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  Atlanta Marietta District United Methodist Women Newsletter 

SUMMER 2019 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:  ) If either of them falls down, one can help the 

other up.  But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. 

 Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NIV) 

 

Reach Out 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

                                                                             

Tamara Askew, President 

Greetings Sisterhood of Grace, 

Summer is soon to be coming to an end, and the days will become shorter and cooler! What a 

joyous occasion this would be!  

I would like to remind you of our theme scripture, "Two are better than one, because they have a 

good return for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone 

who falls and has no one to help them up." Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NIV). 

 As United Methodist Women what have you done to help others? What a better time than “Today” 

to fulfill this call. Our world is crying for help from one another.  I challenge each of you to “Be the 

Bridge” as Sisterhood of Grace and display our purpose as United Methodist Women by Faith, Hope 

and Love in Action. By this you will have a good return in your labor. 

As the year comes to an end, please take note of some important events that I encourage you and 

your units to attend.  On October 20th at 2:30 p.m. the Atlanta-Marietta district will host our 

Annual Meeting at St. Andrew UMC.  Please come as we continue to celebrate 150 years in mission 

and our annual accomplishments for the year.  Below are other events, please mark your calendar: 

AMAR District Events 

November 16, 2019   District Leaders Brunch   Mt.Zion UMC  9:00 a.m. 

NGC United Methodist Women  

October 5, 2019  Conference UMW Annual Meeting Dunwoody UMC  

I pray you are able to attend these upcoming events as we fellowship as a district. As always, if your 

unit or church has any events you would like for us to attend please let us know! We would love to 

fellowship with you! 

Peace and love Sisterhood of Grace, 

Tamara Askew 
AMAR District President 
678-862-3277 
tla.umw@gmail.com  

 

mailto:tla.umw@gmail.com
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United Methodist Women is proud to announce that through the generous and sacrificial gifts 
received from United Methodist Women members and supporters across the country, as of June 30, 

2019, The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign total is now $27,988,234 — or 47% of the 
campaign goal. 

The entire program of United Methodist Women is mission. The combined power of the sacrificial gifts 
received from our members is so much more than any one person can do alone. Thank you to all who 
donated, who worked the phones, who spread the word, who celebrated and organized events, and 
who put faith, hope and love into action to continue the legacy of United Methodist Women. 

United Methodist Women builds upon the foundation set forth by our founders almost 150 years ago, 
and the Legacy Fund ensures that we will continue our legacy for another 150 years. 

Thank you for your support of The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign! Together, we are building our 
legacy. 

 

 

          Ada Bretti, Treasurer 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home
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Jana Climer, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

Scripture: Matthew 14:22-34 

This scripture was after Jesus fed the 5000. 

Right then, Jesus made the disciples get into 

the boat and go ahead to the other side of the 

lake while he dismissed the crowds. When he 

sent them away, he went up to a mountain by 

himself to pray. Evening came, and he was 

alone. Meanwhile the boat, fighting a strong 

headwind, was being battered by the waves 

and was already far away from land. Very early 

in the morning he came to his disciples, 

walking on the lake. When the disciples saw 

him walking on the lake, they were terrified 

and said, it’s a ghost! They were so frightened 

they screamed. Just then Jesus spoke to them, 

“Be encouraged! It’s me. Don’t be afraid. Peter 

replied, “Lord if it is you, order me to come to 

you on the water.” And Jesus said, “Come.” 

Then Peter got out of the boat and began 

walking on the water toward Jesus. But when 

Peter saw the strong winds, he became 

frightened. As he began to sink, he shouted. 

“Lord, rescue me!” Jesus immediately reached 

out and grabbed him, saying, “You man of 

weak faith! Why did you begin to have 

doubts?” When they got into the boat, the wind 

settled down. Then those in the boat 

worshipped Jesus and said, “you must be 

God’s Son!” When they had crossed the lake, 

they landed at Gennesaret. 

I had always thought of Peter as being a failure 

because of his lack of faith. In a Wednesday 

night Bible study, we studied Simon Peter and 

learned the passage had more thoughts to 

ponder about this scripture.  

