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President’s Notes 
 Greeting North Georgia United Methodist Women Members 

I pray you and your family are safe and healthy. The pandemic has brought many 

changes to our lives. I know I am not alone; we are all doing things differently. 

Please be aware a change which will occur in the North Georgia Conference. The 

Conference will be restructured with the new configuration of eight (8) district 

instead of twelve (12). The new structure was voted in during the 2020 session of 

Annual Conference 

Please know, the United Methodist Women’s Conference Executive team has begun 

the planning process for this change. The Conference Executive team and the twelve 

(12) District Executive teams will be working together to put in place new teams for 

the eight (8) districts. The new structure for United Methodist Women will be 

effective January 1, 2021. 

I am encouraging each of the current twelve districts to have a celebration to 

recognize the achievements and successes of the district before the end of this year.   

Each of the new districts will plan an event for early 2021 to bring together members 

of the new districts and to install the new district officers.  

This is a change and a new endeavor for the North Georgia Conference United 

Methodist Women, so we will be working together (Conference and Districts) to get 

the job done.  We are experiencing a new thing and will adjust as needed. Additional 

information about the plans and process will be provided as we move forward. 

I ask your prayers for the North Georgia Conference, the United Methodist Women, 

the churches and all of us as we navigate this process. Here is a link to a video on the 

new district structure at the Conference website. 

 https://www.ngumc.org/district-restructure. 

Let’s continue to remain safe and healthy during these times of uncertainty as we 

have hope in Jesus Christ. 

Blessings Peace and Joy, 

Tryphenia Speed, President 

North Georgia Conference United Methodist Women 

 

https://www.ngumc.org/district-restructure
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Vice President Notes 

have changed in our lives. There is the sense of loss due to the loss of connecting with 

one another as we have so many times in the past. God willing, this will change soon 

and we will be able to meet face to face (without masks!) and hug one another, and see 

the smiles on faces that I, personally, have missed so much this year. 

Our Lenten Day Apart was completely planned. I looked forward to meeting at Sharp 

Memorial in Young Harris.  The ladies there had worked steadfastly to provide us with a 

wonderful day of music and worship.  COVID-19 had other plans for us all. 

A favorite of our activities, the Spiritual Growth Retreat at Hinton Center in Hayesville, 

NC, had to be cancelled as well.  Too much “togetherness” during this pandemic 

ironically is exactly what I enjoy most about the weekend retreat.  Prayerfully, we will be 

able to resume next September with more women from our new churches that now make 

up the Northeast District.  It is a wonderful time of study, singing, prayer, and crafts.  

Most of all, the ability to enjoy being with one another in a beautiful setting of God’s 

creation is a huge renewal.  I always leave feeling as though I’ve made new friends and 

re-connected to old ones.  What a blessing! 

That brings me to our Annual Meeting on November 14th.  It will be a “virtual” meeting 

this year in order to continue practicing social distancing.  Not only will it be virtual, but 

due to the changes that have been made in our Districts, we will not have installation of 

officers or approval of the budget until our newly formed Northeast District meets 

January 23, 2021.  HOWEVER, we do plan to have a speaker on November 14.  Evelyn 

Wells has graciously accepted our invitation to present to us virtually.  I am sure many of 

you are familiar with Evelyn and her service in the Gainesville District and quite possibly 

her writings as well.  I look forward to Evelyn sharing some of those writings with us on 

the 14th.  Please send in your reservations in order for the Zoom link and program 

information to be sent out to you. 

The last four years as Vice President of the Gainesville District have been a great 

experience for me.  I have met so many new people in the process, people I might never 

have had the opportunity to meet.  It has been a blessing to me in so many ways.  I 

appreciate the support of all the members of the Executive Team and hold dearly the 

friendships made during this time.  The “times they are a’changin” and I look forward to 

all the new friendships as more churches blend into the new Northeast District.  There 

will be challenges for all, but “with God, all things are possible.” 

Love and Blessings to each of you.    

Nanette Presnell 

 

  

 

 

If you are like me, you have really missed the 

United Methodist Women’s 2020 events this 

year.  Due to the pandemic, many things  

Annual Meeting and Celebration  

Registration Form page 7 
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Gainesville District Secretary Update 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Make a 

Difference for 

the future 

Make a 

Sacrificial Gift 

today 

Consider further 

support for our 

four National 

Mission 

Institutions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Gainesville District Officers are certainly embracing one of my favorite quotes 
during these strange times: “Blessed be the flexible, for she shall not be bent out 
of shape.”  We can Zoom well, keep each other safe, and do the work of the 
District remotely.  However, we miss each other and you!  Please know we are 
here for you and are keeping y’all covered in prayer and love. 

