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Tamara Askew, President 

 

Greetings in the name of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

“Let Your Light Shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 

Heaven.” Matthew 5:16 (NIV) 

What a great year to be serving in United Methodist Women.  2020 is being called the year of clarity or 

clear vision. Truly as United Methodist Women we stand on a purpose to help achieve a clear vision. This 

year our theme falls right in line with the year of Clarity or 2020, it is “Let Your Light Shine”.  As United 

Methodist Women will you be the light for women, children and youth as you fulfill your responsibilities for 

our purpose! With God’s help Let Your Light Shine! 

I am look forward to seeing the Light Shine Bright in the Atlanta Marietta District. 

Please save the date for upcoming events: 

February 22, 2020 9am Mission Study   ST. Andrew UMC (Registration is open) 

March 22, 2020 2pm   Lenten Day Apart               MT. Zion UMC  

March 30, 2020        Deadline for Census report   unitedmethodistwomen.org 

April 11, 2020 1pm-4pm UBUNTU    Open Hands (Contact Stacy Hull VP AMAR UMW) 
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North GA United Methodist Women Conference upcoming events: 

February 29, 2020  Limitless Event  Cascade UMC 

March 7, 2020   Faith, Fun, Everyone Winder 1st UMC (Athens-Elberton) 

April 17-19 2020  SEJ   Renaissance Riverview Mobile, Al 

Please visit the North GA Conference website for more information at ngumw.org 

This year our Social Action focus is Climate Justice. I encourage all to act on Climate Justice Issues and 

share with the district your efforts. Also visit the UMCOR website to help with creating Cleaning Kits.  

Please remember to review our calendar of events and if your unit or church has any events you would like 

for us to attend, please let us know!  We would love to fellowship with you! 

May God continue to bless Atlanta Marietta District United Methodist Women! 

May you be the light for the world! 

Peace and Love my Sisters, 

 

Tamara Askew  

President 
Atlanta Marietta District United Methodist Women  
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Ada Bretti 
Treasurer 
 
Happy New Year! Hope your year is filled with new and exciting beginnings! 
 
I am proud to say that we ended 2019 with all of our Units making, and exceeding their pledges to 
mission!  Thank you all to all of the Atlanta Marietta District Treasurers for your extra efforts in making 
last year such a great success!   
 
Every time I attend a function of United Methodist Women I am in awe of the strength and dedication 
you all have!  As an organization that is changing the world, you all have definitely changed mine! 
 
 “The five channels of undesignated, unrestricted annual Mission Giving make United Methodist 
Women's mission possible across the United States and around the world.  Voluntary annual giving 
helps United Methodist Women members fulfill the PURPOSE of the organization.”   
 
About 60 - 70 percent of Mission Giving funds collected from Unit members should be applied to your 
Unit’s Remittance and sent to the AMAR District Treasurer (Me), to be forwarded on to our National 
Office for distribution.  Around 20 - 30 percent stays with your local Unit for organizations, programs, 
and projects supporting women, children and youth in your community.  Only 9 – 10 percent is used 
to cover administrative costs. 
 
Our four National Mission Institutions chosen this year for a special Sacrificial Gift are Clark Atlanta 
University, Paine College, Murphy-Harpst, and New Bethlehem Community Center.  These 
institutions are chosen by our National Committee because of the outstanding work they do to help 
women and children, which is our purpose and our pledge. 
 
The areas of Mission Giving are: 
 
Pledge to Mission    An Individual member’s Pledge to Mission is the amount a woman gives to her 
local unit to help fulfill the Purpose of United Methodist Women. The conference United Methodist 
Women pledges a specific amount to United Methodist Women’s national office for mission with 
women, children and youth and retains a designated percent to be used for district and conference 
administration and membership development expenses. 
World Thank Offering   Spontaneous additional gifts can be given out of gratitude for God’s 
abundance and in celebration of the joys of life.  The World Thank Offering is an opportunity for 
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individuals to respond to God’s abundance and grace with spontaneous gifts of gratitude. The funds 
collected are used in the total program of mission carried on through United Methodist Women’s 
national office in the United States and around the world. 
 
Special Mission Recognition Pins and Certificates    These pins offer a meaningful way to honor 
members who have dedicated so much time and effort to service.  Gift amounts range from $40.00 to 
$2,000.00.  Pins are purchased through a treasurer. 
 

