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President’s Notes 
 

Ladies – This is a strange time for all of us.  Hoping everyone is staying 

safe and healthy!!!  I read the following on Facebook and found it really 

spoke to me about what is going on today with Covid-19. 

The very first Easter was not in a crowded worship space with singing and 
praising. On the very first Easter the disciples were locked in their house. It 
was dangerous for them to come out. They were afraid. They wanted to 
believe the good news they heard from the women, that Jesus had risen. 
But it seemed too good to be true. They were living a time of such despair 
and such fear. If they left their homes, their lives and the lives of their loved 
ones might be at risk. Could a miracle really have happened? Could life 
really have won out over death? Could this time of terror and fear really be 
coming to an end? 
 
Alone in their homes they dared to believe that hope was possible, that the 
long night was over and morning had broken, that God's love was the most 
powerful of all, even though it didn't seem quite real yet. Eventually, they 
were able to leave their homes, when the fear and danger had subsided, 
they went around celebrating and spreading the good news that Jesus was 
risen and love was the most powerful force on the earth. 
 
This year, we might get to experience a taste of what that first Easter was 
like, still in our homes daring to believe that hope is on the horizon. Then, 
after a while, when it is safe for all people, when it is the most loving 
choice, we will come out, gathering together, singing and shouting the 
good news that God brings life even out of death, that love always has the 
final say! 
This year, we might get the closest taste we have had yet to what that first 
Easter was like. 
 
Wishing everyone a safe and happy Easter and beyond!!! 
 
Diane 
 



2 Gainesville Light Spring  2020 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

  

             

 

  

Southeastern Jurisdiction Meeting 

As I am sure most of you are aware, our meeting originally scheduled for April 17-20, 2020  has 
been postponed until sometime after July.  We are working with the Renaissance Hotel for a 
date that will work for us. The election of directors will be held electronically at a time to be 
announced. 
 
  We will elect our new SEJ Team at the SEJ meeting.  No refunds will be offered It is our hope 
that everyone currently registered will be able to attend when we have our event.  
In the meanwhile, stay healthy.  I will be in touch to keep each of you up to date as we move 
forward.      Betty Helms  NG UMW President 
  

 

 

 

Second, the book of discipline of the 

United Methodist Church also gives 

instructions and authority for United 

Methodist Women to secure funds for 

mission and our mission with women 

children and youth is clearly defined. 

 

Treasurers who need to switch their EIN 

number should bring this to the attention 

of their Local Unit Executive team and 

get approval to do so.  Documents 

needed are available from your District 

Treasurer.   You may also need the 

minutes from the Executive meeting 

where it was discussed. For questions, 

please reach out to your district 

treasurer: 

 

Marilyn Savage 

Marilyn.savage@bellsouth.net 

770-402-8662 

 
 

 

United Methodist Women Bank Accounts 

 

Banks require an Employer Identification 

Number (EIN number) in order to open an 

account for a Non-profit.  The EIN number 

that you should be using is the one       

provided by the N Ga Conference UMW 

treasurer.  If you do not know what EIN 

number your bank account is referencing     

you can all your bank and ask for the     

number and entity.  If it is your local      

church and not the North Ga Conference 

United Methodist Women, please let me    

know and I will send you the information   

you need to switch your EIN number to 

United Methodist Women. 

 

Why should it matter?  First, the UMW 

Handbook asks us not to mingle our    

personal or church funds.  Although your 

account may be separate from the church 

account, the EIN number identifies it as 

church funds. 
 

 

mailto:Marilyn.savage@bellsouth.net
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Fifteen of the twenty nine circles in the Gainesville District United Methodist Women have been 
visited by your outgoing Membership, Nurture, and Outreach Mission Coordinator, January - 
November 2019.  The story of the visits will continue in future issues of Gainesville Light.  
 

5.07.19 - Dahlonega UMC, Friendship Circle, Marge Lees, President, was  well attend and 
run in an orderly fashion. The "Purpose" is read/recited followed by a devotion and 
Response Minute. Members give reports on the status of their many projects.  Sewing 
Hearts, which I love, hand make heart shaped pillows with a "pocket" for a bible verse. Call 
them "comfort" pillows, prayer pillows, I have sent several to friends and relatives.  They 
will only take donations. Baby Certificates and books presented to new born in the 
congregation was being planned at the meeting. Different members are responsible for the 
programs concentrating on local ministries. 
 
5.08.18 - St. Paul Washington St, Friendship Day Circle- The  ladies appeared organized and 
active.  They are responsible for the St. Paul UMC UMW handbook, Sisterhood of Grace, for 
both day and night circles.  They participate in local ministries, including making of the 
UMCOR Kits.  The night circle, Circle of Joy and Peace, have a general meeting then share a 
meal together. 
 
6.10.19 - Homer UMC, Judie Wendt, President, well attended, including the Pastor, David 
Collins, and his wife, Melony.  The circle participated in packing 120 snack bags for school 
children in Kentucky and sorted clothing for the "Get Real Ministries", they  sponsored Jon 
Chambers, "Out of Darkness Walk", American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.  The ladies 
sponsor "in kind" and monetary ministries to Sacred Roots, victims of human trafficking.  
They will send men's toiletries for 160 backpacks for homeless men in New Orleans, 
Christmas Cards to women in Rehab in Kentucky, and presented their "World Thank 
Offering" at the meeting I attended. 
 