1. Jesus went off by himself to pray. 

Praying is very important. Jesus gives us 

an example because he goes off by 

himself to a quiet place and communes 

with God the Father for his strength and 

insight during his ministry on earth. I’m 

sure we all agree. We need a daily quiet 

time with God. When I take time, in the 

morning, to have my quiet time with 
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God my whole day goes better. I am 

more organized and peaceful.  Our 

quiet time should include a time of 

scripture reading/studying and prayer 

conversation with God.  

2. There were several disciples in the boat, 

but Peter was the only one who got out 

of the boat to walk on water with Jesus.  

The others chose the safety of the boat 

over walking   on the water with Jesus. 

Many of us could be staying in a boat 

that offers comfort and safety, but we 

won’t grow into fully developed 

Christians until we get out of the safety 

of our boat. When we keep our eyes on 

Jesus, we can walk on the water with 

our Lord and Savior. 

3. There will always be storms in our lives, 

but the first thing Jesus said to the 

disciples was “BE ENCOURAGED! ITS ME. 

DON’T BE AFRAID. No matter what our 

storms, when we keep our eyes on 

Jesus, he will always tell us “BE 

ENCOURAGED. I’M HERE. DON’T BE 

AFRAID.” These are such reassuring 

words that fill us with peace. The boat 

may be sinking but Jesus is with us. Our 

job is to keep our thoughts off the 

dangers of the waves and keep our 

thoughts and prayers on him. Our quiet 

time helps us get through our storms 

and know the almighty I AM is with us 

during the storms of life.  

4. The disciples who stayed in the boat 

worshiped Jesus and said, “you must be 

God’s son!”   They said that because 

they saw Jesus calm the storm. These 

disciples had just seen Jesus feed the 

5000 with a few pieces of fish and 

bread. Their belief that Jesus was God’s 

son happened after Jesus had calmed 

the storm. Peter was the man of faith in 

this passage because he got out of the 

boat. The other believers did not know 

Jesus was God’s son yet. In one of our 

Wednesday night classes, the 

discussions led to the topic of 

unbelievers that were coming to church 

on a regular basis. I had just assumed 

that all regular church members were 

believers, just as many of us assumed 

that all the disciples believed that Jesus 

was the Son of God.  I was very quickly 

corrected. We could be the believers 

that lead church attenders to Christ. 

Wow!  That is a thought we all should 

keep in mind.  

 

Thank you, Father, for the “walking on water” 

experiences in our lives. Thank you, for the 

storms that we experience throughout our 

lives. Thank you, for being with us and 

encouraging us during the storms of our lives. 

You are “Lord of Lords” and “King of Kings.” 

 

Jana Climer 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
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ELEANOR:  A SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY 

              By Harold Ivan Smith 

 

Book Review by  Edna Felmlee 

 

Harold Smith has researched and written a descriptive biography of Eleanor Roosevelt and her 

spiritual beliefs.  He has woven together a clear biblical understanding of Eleanor’s religious beliefs,   

her activism and the American culture.  She spent her life committed to helping the hungry, the 

homeless, the jobless, the disposed and the victims of war, disease and injustice.  She lived her life 

in service, as Christ did. 

Most of us know Eleanor Roosevelt as the First Lady of President Franklin Roosevelt.  Few may 

know of her strong religious beliefs nor do we know of the painful childhood adult life she 

experienced.  Eleanor’s childhood was very painful – her grandmother belittled and emotionally 

abused her.  Her parents were unable to give her a stable, loving environment.  Her marriage was 

strained and her mother-in-law, Sara, never approved of Eleanor and added to the stress of her 

fragile marriage. 

Eleanor was an active first lady.  In fact, she is the role model of what a first lady should do.  She 

wrote a daily newspaper column, monthly magazine articles and had a daily radio broadcast.  She 

taught at Brandeis and Cornell, established a girls’ school and held numerous press conferences for 

female reporters only.  She also wrote several books.  She took positive positions to bring Jesus 

Christ to people.  She worked to end poverty, established work programs and supported civil rights 

people.  She went out of her way to support programs for the homeless, programs for children and 

rescuing Jewish people fleeing Europe.  She believed strongly that Jesus was not a conservative; 

thus, she lived her life according to the teachings of Christ and she ignored political policy or 

practice. 
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Eleanor traveled extensively to areas where most politicians refused to go:  Appalachia, African 

American homes and schools.  She supported the Tuskegee Airmen.  She would not go to Warm 

Springs where her husband’s polio clinic was located because of segregation policies.  She took a 

position against lynching and was horrified by Senator Joe McCarthy.  Her work at the United 

Nations established the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which is still implemented today.  