Gift to Mission   Make a gift in honor of someone and send a card to the honoree. The following 
cards are available: Congratulations, Thank You, A Baby, In the Service of Christ, A Special Day, 
Thinking of You, Happy Birthday and assorted Christmas cards. 
 
Gift in Memory Give a gift in memory of a member, a friend or anyone, in any amount of $5 or more.  
Gift in Memory cards, available free, may be sent to the family of the deceased. 
 
Make your Mission money count! 
 
Don’t forget to “Let Your Light Shine, Ignited for Justice!” as we continue to help others, enjoy new 
friendships, and continue to grow in God’s grace! 
 
Blessings and Hugs, 
 
Ada Bretti 
Treasurer 
678-770-6432 
ada.umw@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AMAR DISTRICT UMW NEWSLETTER         REACH OUT WINTER 2020   

 [Type text] 

 

 

 

As we enter Black History Month and celebrate expressions of love on Valentine’s Day, I’m reminded of my 

visit last spring to Camp Aldersgate in Little Rock, Arkansas, one of United Methodist Women’s National  

Mission Institutions.  Its rich history reflects our Christian expressions of love and inclusiveness. 

 

In the summer of 1947, Camp Aldersgate was formally dedicated. The original purpose of Camp was to serve 

as a place for interracial fellowship, meetings and Christian training.  Seeing a need for social change and racial 

harmony a group of women from the Little Rock Methodist Council requested a grant from the Women’s 

 Division of the General Board of Global Ministries to purchase a local turkey farm; with more than 100 acres. 

 

As one of the first integrated facilities in the United States, Camp Aldersgate’s role in race relations led to  

challenges for the board, staff and participants during the 1950’s.  Gunshots were fired into camp, board 

members and staff received threatening phone calls, and the dam at the lake was dynamited.  Despite the  

challenges, camp leadership continued to provide positive community programming. 

 

During the 1970’s a Little Rock physician organized the first summer medical camp for children who had 

medical conditions that prevented them from attending other camps.  Weekend camps were soon started for  

children with special needs, allowing them a chance to experience the excitement of camp during the school  

year. 

 

http://umwgift.org/org_files/1086/pdf/UMWPlannedGiving4Colorbrochure.pdf
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Today, Camp Aldersgate continues its dedication to providing year-round social service programs for over 

1700 individuals of all ages and backgrounds.  During the summer months, the camp hosts week-long, 

medical-specific camps for children and youth the following medical conditions:  muscular dystrophy, spina 

bifida, diabetes, cardiac conditions, arthritis, kidney conditions, asthma, cancer and bleeding disorders. 

 

Every aspect of Camp Aldersgate is accessible to each participant who steps foot on Camp grounds.   

Often referred to as a “home away from home”, it is an ideal setting for programs that aim to strengthen 

personal and social development, promote healthy lifestyles, enrich communities, and foster awareness. 

 

Through our mission dollars, Camp Aldersgate’s history is part of our shared history as United Methodist 

Women.  Please know that as a member of the 1869 Society, your generous planned gifts to the Legacy 

Fund Endowment Campaign will endow future core expenses so that even more mission dollars can fund  

vital work, like that of Camp Aldersgate. 

 

Receptions will be held this year at each of the Jurisdiction Quaddrennial events to honor our 1869 Society 

Members.  If you will be attending your Jurisdiction’s event, you are invited to an 1869 Society Reception 

so that we can thank you in person for your continued support and generosity.  Please watch for details. 

 

If you have any questions or if we can help further, please feel free to contact the Development Office at 

212-870-3705 or email me at ccampos@unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

 

Thank you again for leaving a legacy and supporting our collective work of putting faith, hope and love into  

action.   

 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Christi Campos 

Executive for Development and Donor Relations 

United Methodist Women National Office 

 

mailto:ccampos@unitedmethodistwomen.org
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Education for Mission - A Book Review by Edna Felmlee 

 

Nobody Cries When We Die: God, Community and Surviving to Adulthood  
                                                                            by Patrick Reyes 
 

 Patrick Reyes writes of his personal experiences with working for justice and 
compassion, especially from the Hispanic point of view.  He currently serves as 
the Director of Strategic Partnership for Doctoral Initiatives at the Forum for 
Theological Exploration.  This forum is a leadership incubator that inspires 
young people to make a difference in the world through Christian Communities. It 
is committed to cultivating diverse young adults to be faithful, wise, and 
courageous leaders for the church and academy. 