Local unit secretaries, please let me know how you                                              
are doing.  My email is heykay75@hotmail.com                                                   
and my phone number is 770 403 9337.  

With Love in Christ,  

Kathy Cook 
 

 

Pray the God 

directs your plans. 

Proverbs 16:3 

Decide on an amount 

you can give. 

Matthew 6:33 

Commit to an additional 

sacrificial giving. 

Colossians 3:23 

 

Make your gift or set up 

a recurring donation.  

Philippians 4:19 

See your unit treasurer. 

 

mailto:heykay75@hotmail.com
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Fifteen of the twenty nine circles in the Gainesville District United Methodist Women have been 
visited by your outgoing Membership, Nurture, and Outreach Mission Coordinator, January - 
November 2019.  Following are the last reports from Betty. Please consider volunteering as 
mission coordinator for Membership, Nurture and Outreach.. 
 

10.14.19 - Gainesville First UMW, Spiritual Growth Circle, President Jo Anne Spruill, attending six ladies, 
read the devotion, prayer list, trying to become more involved with the church by participating in the Youth 
Activities.  The church has three active circles, total of 37 members, which all continue to participate in 
Mother's Day Carnations at chosen assisted living facilities. 
 
11.5.19 - Mt. Pleasant UMC, Cleveland, Nanette Presnell, President, four dedicated members, who do 
many and various positions/jobs for UMW and the church.  They follow the rule of order for UMW, prayer, 
Purpose, theme "Let Your Light Shine" and we actually sang the song!  Each member gave their perspective 
reports, talked about visiting the new Atlanta History Center, Cyclorama, Back Pack for Buddies, White 
County, Circle of Hope, Cornelia, Shelter for Women and Children White and Habersham Counties, 
Christmas tree for "socks" for the ladies and children.  They also donate to Scared Roots, woman recovery 
facility for human trafficking.  I took the liberty to invite them to the Dahlonega UMW meeting February 
3rd, at 10AM, where Sam Haupt, Founder, will be present to update all on the progress of the "Farm". 
As I express to the ladies, "your circle may be small but it is strong in you women.  Pastors sometimes come 
and go but the women are the backbone of the church that keeps it pulled together." 
 
11.11.19 - Antioch UMC, Gainesville, Elaine Kent, President, six members present, followed the UMW rule 
of order, discussed issues in the church that were requesting their participation and financial 
assistance.  This group is dedicated to Christ and preserving the Church.  I was impressed by the Sunday 
Celebrating United Methodist Women. The entire service was conducted by UMW Members, opening, 
singing, ushers, Lay Witness, prayers.  What a "Light" for the Lord to shine through these women to the 
congregation.  A Blessed Sunday.  Maybe we should follow their lead in our own churches?  Just a thought. 
 
It was a great pleasure to visit all of the circles, I was treated with open friendliness, welcoming the visit 
from a "District" Officer.  I was very pleasantly surprised and gratified to see the circle meetings in an 
orderly rule, reciting the Purpose at each meeting, and group participation.  Praying for God's Guidance in 
what they do. And growing, taking care of their active and "in-active" members.  I feel like a "proud" parent 
- Keep up the Good Work United Methodist Women! 
 
In Christ, 

Betty 
Betty Freeman Fisher (Winkowski) 
Gainesville District, Membership, Nurture, and Outreach  
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Greetings Ladies, 
As I begin to write this article I do not know where to begin. It has been one unusual 
year to say the least. We have had a year of ups and downs, disappointments, being 
afraid and questioning will things ever be normal again. We have had event after 
event cancelled, In Person Church Services, Lenten Day Apart, no in person Mission U, 
No Spiritual Growth Retreat. I do not know about you, but I have even questioned 
where God is in my life right now? So, let me ask you a question. 
 