Her quote “I think we shall have fulfilled our mission well, if when our time comes to give up active 

work in the world we can say we never saw a wrong without trying to right it, we never intentionally 

left unhappiness where a little effort would have turned into happiness and we were more critical of 

ourselves than we were of others.” 

When Eleanor became ill with no chance of a cure, she continued her daily devotions and prayers.  

She always carried the following prayer in her purse and read it daily:  “Dear Lord, lest I continue in 

my complacent ways, help me to remember that someone died for me today.  And if there be war, 

help me to remember to ask am I worth dying for.” 

There are many quotes by Eleanor Roosevelt: 

 The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams. 

 With each new day comes new strength and new thoughts. 

 Think seldom of your enemies, often of friends and every day of Christ. 

You will enjoy reading Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography as written by Harold Smith.  He gives insight 

into a most remarkable lady who did not let negative criticism or unpleasant situations slow her 

down. 

 

 

 

 

Edna Felmlee, Education & Interpretation Coordinator 
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A Call to Discipleship: Living as Disciples of a Non-Violent Lord in a 

Time of Violence 

A letter from the Council of Bishops to the people of The United Methodist 

Church 

by Bishop Ken Carter 

 

August 6, 2019  

To the People of The United Methodist Church:   

As president of the Council of Bishops, but more fundamentally as one who 

professes faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, I write with a call to discipleship.   

What is God’s dream for us? How can we become the answer to the words we say in 

worship, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done”? (Matthew 6). In Wesley’s words, we 

are being called “to reform the nation, particularly the church, and to spread 

scriptural holiness over the land.”   

The United States has witnessed a steady occurrence of mass shootings across our 

nation, this past weekend in El Paso, Texas and Dayton, Ohio.  I commend the 

statements of Bishop Gregory Palmer and Bishop Earl Bledsoe to the people of their 

residential areas (West Ohio, New Mexico/Northwest Texas).  The carnage following 

these acts of violence reminds us of Sandy Hook and Orlando, Sutherland Springs 

and Charlotte, Las Vegas and Parkland,  Charleston and Pittsburgh, and on it goes.     

Underneath the violence is a culture of white supremacy and a fear of immigrants 

(xenophobia).  These are expressions of our sinful nature, and deny the image of God 

(Genesis 1) that is in every person.  Christ died for all (2 Corinthians 5), and in this he 

loved us and gave himself up for us (Ephesians 5).     I also join my voice with Bishop 

LaTrelle Easterling of the Baltimore-Washington Conference. The president’s 

disparaging comments about an honorable congressman and a major northeastern 

city (Baltimore) are rooted in a cynical desire to divide us along racial lines. The use 

of the presidential role granted for the purpose of serving an entire people for 

white privilege does great harm to us.  According to counterterrorism experts, the 

president’s racial rhetoric is fueling an incipient and violent white nationalist 

movement in our nation.     

The majority of our membership in the U.S. is Anglo. If you are a white person reading 

this and you find it troubling—in my own self-examination and confession, I do, as I am 

under the same judgment—I urge you not to write me, but to contact a friend who is 

African-American or Latino/a and ask them, “What did you hear in these statements?” 

and “What do you perceive in these mass shootings?”   

I write less to reinforce our very real political partisanship and more to say that we 

can have a better civil dialogue, and perhaps United Methodists who are Democrats 

and Republicans in the United States can contribute to this. We are in desperate need 

of leadership that does not pit us against each other.   And we are in need of a 
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dialogue that is deeply rooted in our discipleship in the way of our non-violent Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Jesus is calling us to love our neighbor (Mark 12).  To love our neighbor is to work 

for a church that does not exclude anyone, that welcomes immigrants, that reckons 

with the systemic realities of racism and that honors the faith of people across the 

political aisle from wherever we are sitting.     

To love our neighbor is the cost of discipleship (Dietrich Bonhoeffer). To love our 

neighbor may be our most powerful form of evangelism at the present moment.  To 

love our neighbor is to move beyond our fragility toward repentance and reform.  