Betty Freeman Fisher (Winkowski) 
Outgoing Gainesville District, Membership, Nurture, and Outreach  
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Gainesville District Secretary Update 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Gainesville District Secretary Introduction 
 

My name is Kathy Cook.  I am your newly elected, very excited Gainesville District United 

Methodist Women Secretary.  As a recent transfer from the Atlanta Decatur Oxford District, I 

look very forward to learning all about our District and to getting to know the local unit churches 

and, more importantly, YOU – the awesome ladies! 

I am a member of First United Methodist Church of Union County. 

My address is 525 Owen Glen Overlook, Blairsville, GA  30512. 

My email is heykay75@hotmail.com, and my phone number is 770 403 9337. 

Please send me the name and contact information for your local unit secretary, so that I 

can set up my email distribution list.  Please also share my contact information with her, 

so she can begin contacting me with anything that she might need. 

I look forward to working together, praying together, serving together, and glorifying and 

honoring God together! 

With love in Christ, 

Kathy Cook 

 

Christmas Around the World  

For their December Unit Meeting, the Cumming First United 

Methodist Women celebrated Women in Mission Around the 

World.  Each circle was asked to choose a country in which 

United Methodist Women are represented.  They shared the 

work of United Methodist Women, told about how that 

country celebrates Christmas, and brought a dessert or 

sample of food native to that country for all to share.  Four 

circles participated.  Mary/Martha told about the Philippine’s, 

Naomi Ruth shared Brazil, Nightingale’s shared GA in 

Russia, and the Myrtie Poole Circle shared about South 

Korea.  Some members came in authentic dress.  We all 

enjoyed tasting new flavors, learning about United Methodist 

Women, and celebrating the Birth of Christ. 

Diane West 

 

mailto:heykay75@hotmail.com
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Nominations Committee 
Answering God’s Call        

 

Has God been nudging you to become more involved in doing His work?  
Well, the Gainesville District Executive team has an opportunity for you!  
There is still an opportunity by becoming Membership, Nurture, and 
Outreach. Show off your talent!  
The ladies on the Executive team are a great bunch of ladies to work with in 
planning how to keep our United Methodist Women informed and inspired. Please 
consider taking this position.  Contact me at (706) 344-7397 or 
circularneedles@gmail.com 

Thanks for your consideration, 

Marge Lees Nominations Chairman 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

 

Inspired by a church in Cherry Log, GA, our unit held a 

two day hands on sewing project to make dresses for 

young girls in Africa.  We toted our sewing machines, 

irons, scissors, etc. to the Fellowship Hall with a goal to 

make 21 dresses.  We are well on the way finishing up 

several at home.  Each girl will receive a dress and two 

pairs of underpants.  These children have probably 

never had a new dress so we hope to bring some love 

into their lives.  Our dresses will be delivered by Fare 

International, a nonprofit that drills wells in Ghana,  

Africa to provide clean drinking water.  We so enjoyed 

the fellowship that we plan another sewing with donated 

fabric. UMW members were joined by young women 

from our youth group in this project.  
 

Sally Crowe 

President 

Mossy Creek UMC 

Cleveland, GA 
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Spiritual Growth Retreat 
Hinton Retreat Center 

Hayesville, NC 

 

   Why History Is Important 

Many people feel that 

history is unimportant. After 

all, history deals with the 

past, while we 

live in the present and 

prepare for the future.  

Some say that one of the 

chief values of history is 

entertainment.  It is 

fascinating to learn about 

people of the past.  We 

need to keep recording 

things that happen in our 

UMW units, so future ladies 

will see things we are doing 

and why we did them.  It 

helps us to understand who 

we are, from where we 

came, and why we often act 

as we do. 

 

   If your unit does not have 

a historian, be sure that 

someone is taking pictures 

and saving all unit minutes 

so future units have a real 

time history. 

 

   Please send me and 

Suzanne pictures with 

notes of things that your 

units are doing. 

           Sue Cook 

            District Historian 

 

 

September 11-12 

2020 
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April 13, 2020 

Greeting North Georgia United Methodist Women Members 

I pray you and your family are safe and healthy. The pandemic has brought many changes to our lives. I 

have sheltered-in place for almost a month, a new normal for me. I know I am not alone, and we are all 

doing things differently. 

I hope you are all aware a change which will occur in the North Georgia Conference. The Conference will 

be restructured with the new configuration of eight (8) district instead of twelve (12). The new structure will 

be voted on during the 2020 session of Annual Conference. As of this time, the Bishop and the Cabinet will 

be meeting soon to determine the date for Annual Conference. 

Please know, the United Methodist Women’s Conference Executive team has begun the planning process for 

this change. The Conference Executive team and the twelve (12) District Executive teams will be working 

together to put in place new teams for the eight (8) districts. The new structure for United Methodist Women 

will be effective January 1, 2021. 

