com

Communications

Kellie Frissell

106 Audubon Parkway

Stockbridge, GA

30281

678.386.4472

kellie@kfdp.com

Program Resources

Barbara Rankin

743 McLaurin St.

Griffin, GA

30224

770.227.7416

bprankin@bellsouth.net

Chair Comm. on
Nominations

Maxine Richardson 7020 Old Bethsaida Way Riverdale, GA

30296

770.997.0804

msmaxinerich@hotmail.com

CON Member

Laura Farr

126 Bryan St.

McDonough, GA

30253

770.957.1501

laura.farr@eagleslanding.org

CON Member

Arlene Mangham

10287 Briarbay Dr.

Jonesboro, GA

30235

678.462.8870

watts102@bellsouth.net

CON Member

Kay Bonner

69 Lakeside Dr.

Forsyth, GA

31029

478.994.6113

dohnkay@aol.com

CON Member

Michelle Cole

11560 Summer Trace

Hampton, GA

30228

678.772.1926

comch17@aol.com

District Supt.

Rev. Richard Winn

PO Box 13

Griffin, GA

30224

770.227.1074

grfnds@bellsouth.net

North Georgia Conference UMW Dates
June 12 - UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference, Athens, GA
July - Mission u

Oct. 5 - North Georgia Conference Annual Meeting, Dunwoody First
UMC

Aug. 17 - Griffin District Human Trafficking Awareness, Wesley Chapel,
McDonough

Nov. 2 - Leadership Development, Sandy Springs UMC

The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women
The Purpose is adopted by the General Conference of The United Methodist Church as the official mission statement of
United Methodist Women.
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the church.
Out of the Purpose are four mission focuses that relate to the mission initiatives and priorities of United Methodist Women.
To be a community of women • To know God • To develop a creative and supportive fellowship • To expand concepts of mission
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