And of course, all of this leads to the question asked of Jesus by the lawyer in Luke 

10, and his surprising and unsettling response. For Jesus, questions of eternal life 

had nothing to do with separation from or superiority toward the other.  As disciples 

of Jesus in the Wesleyan tradition, holiness is not separation; holiness is love of God 

and neighbor (Plain Account of Christian Perfection, The Almost Christian).  And we 

cannot love God, whom we have never seen, if we do not love our brother or sister 

whom we have seen (1 John 4).     

It turns out that the neighbor we are called to love is the one we have profiled and 

labeled as our enemy. And it turns out that by teaching us to love our enemy 

(Matthew 5), Jesus is forming us in a holiness without which we will not see the Lord 

(Hebrews 12).     

The Council of Bishops is a global body and The United Methodist Church is a global 

church. I call upon our brothers and sisters in Europe, the Philippines and Africa to 

intercede for us in this struggle (1 Thessalonians 5), that we would be faithful, non- 

violent and courageous in our discipleship.   

And so, I call us to be the people we profess to be: disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world (Book of Discipline, Paragraph 120). We pray for 

healing among those who are grieving, amendment of life among those who have done 

violence, and judgment upon our human hearts when our spoken words have 

contributed to violence (Matthew 12).  We commit ourselves to the transformation of 

systems and laws that reflect the life that Jesus promises (John 10).     

The good news is the very peace of Christ that breaks down the dividing walls of 

hostility (Ephesians 2), and the promise that disciples of Jesus who are peacemakers 

will receive the blessing of God (Matthew 5).  And in this way, we will bless all the 

families of the earth (Genesis 12).    

  

The Peace of the Lord,  

 Ken Carter  

Bishop Ken Carter 

President, Council of Bishops 

The United Methodist Church 
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May 2, 2019, was a very special day!  Together our Marietta First UMW celebrated our annual “Women’s 

Mission Banquet.”  Indeed, our President, Susan Tutor, did an outstanding job organizing this very special 

celebration. We were also very proud on this same evening to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of our UMW.  

After enjoying great food, we remembered our Unit and Circle accomplishments in 2018/2019. 

During our Banquet we also remembered the lives of our Sisters, Margaret Rey, Debbie Tulkoff, Petree Friel 

and Donna Kemp.  We remembered their lives with memorials, candle burning, and prayers.  The family 

members of our Sisters were also invited to attend our Dinner.  Additionally, several members were 

recognized for their special services and each were presented with a UMW Mission Pin.  Three people were 

recognized for completing a Reading Program.  We were honored to have Pat Evans with us, who received the 

Doris Paul Purpose Award for her extraordinary service.  We had 6 members in attendance who had over 50 

years UMW membership and 2 who had less than one year of membership. 

At the end of the evening we took a group picture. 

Derith Pearl and Melissa Craig, who serve on our Membership Committee, are planning a Membership 

Information Night on August 28th.   The invitation is printed below. 

We are blessed to be together in our beloved Church serving Christ. 

 

Susan Tutor addresses guests at the Women’s Mission Banquet 
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Marietta First: 

 

Group photo of Marietta First UMW members at Women’s Mission Banquet:
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Union Chapel UMW members and guests celebrate following a successful 

Women’s Day service on June 9, 2019. 

 

On August 24, 2019 at 10am, the Union Chapel UMW will host a Prayer Breakfast in the Fellowship 

Hall of the church (264 Fowler Circle NE , Marietta 30060).   

$15 donation is requested. 

Speaker is Cynthia Hillary Jackson of Greater Piney Grove Missionary Baptist Church 

All are invited! 
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AMAR District Members fellowship prior to Sue Raymond’s presentation at Faith, Fun & 

Everyone on April 28, 2019 at Bethany United Methodist Church. 
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AMAR District President, Tamara Askew and Faith, Fun & Everyone Presenter, Sue Raymond. 

Sue presented the women represented in the Parables:  The Ten Virgins, the woman’s search for the Lost Coin and the unjust 

judge and the Persistent Widow. 
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AMAR  DISTRICT OFFICERS…OUT AND ABOUT! 

 

 ! 

 