I am encouraging each of the current twelve districts to have a celebration to recognize the achievements and 

successes of the district before the end of this year.   Each of the new districts will plan an event for early 

2021 to bring together members of the new districts and to install the new district officers.  

This is a change and a new endeavor for the North Georgia Conference United Methodist Women, so we 

will be working together (Conference and Districts) to get the job done.  We are experiencing a new thing 

and will adjust as needed. Additional information about the plans and process will be provided as we move 

forward. 

I ask your prayers for the North Georgia Conference, the United Methodist Women, the churches and all of 

us as we navigate this process. Here is a link to a video on the Conference website you can view  on the new 

district structure https://www.ngumc.org/district-restructure. 

Let’s continue to remain safe and healthy during these times of uncertainty as we have hope in Jesus Christ. 

Blessings Peace and Joy, 

 

Tryphenia Speed, President 

North Georgia Conference  

United Methodist Women  

See link and map at end of Gainesville Light-editor 

https://www.ngumc.org/district-restructure
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      2020 Gainesville District United Methodist Women Officers 
 

President                                                   Social Action        
                                        

 

Diane Faw                                                  Izzy Matias  

38 Pinewood  Drive                                   646 Blade Way Parkway                 

Dawsonville, GA 30534                            Mt. Airy, GA 30563 

706-265- 3780/678-858-4345                   706-499-5266 

davidfaw@windstream.net                        imatis22@gmail.com 

  

Vice President                                           Education & Interpretation  

Nanette Presnell         Robin Hubbard                 

57 Mann Rd         371 Chestnut Avenue, Apt C   

Cleveland GA 30528                                 Demorest, GA 30535 

706-348-6771           770-539-2251          

ladypresnell@gmail.com                           rbnhubbard4@gmail.com                     
  

Secretary                                                  Membership, Nurture & Outreach  

Kathy Cook                                           

525 Owen Glen Overlook  

Blairsville, GA 30512  

770-403-9337        

heykay75@hotmail.com 
        

Treasurer                                                   Program Resources  

Marilyn Savage                                          Judie Wendt   

4720 Madison Hollow Lane                      2484 Apple Pie Ridge Rd    

Cumming, GA 30040                                Alto, GA 30510  

770-402-8662         706-776-2081/706-381-0782  

marilyn.savage@bellsouth.net                   judiecw@hotmail.com   
 

Spiritual Growth                                     Communications 

Elaine Kent                                               Suzanne Crossan 

3164 Lynncliff Drive                                361 Running Deer Road 

Gainesville, GA 30506                             Murrayville, GA 30564                                          

770-561-6624                706-864-9358/706-300-1839                                    

  gaheirhead@outlook.com         gnsvlcommunication@gmail.com                                                              
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Historian                                                  Nominations Chair 

Sue Cook                                                    Marge Lees 

2906 Antioch Church Rd.                           305 Town Creek Church Rd    

Gainesville, GA 30506                               Dahlonega, GA 30533 

678-294-0515                                             706-867-9966/706-344-7397    

  cook2906@charter.net                             circularneedles@gmail.com 

                                                                  

 Nominations        Nominations                                                                  

Becky McDougal                 Barb Cely 

505 Blooming Court       275 Pine Wood Lane 

Cumming, GA 30028       Cornelia, GA 30531 

404-317-1350        706-499-1299                            

beckymcdougal@gmail.com         celys1@windstream.net 

 

Nominations        Nominations 

 

District Superintendent  

Rev. Dr. Alice Rogers 

343 Northside Drive 

Gainesville, GA 30501-3294 

770-536-2586 

Alice.rogers@ngumc.net  
         

                              
 

 

Gainesville District  

 

mailto:Alice.rogers@ngumc.net
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GAINESVILLE LIGHT 

GAINESVILLE DISTRICT 

N GA CONFERENCE 
United Methodist Women 

E-Mail: 

gnsvlcommunication@
gmail.com 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://ngumw.org/districts
/gnsv/ 

Editor Suzanne Crossan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               

                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

                                                                                                                                                              

 

UMW  facebook 

-ctrl click below- 

 

Date Event Location 

June 19 UMW Breakfast Classic Center  

Athens, GA 

July Mission U TBD 

Oct 3 Annual Meeting Embry Hills UMC 

Nov 7 Leadership Development Carrollton First UMC 

 

 

 

Special Interest Story Headline 

 

Date Event Location 

May 16 Executive Committee New Hope UMC 

July 18 Executive Committee Trinity UMC 

Sept 

11/12 

Spiritual Growth Retreat / 

Executive Committee 

Hinton      

Hayesville, NC 

Nov 14 Annual Meeting and 

Leadership Development 

TBD 

 

Gainesville District 2020 Calendar 

 

North Georgia Conference 2020 

Calendar 

 

Gainesville Light 

 

 

http://ngumw.org/districts/gnsv/
http://ngumw.org/districts/gnsv/
https://www.ngumc.org/district-restructure
https://www.facebook.com/UMWomen