The best description of this book is stated by the editor, Dori Baker. I quote 
what she wrote: ”In this book, Reyes defines “vocational discernment” through the 
lens of his own embodied childhood and adolescence as a Latino growing up in one 
of America’s underserved communities, where generational poverty and ensuing 
violence continue in this moment to threaten life. He survives, and writes to 
tell the “who, what, why when and how” of his journey into adulthood as a 
scholar, activist, and practical theologian deeply committed to creating tangible 
hope in his community-of-origin.”                  

Beautifully, the church plays a role in this survival. It is a church depicted 
through a grandmother whose long, slow hugs heal and who descended from holy 
people migrating up and down the west coast of this continent, before fixed 
borders. It is a church depicted through rosaries, catechisms, and robed 
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clergy, not as spooky images in a horror movie, but as the very incarnation of 
attention paid to the least of these. It is a church depicted through migrant 
workers organizing late into the night for  

better working conditions. It is a church alive and churning with the energies of 
saints and ancestors coaxing hope out of the dark night of our souls and our 
deepest states of dreaming. 

This book is at turns breathtaking for its poetic descriptions and at other turns 
hard to keep reading because it brings you face to face with violence taking 
place on the playgrounds and basketball courts of our cities. Though Reyes tells 
his story in thick particularity, it opens windows for all of us to be still, 
imagining vividly  the horrors other young people are experiencing now as they 
struggle to survive in households of violence and addiction, gun-infused 
neighborhoods  and communities rife with bureaucratic initiatives that inflict 
more violence on the already beaten down. 

 This book speaks to young people who may be growing up in spaces similar to the 
ones Patrick Reyes knew. To them it says, “You are called to live. Even when 
there seems to be no hope, God is calling you to survive.” 

Patrick Reyes is a doctor of the church who will inspire a movement as we, 
collectively rise to the challenge of fixing, not God, but the worn out, 
limiting, and actively harmful images of God we have inherited. He inspires those 
of us who would support the young leaders called to his movement, teaching us how 
to show up. And he calls out directly to the next generation of leaders 
themselves who, like him, are called by God to survive even the most hopeless of 
situations, and breathing new life into our communities. 

 

Edna Felmlee serves as Education and Interpretation Coordinator for the Atlanta Marietta District 

UMW, as well as President of  St. Andrew UMC United Methodist Women. 
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ATLANTA MARIETTA DISTRICT 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

NEW OFFICERS 

                  

Stacy Hull, Vice President                                                               Yvonne Lerma, Spiritual Growth Coordinator                                    

                             

 Kimberly Hall, Social Action Coordinator                                                 Dianne McDonald, Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    Coordinator 

NOT PICTURED:  Ariel Murphy, Nominations Chair Person 
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At the December 3rd  Smyrna First UMW Annual Christmas Luncheon, President Evelynn 

Herring was presented with a Special Recognition “Diamond” Pin. She was so surprised and 

very appreciative of this honor, but the Smyrna First UMW was the one that was honored to 

have had her serve for 14 years as the leader and President of their unit.  

Evelynn has served tirelessly on making the Smyrna First UMW a viable part of the church, the 

Atlanta Marietta district and the North Georgia conference.    Evelynn attended all Conference 

Annual Meetings from 2001-2017 and was honored with the “The Doris Paul Award” in 2017.  

She attended all District Annual meetings from 2001-2019. When there was a UMW meeting 

or special event you could be sure Evelynn was going to be there: Leadership Training, Mission 

U Study, Lenten Day Apart, 20-30-40 Something and North Georgia UMC Annual Conference. 

 Evelynn passed the gavel over to Adrienne Myers this year as she stepped down from the 

presidency, but she certainly will continue to serve.  At Smyrna First she is Delivery and 

Coordinator of Drivers for The Meals on Wheels program, where she has served since 1994. 

She will continue to Chair the Mary Martha Circle as she has done for the last 24 years. In 

addition, Evelynn still serves on the District Board as Historian, making this her 16th year of 

service.  

Under Evelynn’s leadership Smyrna First received many awards at the District and Conference 

levels, including Goals for Excellence for Mission Study, 5-Star Plus, Candle Burning and Gold 

Certificate for Mission Today every year.  And in 2019 Smyrna First was the only unit in the 

Atlanta Marietta District to receive The Gold Certificate for Mission Today Unit award.  