Where are you right now in your life with God? Are you somewhere between the 
prayer and the answer? As I shared above, we have been and are certainly in some 
highly unusual times. For me I have been searching for answers in my life over some 
time even before the pandemic hit. Asking God where am I being led to worship, to 
serve and to lead. Over this time, I have even asked why me Lord and what have I 
done wrong? I even heard from a stranger that she had been led to tell me that God 
had not forgotten me and then that same night I heard the words in a song written by 
Janice Crow that says: “God is building bridges – tearing down walls, lifting up His 
children, he is turning tears to laughter, speaking peace to the storm, don’t be 
discouraged He is on His way”. What better message could I receive than between 
the prayer and the answer – 
 
That is right where I was between the prayer and the answer. Is that you too? God’s 
out doing these things and I continue to pray but am I being patient and seeing those 
things He is doing around me? The answer will come, just be patient. He is the same 
God today he was yesterday, today and will be tomorrow. God suffers, God laments, 
and he weeps just as we do. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are with us in all storms. 
He loves us no matter what. 
 
I love this quote by Germany Kent (no relationship) “Let your life reflect the faith you 
have in God. Fear nothing and Pray about everything. Be strong, trust God’s word, 
and trust the process.” That is what we must do. 
Zephaniah 3:17 reads The Lord your God is in your midst – a warrior bringing victory. 
He will create calm with his love; he will rejoice over you with singing. (Common 
English Bible) As we continue to move forward 
during the weeks and months ahead let us walk 
in the light letting God lead the way. 
 
Elaine Kent         Spiritual Growth   
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Vice President, Secretary, Program Resources, Membership, Nurture, & 
Outreach, and a nominations spot need to be filled. The ladies on the Executive 
team are a great bunch of ladies to join in planning ways to keep our District United 
Methodist Women informed and inspired. Please consider taking one of these 
positions.                                                                                                                     
Contact me at (706) 344-7397 or circularneedles@gmail.com                         

Thanks for your consideration,                                                                                                                                                                                  
Marge Lees Nominations Chairman                                                                                                                

 

 

 

Has God been nudging you to become more involved in 
doing His work?  
The Gainesville District Executive team has an opportunity 
for you!  
 

 

Nominations Committee Answering God’s Call 

Cumming First United Methodist Women 

mailto:circularneedles@gmail.com
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As with all of our UMW meetings this year of 2020, it has become necessary to meet 

virtually.   Therefore, the Gainesville District Annual Meeting will be a ZOOM 

meeting.   Not only will it be a virtual meeting, but due to the changing of Districts in 

the North Georgia Conference in 2021, there will be no Slate of Officers or 

Installation of Officers until January. There will be no Leadership Training until the 

first of 2021. 

In lieu of lunch, we are asking that the normal registration fee of $10 per person be 

submitted with this registration to be used as our offering.  The offering will be 

divided equally between our four Mission areas for the District: Murphy Harpst, New 

Bethlehem, Clark University, and Paine College. 

In order to be a part of the virtual meeting, we MUST have your email address.  An 

email will be sent to you with the link to join the Zoom meeting on the 14th. 

The meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m.  We are fortunate to have Evelyn Venable 

Wells as our speaker. 

Please return this registration form with your check payable to GNSV District UMW  to: 

Marilyn Savage   770-402-8662 

4720 Madison Hollow Lane marilyn.savage@bellsouth.net  

Cumming, GA 30040 

___________________ 

Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:_______________________    Church:__________________________ 

****EMAIL ADDRESS****    Please print clearly. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Virtual Annual Meeting Registration 

Gainesville District United Methodist Women 

November 14, 2020 

10:00 AM-12:00 PM 

RSVP by November 6, 2020 

mailto:marilyn.savage@bellsouth.net
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(a live link)   

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/15U84SREMC96V/r

ef=cm_go_nav_hz     

MURPHY-HARPST AMAZON WISH LIST 

Dahlonega United Methodist Women had the 

first meeting since the March meeting. About half of the 

ladies came. Social Distancing was the norm! It was good to 

see those who were comfortable. We plan to have a sack 

Christmas Luncheon with a cookie exchange that will help 

our local children’s home-The Rainbow House. We had a 

mini pledge program and the Mary Wheeler Reading group 

books were shared. Picture is of The Response Moment. 

 

 

Lucinda Pins are sold at 

our gatherings, when we 

gather. The sales from 

the pins fund our District 

scholarship program.  

 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/15U84SREMC96V/ref=cm_go_nav_hz
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/15U84SREMC96V/ref=cm_go_nav_hz
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Coming Soon to Your Neighborhood! 
 

-A newly structured District 

-A new communication email 

-A new district name 

-New friends in service and mission 

WE NEED your help in naming our new (but not) District 

Newsletter. Send clever names to gnsvlcommunication@gmail.com 
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United Methodist Women Gainesville District Officers 

 

President                                                   Social Action        
                                        

 

Diane Faw                                                  Izzy Matias  

38 Pinewood  Drive                                   646 Blade Way Parkway                 

Dawsonville, GA 30534                            Mt. Airy, GA 30563 

706-265- 3780/678-858-4345                   706-499-5266 

davidfaw@windstream.net                        imatis22@gmail.com 

  

Vice President                                           Education & Interpretation  

Nanette Presnell         Robin Hubbard                 

57 Mann Rd         371 Chestnut Avenue, Apt C   

Cleveland GA 30528                                 Demorest, GA 30535 

706-348-6771           770-539-2251          

ladypresnell@gmail.com                           rbnhubbard4@gmail.com                     
  

Secretary                                                  Membership, Nurture & Outreach  

Kathy Cook                                           

525 Owen Glen Overlook  

Blairsville, GA 30512  

770-403-9337        

heykay75@hotmail.com 
        

Treasurer                                                   Program Resources  

Marilyn Savage                                          Judie Wendt   

4720 Madison Hollow Lane                      2484 Apple Pie Ridge Rd    

Cumming, GA 30040                                Alto, GA 30510  

770-402-8662         706-776-2081/706-381-0782  

marilyn.savage@bellsouth.net                   judiecw@hotmail.com   
 

 

Spiritual Growth                                     Communications 

Elaine Kent                                               Suzanne Crossan 

3164 Lynncliff Drive                                361 Running Deer Road 

Gainesville, GA 30506                             Murrayville, GA 30564                                          

770-561-6624                706-864-9358/706-300-1839                                    

  gaheirhead@outlook.com         gnsvlcommunication@gmail.com                                                              
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Historian                                                  Nominations Chair 

Sue Cook                                                    Marge Lees 

2906 Antioch Church Rd.                           305 Town Creek Church Rd    

Gainesville, GA 30506                               Dahlonega, GA 30533 

678-294-0515                                             706-867-9966/706-344-7397    

  cook2906@charter.net                             circularneedles@gmail.com 

                                                                  

 Nominations        Nominations                                                                  

Becky McDougal                 Barb Cely 

505 Blooming Court       275 Pine Wood Lane 

Cumming, GA 30028       Cornelia, GA 30531 

404-317-1350        706-499-1299                            

beckymcdougal@gmail.com         celys1@windstream.net 

 

Nominations        Nominations 

 

District Superintendent  

Rev. Dr. Alice Rogers 

343 Northside Drive 

Gainesville, GA 30501-3294 

770-536-2586 

Alice.rogers@ngumc.net  
         

                              

Due to COVID concerns, Trinity UMW will not hold their annual Christmas Bazaar. 
 
 

Gainesville District  

 

mailto:Alice.rogers@ngumc.net
http://ngumw.org/upcomingevents/#:~:text=The%20North%20Georgia%20Conference%20of%20the%20United%20Methodist,participation%20in%20the%20global%20ministries%20of%20the%20church.


12 Gainesville Light Fall  2020 

 

GAINESVILLE LIGHT 

GAINESVILLE DISTRICT 

United Methodist Women 

E-Mail: 

gnsvlcommunication
@gmail.com 

FINAL EDITION 

We’re on the Web! 

http://ngumw.org/districts/gnsv/  

Editor Suzanne Crossan 

 

 

 

 

        

                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

        

 

                       

                    

                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

UMW  facebook 

  

 

 UMW Facebook 

 

 

United Methodist Women web site 

 

 

 

 

Special Interest Story Headline 

 

Date Event Location 

Nov 14 Virtual Annual Meeting Your Home 

Jan 23 Officer installation/ 

budget approval 

 

Feb 13 Executive Committee TBD 

March 20 Lenten Day Apart 

Development 

TBD 

 May 8             Executive Committee TBD  

July 24 Executive Committee         TBD 

Sept 10-11    Spiritual Growth   Hinton 

Nov 13 Annual Meeting and  TBD 

  Leadership Training   

 

Feb 27 Leadership Dev Day Carrollton FUMC 

Apr30-May1 Spiritual Growth  TBD 

  Social Action Event    

Jun 3-5 NGC Annual Conference Classic Center 

    Jun 4    UMW Breakfast  Athens, GA 

AUG 1 District Reports due to coordinators 

Oct 2  Annual meeting  TBD  

Nov 1  District information to conference secretary 

 

Gainesville District 2020-21 Calendar 

 

North Georgia Conference 2021 Calendar 

Gainesville Light  

 

 

http://ngumw.org/districts/gnsv/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://www.facebook.com/UMWomen