Evelynn’s comment was: “I think that was a pretty nice award and honor to go out on!”  Yes, 

Evelynn you are stepping down as President, but we will continue to seek advice and guidance 

for the UMW program at Smyrna First which you have lead and left in good standing.  We 

were blessed to have had you at Smyrna First for all these years. Thank you for your service to 

this great organization that has helped many women, children and youth in our community, 

our country and in the world.   
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 Evelynn Herring and Adrienne Myers                       Adrienne Myers accepts the gavel from Evelynn 
                                                                               Herring, as Evelynn steps down after serving as 
                                                                               Smyrna First UMW President for 14 years. 

Evelynn expressed her gratitude by saying: 

“I retired after 14 years as President of Smyrna First United Methodist Women on Dec 3, 2019.  They gave me a 

great Retirement party with a lunch, a plaque and the $1,000 UMW pin. They invited friends from the District 

and Conference as my guests.  The stage and room were decorated like a winter wonderland. I was never so 

surprised and honored in my life.  Adrienne Myers will be the new UMW President.” 
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For their Christmas Mission Project, Union Chapel United Methodist Women filled purses 

with toiletries and other necessities for women who are housed at the 7 Bridges of Recovery 

Shelter in Atlanta.  Union Chapel provided 23 purses, the contents of which the shelter used 

to divide among the 39 female residents. 

7 Bridges of Recovery provides a safe place for women and their children to live, as well as 

food, necessities and spiritual guidance and recovery.  They also have a men’s ministry and 

a street ministry. 
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On January 16 Bethany United Methodist Women hosted a tea to celebrate their new 

2020 officers.  Tamara Askew, AMAR District President, attended and performed 

the Installation of Officers. 
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AUSTELL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

 

 

 
 

   Following their February Circle Meeting, the ladies of Austell UMW 

  are joined by their new Pastor, Rev. Joel Rodriguez. 
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AMAR DISTRICT OFFICERS 

Our first Executive Meeting of the year was held on January 26 at Hollydale United Methodist 
Church.  We met our new officers, renewed old acquaintances and spent most of our time  

reviewing and revising the District’s By-Laws. 

 

 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT (HISTORIAN) CLASS 

 

Standing:  Leader Eloise Sykes & Sue Cook.  Seated: Lydia Miller, Evelynn Herring & Sara Stillabower. 
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                                        2020 Atlanta Marietta District Mission Study 
Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission 

Led by Cindy Davis Campbell 
You are invited to explore and celebrate the history of United Methodist Women and its predecessor organizations. 

Distinguished scholar of United Methodist Studies and author of Women United for Change Ellen Blue said that 

'women have done some of the most important ministry the church has ever accomplished." This study brings forwards 

the stories of women over the 150 years of women's mission work in the Methodist tradition. Church women worked to 

overcome many obstacles in order to improve the lives of women and children around the world and here at home. We 

stand on their shoulders today as we continue their legacy.  

Cindy Davis Campbell, Deaconess, lives in Powder Springs, Georgia with her husband and attends Bethany United 

Methodist Church in Smyrna. Her Deaconess ministry is with Cobb Senior Services, coordinating volunteers for Meals on 

Wheels, and offering Powerful Tools for Caregivers classes.  

WHEN: Saturday, February 22, 2020 at 9:00 AM (registration begins at 8:30 AM) 

WHERE: St. Andrew UMC, 3455 Canton Road, Marietta, GA  30066 

COST: $10.00 per person (includes study and lunch) 

Registration Deadline: Saturday, February 15, 2020 

Study books NEED TO BE ORDERED, and suggested. Study books may be ordered at www.umwmissionresources.org.  

This study qualifies for one of the 5 Star items for your UMW Unit. 

Please return the following completed registration form along with your check for $10.00  

(made payable to AMAR District) to Edna Felmlee, 4504 Patrick Drive, Kennesaw, GA  30144 

For more information contact: Edna Felmlee, felmleee@gmail.com or 678-494-4213 Home or 770-681-3786 Cell. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!  ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Name______________________________ Church __________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City __________________________GA Zip Code _______________________________ 

Phone_____________________________ Email _____________________________________ 

If childcare is needed, please complete and include with your registration: 

Please list names and ages of children and any special needs below.  Please bring a sack lunch for your child. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
mailto:felmleee@gmail.com
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HAPPY 

VALENTINE’S 

DAY 

 


